

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
No trip to London is complete without a walk up the Thames from Westminster Bridg to Tower Bridge for easy access to a host of remarkable sites, like Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, St. Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London. Cross over Tower Bridge for some gruesome fun at The London Dungeon.
But when kids are along for the ride, strolling through ‘look, don’t touch’ museum after museum won’t cut it. Take a look at London’s playful side featuring ten not to be missed child-friendly destinations.
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Family-focused Memory Makers
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Get a View from Inside (without having to be a pro)



		London’s largest football museum is also incredibly interactive. Go behind the scenes at Chelsea FC Stadium Tours and Museum (Stamford Bridge, Fulham SW6 1HS). The guided tours fill you in on all the deets, while the new 360 content and video add a whole new dimension, so you can see what it’s like on match day. Grab a hand-held device, hold it up to a player’s jersey, and the device will instantly fill you in on player stats and play you relevant video. It’s a football fan’s dream come true.
Not a Chelsea fan? Don’t worry! Visit the legendary Wembley Stadium (Wembley, London HA9 0WS), Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium (Hornsey Road, London N7 7AJ) or Tottenham Hotspur’s brand new Stadium (782 High Road, London N17 0BX).
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No Muggles Allowed



		
Hogwarts Express won’t actually make a stop at Platform 9 3/4 at King’s Cross Station, but with the luggage trolley half-embedded into the wall in the station concourse, it feels like the real thing. It’s also a popular destination. With a professional photographer on hand, along with a wand and scarf in your favourite school colours (Go, Gryffindor!), you can opt for a professional pic from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. or take a freebie of your own anytime. It can get busy, so look to visit during off-peak hours to avoid the rush.
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Ahoy, Matey!



		Here at the Golden Hinde II (St Mary Overie Dock, Cathedral Street) there be pirates! This full-sized replica of a sixteenth-century sailing ship was the first English ship to circumnavigate the world. Tour the boat on your own or seek out a themed family event or sleepover and see if you have what it takes to be an English sailor. Ye won’t regret it!



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
Pop. Stall. Tweak. Repeat.



		Whether you already have mad skills or you want to learn something new, BAYSIXTY6 Skate Park (Bay 66 Acklam Road) is the place to be. You can rub elbows with some seriously good skaters or take advantage of available classes. The multi-purpose space sees plenty of skateboards but look to the calendar for BMX times (for safety). Three levels provide plenty of challenge. Play at your own pace. Just be sure to register first (it’s free).
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them bones, them bones



		The Grant Museum of Zoology (Rockefeller Building, University College London, 21 University Street) is a museum of a different sort. Established in 1828 as a teaching collection, London’s only zoological museum opened its doors to the public in 1996. Full skeletons peer over the balcony while specimens in jars sit tight. The micrarium contains some of the world’s smallest species, some 20,000 microscope slides. The Grant Museum of Zoology won’t be the biggest museum you ever visit, but it’s 67,000 specimens (including those of extinct species) make it one of the quirkiest (and it’s free).
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		Even a Monster Needs a Break



		Supplying monsters for hundreds of years, Hoxton Street Monster Supplies (159 Hoxton Street) magical shop is now serving the living, dead, and the undead cleverly disguised sweet surprises to benefit children’s creative writing. Clever titles like Tears of Boredom, Brain Food, and Tins of Fear hide the delectable treats tucked inside. Harry Potter fans will feel as though they’ve made a turn into a shop on Diagon Alley.
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		Third Star to the Right and Straight On Till Naptime



		
Only adults with kids can enter the Diana, Princess of Wales’ Memorial Playground (130 Bayswater Road, Broad Walk) after 10 a.m. This charming tribute to the late Princess features an imaginative Peter Pan theme that brings out the kid in everyone. From the teepees to the wooden pirate ship surrounded by sand, and the thoughtful sensory trail, this free park was made to allow children of all abilities to play.
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Make a Splash



		Sure, you’ve been swimming before. But have you ever been swimming in a pool designed for the Summer Olympics (2012)? Yes, the London Aquatics Centre (Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park) is the same space where Michael Phelps made Olympic history. There are three pools with swimming and diving. As if that weren’t cool enough, it’s also home to the Extreme Aqua Splash, an inflatable water obstacle-course that’s no easy challenge.
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		Dino-sized Zzz’s



		
Another museum? Absolutely. It’s not every museum that allows young visitors to sleep among the dinosaurs. But at the National History Museum (Cromwell Road), you can! Book early so you don’t miss out on fun activities like the torch-lit trail, dinosaur t-shirt making, and a little adventure. It’s not everyone who gets to sleep near a Diplodocus and live to tell the tale.
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This is You



		Learning to walk on a tightwire, how to fly on the trapeze, and how to work the diabolo are all part of the Youth Circus Experience Days at the National Centre for Circus Arts (Coronet Street). This one-off workshop teaches a range of circus skills for the aspiring performer. For longer stays, the venue offers a multitude of classes from fitness to flexibility.
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		In Here,
it's Always Shark Week



		
Check out the huge shark aquarium, walk beneath the underwater tunnel, and an incredible penguin exhibit at the Sea Life London Aquarium (County Hall, Westminster Bridge). Don’t miss the rainforest exhibit to see if you can brave the bugs. With specimens ranging from a Goliath Bird Eating Tarantula to three West African Dwarf Crocodiles to the UK’s biggest collection of Piranhas, it is, in a word unforgettable.
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Kid-Friendly Fun in London



		Get hands-on and let your imagination run wild with these immersive attractions just for kids. These boredom-busting spaces will keep kids talking until the next holiday.
London is known as the ‘City of Dreams,’ and after a visit to these inspiring and exhilarating attractions, you and yours will see why.
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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