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Ssssssssss’nakes are fasssss’cinating reptilessssss’! There are about 3,600 species of snakes. Some make good pets and others are extremely venomous. Several species of snakes have jointed skulls that allow them to swallow prey many times larger than their heads. Most snakes only have one lung.



		Snakes are not ‘slimy.’ Their skins are covered with smooth, dry scales.
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Anacondas



		The anacondas are one of the world’s largest snakes. They are excellent swimmers and live in rivers and swamps. They can be spotted, green, yellow or brown—all colours that help them blend into their habitats. Anacondas have nostrils and eyes on top of their head so they can see above the waterline when they swim.



		
Anacondas are not venomous. They are part of the boa family which constrict (squeeze) their prey to death.



		The stretchy ligaments in their jaws allow anacondas to swallow prey as big as jaguars!
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		Boa Constrictors



		
Boa constrictors have arrow-shaped heads. They can be various colours depending on where they live. Young boas climb into trees to find food, but older boas hunt mostly on the ground. They are sneaky hunters that lie in ambush and then grab their prey. After squeezing their prey to death, the boa swallows its prey whole. Female boas can give birth to about 60 babies at once! Babies are born with the hunting instinct.



		After eating, boas can go weeks or months before they need to eat again.
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		Vipers



		
Vipers belong to a large family of venomous snakes. Their fangs are hollow and hinged. That means they fold in and stay inside the mouth when the snakes are not using them.



		
Vipers decide whether to use venom or not, and how much venom to use. When they use venom, it takes a long time to make more. A viper’s body is stocky and has a distinct neck ending in a triangular head.



		A ‘pit organ’ on the viper’s face allows it to see heat from prey in infrared light.
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		Black Mambas



		
Black mambas are the world’s deadliest snakes. They got their name from the colour of their ink-black mouth. Their body-colour, on the other hand, varies from olive to yellowish-brown, khaki or gunmetal. They are possibly the fastest snakes on Earth and can move at a rate of 20.11 kph (12.5 mph). The black mambas don’t usually attack humans, but just two drops of their venom are enough to kill a person.



		Male mambas fight over the female during the mating period. The loser gets his head pinned to the ground.
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Indian Cobras



		The Indian cobra got its popularity by being the snake charmer’s pet. The snake is deaf and cannot hear the music the charmer plays. Its ‘dance’ is just an imitation of the movements of the charmer’s flute. When threatened, it rears up, raises its hood, hisses and sways. The colour of the Indian cobra ranges from white to brown and even black. Sometimes the markings on its hood look like eyes.



		The Indonesian subspecies can spray its venom up to several metres.
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Reticulated
Pythons



		Reticulated pythons are the longest reptiles in the world. They are almost deaf and have very bad eyesight. Their hunting relies on their sense of smell, touch and their ability to sense vibrations and heat. The giant snakes are feared because they are one of the few snakes known to have eaten humans. The snake’s scientific name means ‘net-like’ and refers to its complex colour patterns. Reticulated pythons are excellent swimmers and have been sighted far out at sea.



		The longest measured reticulated python was 10 metres (33 feet) long.
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		King Snakes



		
King snakes come in a variety of colours and look polished due to their smooth scales. Some have vibrant patterns on their skin. They are opportunistic feeders, which means they will eat just about anything. When threatened, they will hiss, discharge an evil-smelling musk or roll into a ball and play dead.



		The king snakes got their name due to eating other snakes, even venomous ones. They aren’t venomous themselves but are immune to the venom of other snakes.
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Copperhead
snakes



		Copperhead snakes are endemic and they are native to the US only. They adapt readily to changes in their habitat and can be found near cities. Their name comes from their colour, which is a coppery brown. They have hourglass-shaped bands along their bodies. Their bite, while rarely fatal, is painful and causes muscle damage.



		Copperheads sometimes produce a cucumber-like smell when touched or disturbed.
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		Garter Snakes



		
Harmless garter snakes look like men’s garters. They usually have a striped pattern with yellow or red stripes. In between the stripes are chequered patches. Those without stripes are called grass snakes. Garter snakes that live in colder areas hibernate during winter. They hide in cracks and crevices in the ground, where ice doesn’t reach. If you ever find one of these shelters during winter, you’ll find hundreds of garter snakes inside.



