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What Is a Shipwreck?



		A shipwreck is the remains of a boat that has sunk at sea or been washed ashore on land. Most shipwrecks throughout history have been caused by storms or bad weather. Others have been caused by fighting during wars.



		There are thought to be three million known shipwrecks worldwide.
That’s a lot of shipwrecks!
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Sometimes, a ship’s crew make a mistake that damages their own boat. In previous centuries, people on shore would sometimes lure ships into danger close to land.
They hoped that the boat would be wrecked on rocks so they could steal the cargo.



		Lighthouses have an important job.
They show boats where there are rocks in the water so the boats can avoid them.
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Types of
Shipwrecks



		A shipwreck can be any grounded or sunken ship. It might be something small, like a little fishing boat, or something huge, like a passenger liner or a cargo ship.
The most well-known shipwreck of modern times is the Titanic. The famous passenger liner sank in 1912 after hitting an iceberg on a voyage from England to America.
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		The ship had more than 2,000 passengers on board, including some of the richest people in the world. After many years of searching, the wreck of the Titanic was finally discovered in 1985. It was on the Atlantic seabed, at a depth of 3,800 m (12,500ft).



		Tourists will shortly be able to visit the Titanic by submarine. But they will have to go very, very deep!
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Why Shipwrecks Are Interesting



		Shipwrecks are interesting for many reasons. That’s why they are a valuable source of information to the scientists who deal with marine archaeology. They can learn many things by studying them.
Very old shipwrecks can tell marine archaeologists many things about the people that built and sailed them. Shipwrecks have taught us a great deal about ancient Greece, Rome and Egypt, the Vikings in Europe and many other sea going people around the world.



		The oldest known preserved shipwreck that has been studied is 2,400 years old. That’s really, really old! This ship is in the Black Sea.
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		What Shipwrecks Can Teach Us



		
By studying shipwrecks and the things found in them, scientists can see what jewellery people wore, what weapons they fought with, what food they liked to eat and even what gods they prayed to.
They can also learn what methods were used to sail the ships, and where the ships might have sailed to. Sometimes scientists have learned astonishing things. Some of these discoveries have made us rethink our picture of how people in ancient times saw the world and how they lived.



		The deepest shipwreck ever found was the SS Rio Grande, a German blockade runner from World War II, at 5,800 m (18,900 ft.) below the surface of the sea.
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Big Discoveries



		
In 1902, a strange object was discovered in a shipwreck off the coast of Greece. It became known as the Antikythera Device. It was made of bronze, but very badly damaged after lying underwater for 2,000 years.
After many years of puzzling over this device, scientists finally discovered that it was an ancient form of a clockwork calculator: a sort of mechanical computer. Scientists were amazed that such accurate technology existed so long ago.



		Many marine archaeologists learn to scuba dive, so they can swim down and study shipwrecks directly.
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Treasure



		Another reason shipwrecks are very interesting is that some of them are packed full of valuable treasure! They are loaded with sunken fortunes: cargos of gold and silver and jewellery, or other objects of great value. Some people who find these wrecks become rich by bringing the treasure to the surface and selling it. This is known as ‘salvaging’.



		Some people become professional treasure hunters and spend their lives searching for sunken treasure ships. Some of them have no luck finding treasure, but some of them become very rich.
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Where Does the Treasure from Shipwrecks Come From?



		Sometimes the treasure that is recovered is from the ancient world. This means places such as ancient Greece or Rome. The treasure can be thousands of years old. In other cases, the treasure comes from more recent times.
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If a shipwreck is very famous, items brought up from it may be worth a lot of money. A normal fork or spoon, that would cost very little from a shop, can be worth a small fortune if it was recovered from a famous wreck!



		A single violin raised from the Titanic sold for 1.7 million dollars in 2013!
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How Do People Study the Shipwrecks and Get the Treasure?



		Good question! If the shipwreck is in shallow water and sea conditions are right, then scuba divers can swim down to study the ship or get the treasure. If the wreck is deep, it is much more difficult for divers to reach it.
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		For very deep wrecks, such as Titanic or the SS Rio Grande, the only option is to use submarines or submersible robots. Whatever technique is used though, it’s quite an adventure!



		The deepest a person has been in a submarine is 11 km (7 miles) deep, and the person steering it was James Cameron. He also made a famous Hollywood movie about the sinking of the Titanic!
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There are two good ways to see famous shipwrecks. The first way is to visit special museums which contain the shipwrecks. These wrecks have been raised to the surface and then restored on land.



		The Khufu Solar ship is displayed at the Giza museum in Egypt. It was built around 2,500 years ago. This ship never sank. It was deliberately buried on land by the ancient Egyptians.



		The Best Ways to See Shipwrecks
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Britain has a museum featuring the Mary Rose, a warship that sank 500 years ago.
Other museums around the world show original Viking longships, ancient Roman galleys and ancient Egyptian ships.
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The Absolute Best Way to See a Shipwreck



		The best way to see a shipwreck is to dive down under the surface of the water yourself! Children and adults can learn to scuba dive.
Once you know how to dive, there are many underwater shipwrecks around the world that you can explore.



		The SS Thistlegorm wreck in Egypt is very big. Scuba divers who swim down to it can see a railway engine, army trucks, guns and motorbikes inside.



	


		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
It is a remarkable adventure to see a huge ship sitting sunken in the water. It is also very exciting to swim into it and explore.
Some wrecks have even turned into tropical reefs. They are filled with fish and have beautiful, colourful coral growing all over them!



		Divers call dive sites with shipwrecks in them ‘wreck dives’.
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