
    

    

    
    
  Romance Anyone?

 

    

  A hug, a kiss, a big bunch of roses or a nice box of chocolates, these are a few of the romantic gestures we use to impress somebody we like. In the animal world, they also have their own special gestures and tactics. Each species has their own particular way to get noticed and, as you will see, they often go to extremes in order to be spotted.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Japanese Pufferfish

 

    

  Many creatures use their colours, beauty and gracefulness to romance a partner. But what if they don't have any of these qualities? The Japanese pufferfish is a creature in this situation. Plain blue and grey in colour, physically it is nothing to shout about. However, when it sets its mind to attracting a mate, it does so in style. Using just its fins to move sand around on the seabed, taking its time, and being patient, the pufferfish creates an incredible pattern. This fish truly is an artist, and what it lacks physically it certainly makes up for with the mathematical perfection of its art.

 


    
  The Japanese pufferfish will work non-stop, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, in order to complete its extraordinary masterpiece.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Bowerbirds

 

    

  There are around twenty different species of bowerbirds. One species, the satin bowerbird, loves the colour blue. The male satin bowerbird has feathers that are a magnificent shade of dark blue, and he searches for blue objects to enhance his plumage even further. The bluer his nest, the better his chances of finding and impressing a mate.

  It pays to be wary around a satin bowerbird – any small blue object he finds, he will boldly steal. Buttons, bottle tops, blue flowers, pieces of blue plastic…in fact, anything blue. The stakes are high, and the satin bowerbird has no second thoughts when it comes to crafting his amazing nest.

 


    
  In an experiment, some researchers placed red objects in satin bowerbird nests. What they found was that female bowerbirds chose those males that removed the red objects from their nests.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Garden Snails

 

    

  When moving full speed ahead, the slimy garden snail can cover about 150 feet (45 metres) in an hour, so running after another snail is out of the question. The garden snail does, however, have quite a romantic side. Instead of chasing each other, they circle round and round one another and, just like Cupid does, they fire little love darts at each other. How beautiful!

 

    
  Most snails are hermaphrodites, which means they have both male and female reproductive organs. However, they still need to mate with another snail in order to produce offspring.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Grebes

 

    

  One of the most beautiful and spectacular displays of romance has to be that of the majestic grebe. These large birds meet on the surface of a lake or a river, and begin their display by mirroring each other's actions, copying a swoop of the head or a twist of the neck. Gracefully, both birds rise out of the water and begin a dance that looks like a tango. With perfect synchronisation, and advancing together in time with one another, they literally walk on water. Romance at its finest.

 


    
  Grebes can glide over the water making as many as 20 graceful steps per second while doing their dance.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Whales

 

    

  At the largest end of the animal size-scale are whales. These massive creatures get themselves noticed by splashing their tails, or flukes. They also jump high out of the water to show how strong they are. The males of some species blow lots of bubbles below a female's belly. Whales also sing, and can actually produce quite melodic songs. Whales have excellent hearing and scientists say that they can hear songs from up to an incredible 1,600 kilometres (1,000 miles) away.

 

    
  Unlike other animals, male grey whales actually help each other to win a female. Two male grey whales court a single female grey whale without any rivalry. There is no aggressive competition between them, just friendly assistance.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Frogs

 

    

  Now let's take a look at one of our little amphibian friends, the frog. We can sometimes hear a noisy chorus of frogs croaking. The male frogs are in fact singing to attract a female, and the louder a male frog sings, the greater chance he has of getting noticed. He takes a deep breath and closes his mouth and nostrils to make the vocal sac below his chin inflate. In some species of frog this vocal sac can blow up almost to the same size as the frog itself, like a huge blown piece of bubble gum. He is very keen to get noticed.

 


    
  Frogs can lay as many as 4,000 eggs at a time!

 

    
  When Darwin's frog tadpoles hatch, the male frog swallows them. He keeps the tiny amphibians in his vocal sac for about 60 days to allow them to grow. Then he coughs up the tiny, but fully formed frogs.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Hedgehogs

 

    

  Little prickly hedgehogs are creatures of the night. They roll themselves into a ball for protection from predators. During the breeding season, between April and September, a male will circle around the female. He will do this endlessly, sometimes for hours on end, to make sure she gets the point. He will puff and pant and snort, just to impress her further!

 

    
  You can actually cuddle a hedgehog. If they trust you and know you are gentle, they will flatten their spikes so that you can cuddle and stroke them.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Peacocks

 


    
  The male peafowl is called a peacock. This large bird is famous for its romantic tactics. He opens up his gigantic and truly magnificent tail into a spectacular fan. His elaborate blue and green feathers have eye-shaped markings to help attract a female's attention.

 


    
  Not all birds are fortunate enough to have the splendid tail of the peacock, so they need other ways to attract attention. The male penguin, for example, collects unusual little rocks to give to his chosen female, which she will later use to line her nest.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Hummingbirds

 

    

  Small in size but enormous in his determination, the male hummingbird is out to impress. Performing an incredible dance, he dives and soars, sways from side to side, and flaps his wings up to an unbelievable 200 hundred times … wait for it … per second!!!

 

    
  Although the little hummingbird stands less than 5 cm tall, relative to its size, its brain and heart are the biggest of any bird, and it is also one of the fastest birds in the world.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Hooded Seals

 

    

  This sea animal earns its name because of the hood that covers the male's nose and goes up to his eyes. If ever an unusual trick has been used to attract a mate, it has to be this one. To impress, he blows his nose very hard and the hood turns into a big pink balloon that hangs from his face. The female seal finds this particularly attractive and very appealing.

 


    
  A male hooded seal also uses this nose-blowing technique to warn competitors away from a cow, or female seal. It is easier for him to lie back and blow his nose very hard rather than heave his 400 kg body around.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Lovebirds

 

    
  Lovebirds show us that animals are capable of truly loving each other, and they really do live up to their name. They begin their romance with a dance and once they are together they will love and be faithful to each other for the rest of their lives. These small parrots are romantic in the same way we humans are and can be seen sitting beside each other cuddling.

 

    
  If a lovebird should lose its mate, experts tell us it may pine forever and may even die of sorrow.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Rhinoceroses

 

    

  There is always an exception to any rule. The rhinoceros, or rhino for short, is low down on the list when it comes to romantic behaviour. When a black rhino spots his potential romantic partner, there is no singing or dancing going on. Instead, he will actually start to fight with her. Their horns will clumsily bang into each other and they will bump and battle away for quite some time, possibly even to the extent of drawing blood.

 


    
  A male rhino may follow and court a female rhino for 20 days!

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Seahorses

 

    

  Maybe our tough rhinoceros friends should follow the example of the romantic seahorse. To begin their ritual, both male and female seahorses become brighter in colour. They can't hold hands so instead they hold each other's tail. They can't kiss but they can touch their snouts together. Then, their dance begins, and this majestic scene can go on for hours and hours. That sounds much more romantic.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Tarantulas

 

    

  With its hairy body and creepy reputation, the tarantula brings us to the end of this romantic journey. The tarantula has very bad eyesight, but it knows when something is approaching because the hairs on its body and legs vibrate. A female also knows when to expect her date to arrive because she weaves a bed of silken threads nearby that have her smell on them. When a male stumbles across these threads, it is as if she has written him a love letter. The only problem is that she might prefer to eat him for her lunch rather than getting to know him. Romancing a tarantula can be a risky business.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Everyone Loves Romance

 

    

  There is a huge variety of romantic behaviour in the animal world, all to do with animals wanting to show that they are the best or the strongest. Next time you hear birds singing sweetly or frogs croaking loudly, remember that they might just be in a romantic mood.
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    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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