		Garter snakes are generally docile and make good pets. In the wild, however, they may bite.
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Cottonmouths



		Cottonmouths usually live in freshwater habitats. Their name comes from the appearance of the inside of their mouths: they are dark and have cross-banding in various shades. Cottonmouths are aggressive snakes. Their bite is poisonous and can kill if left untreated. Even with prompt attention, the flesh around the bite can die.



		Unlike other water snakes, cottonmouths swim with most of their body above the water’s surface.
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		Corn Snakes



		
The pattern on their bellies resembles Indian corn, which may be where the corn snakes got their name. Like a boa, the corn snake constricts its prey and then swallows it whole. Corn snakes are accomplished climbers, able to climb trees, cliffs and other high surfaces.



		Corn snakes make good pets and will mate with other snakes, producing interesting hybrids.
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		Tiger Snakes



		
Tiger snakes come in many different colours depending on their habitat. Most of them have coloured bands like a tiger’s stripes. Before they strike, they flatten their heads and necks. Although not aggressive, they will stand their ground if threatened. Their venom can cause muscle damage, kidney failure, or death in a human.



		Tiger snakes make a sound like an explosive hiss or a bark.
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		Taipans



		
Taipans are among the largest and deadliest snakes. They usually have a light-olive colour but can also be dark russet, and a few are almost black. The inland taipan is the most venomous snake on Earth. Each bite has enough venom to kill 100 humans.



		The taipan bites its prey and then allows it to ‘escape’, following it and eating it once it dies from the venom.
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		Burmese Python



		
The Burmese python is one of the five largest species of snakes in the world. Although not native to the US, so many have been released in Florida that they have become a problem. During Hurricane Andrew, many snakes escaped from breeding facilities. They are excellent swimmers.



		The Burmese python has a prehensile tail, meaning it can use it like a hand.
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Even with so many species of snakes, they all have some things in common. Their sense of smell comes from their forked tongue. Snakes don’t have eyelids or ears. They ‘hear’ by feeling vibrations in the ground.



		
Another common thing among snakes is that they completely shed their skins about three times each year.
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      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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1Quick Factsi__

= Scientific Name
!~~~ Notechis scutatus

= Size:
{

5m (3-5t)

- Weight: 3- 12 kg (6 to 26 Ibs)

= Diet:

!~~~ small mammals, bats,
lizards, skinks, insects,
birds, fish, carrion and
other tiger snakes

|

Habitat:
woodlands, meadows and
grassy knolls, and near
water

Lifespan:
100 15 years in captivity
Reproduction type:

- Viviparous (live birth)

== Venomous Yes
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iQuick Factst_

-~ Scientific Nome
‘-~ Naja naja

Size:

=

5m (3349 ft)

AY

- Weight: About 6 kg (13 Ibs)

~= Diet:

!~~- Birds, small mammals,
lizards, eggs, carrion and

other snakes @

P Hablmr:

{_- Holes in embankments,
termite mounds, tree
hollows, rock piles, caves,
cracks and small mammal
dens
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= Lifespa:
‘-~~~ Around 30 years

= Reproduction typé
S '~-- Oviparous|(egg bearing)
= Venomous: Yes

mw;mm -
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Green anaconda

Quadrate bones
(allows rotation
of the jows)

Paraguayan anaconda

Scientific Nome
-~ Eunectes

Size:Up to 6 meters (20 ft)
]

= Weight: Up to 150 kg (300 Ibs)

= Diet:

Y~~~ A wide variety of small to
medium-sized mammals
and birds

e e
T o

Swamps and rivers of
tropical South America

= Ufespan:

- --10years in the wild / 30
years in captivity

= Reproduction type:

‘= —- Viviparous (live birth)

== Venomous:No
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{ = Scientific Name

4:~,‘.’.. Viperidae
» N sl A

-[25cmto2m (10into 7 fo

U

~= Diet:
'~~~ small mammals, birds,
lizards and eggs

Eurasia

= Lifespan: \
\---12-18 years in captivity

~= Reproduction type:
-~ Oviparous (egg-bearing)

== Venomous:Yes. \ Bamboo pit
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-~ Other siiakes, as well as
lizards, small turtles, frogs,
birds and small mammals

‘~= Habitat: ‘( i
- —= Desert basins, riverine
Common wetlands, valleys, rolling
kingsnake hills, coastal estuaries,
i \ grasslands, shrublands and
forested mountain foothills ¢

2= Ujfespan:
- 20 years

= Reproduction type:

'~ Oviparous (egg-bearing)
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