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		The First Americans



		
Do you find it surprising that the first people to reach America were in fact the people of Asia?



		
Well, it’s true. During the last ice age, which ended 10,000 years ago, the Earth was very cold. The seas and rivers were frozen solid and humans could easily walk across them. People in Asia realised that the sea that connected the two lands was now easy to travel on, so they decided to cross it. They reached a place we now call Alaska, which is in North America.
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		What Did They Discover



		
The Asian explorers discovered that the part of America they had reached was cold and covered with ice. But, they didn’t stay there. They wanted to know what lay beyond. So, they headed south, where it was warmer with abundant vegetation and animals.



		
These first Americans settled both the North and South continents. They created large societies, including the Maya and Aztec civilizations. These people built giant pyramids and temples, brewed drinks, and even discovered cocoa beans which are nowadays used to make one of the most favourite treats - chocolate.
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		Leif Erikson and the Norse Vikings



		
The Norse people from Northern Europe were great sailors. They used their ships to explore the world, to trade, conquer, and plunder other kingdoms. The Norse people who waged war were called Vikings.



		
Leif Erikson was one such brave Viking. He heard many stories about lands across the sea from Europe and decided to see them for himself.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		Erikson Sails to North America



		
Erikson and his crew sailed their ships across the Atlantic, the ocean that separates Europe and America. The Vikings soon discovered remote islands, but continued to sail. In around the year 1,000 CE, they reached a green land where they could settle. They called it Vinland.



		
It was located on the eastern coast of North America, either in today’s Canada or the United States of America. The Vikings came into contact with the Native Americans, but their relations weren’t friendly. The Norse soon returned to Europe.
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		Christopher Columbus Begins His Journey



		
An Italian man named Christopher Columbus is often said to be the founder of America. He was an explorer who worked for the Spanish queen in the 1400s.



		
At that time, Europeans were sailing all over the world and bringing items back to their own countries. They often brought back spices, clothes and metals. Items from Asia were very popular, but travelling to this part of the world was difficult and dangerous.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		Why Does Columbus Sail to America



		
Columbus wanted to find a quicker way to trade with Asia. He thought that sailing across the Atlantic Ocean would be faster. The explorer convinced the Spanish queen, Isabella II, to allow him to sail that way. After a long journey, Columbus reached unknown islands in 1492. He named the first island San Salvador, meaning ‘The Saviour’. He managed to save the lives of his crew the moment he reached the island.
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		What Does Columbus Find



		
Christopher Columbus thought he had found India, which is in Asia. That’s why he called the people there Indians and the surrounding ocean the West Indies. He insisted that the goal of reaching Asia had been achieved. Columbus tried to talk to the native people with gestures and took some of them as prisoners. After exploring the nearby islands, he returned to Europe.
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		Columbus Becomes Famous in Europe



		
Columbus wrote that the island is full of riches and that it is located on the shores of Asia. The Europeans were thrilled and couldn’t wait to try their luck and open trades with ‘Asia’. Hoping to grab all the gold and riches for themselves, they decided to sail back to America three more times. Unfortunately, the Native Americans weren’t so lucky. Despite what happened, Columbus is still celebrated today because his discovery changed history forever.
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		Amerigo Vespucci



		
Christopher Columbus continued to claim that he found Asia. Since he had not explored the mainland, he didn’t know that the islands he discovered weren’t actually in Asia. Another Italian explorer named Amerigo Vespucci set sail to the West Indies to explore the area further and make new maps.
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		Amerigo Proves America Isn’t Asia



		
Amerigo reached the mainland of South America in 1499, seven years after Columbus reached the islands. Vespucci went to South America. He sailed up the largest river in the world, the Amazon.
After his voyages, Amerigo Vespucci drew a map of the area and proved it wasn’t Asia, but another continent – America. That is where America got its name, in honour of Amerigo Vespucci.
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
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      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
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      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
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    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
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    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
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      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
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  }
  function run() {
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    css();
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