
    

    

    
    
  Legendary Creatures

 

    

  There are many strange animals out there. Some lurk in deep, dark forests. Others stay hidden in the depths of the oceans remaining undiscovered for a long time.

   

  People believe that some of them come uninvited and uncalled for in times of trouble and misfortune and that some turn into fearful monsters when disturbed.

   

  Hidden from the human eye, they evoke stories so unusual that many don't know for sure if they truly exist or if they are just a figment of people's imagination.

 

    

  These strange creatures or beasts are called 'cryptids'. They are legendary creatures that have been a part of traditional folklore for many years. Stories about them have been told for generations. Some people claim to have seen them, while others strongly deny their existence. Let's discover the tales of legendary beasts.

 

    
  Cryptozoology means the study of legendary animals.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Bigfoot

 

    

  Legends say that Bigfoot is a dangerous ape-like monster. Sightings of the beast say it is extremely tall and covered in thick fur. It walks upright and is very shy.

 

    

  How the Legend Began

   

  The tale of Bigfoot started with a letter to a newspaper in 1958. It claimed loggers in northern California had

 

    
  discovered huge 40 cm footprints. Soon this story spread to other papers all over the country.

  Some people claim Bigfoot has also been seen in Northwestern United States.

 

    
  The state of Washington has had over 640 Bigfoot sightings.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  What Scientists Believe

   

  The source for the Bigfoot legend could be the prehistoric Gigantopithecus. This was a creature that walked like an ape. However, when it stood upright, it was 3 m tall. It also weighed about 544 kg.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Loch Ness Monster

 

    

  The Loch Ness Monster, Nessie, is claimed to be a giant aquatic animal. Sightings of this beast say it has an extremely long neck and one or two humps.

 

    

  It swims using flippers. People believe Nessie lives deep in a lake in the Highlands of Scotland.

 

    
  Loch Ness, the lake where Nessie is believed to live, is 227 m deep and icy cold all year long.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  How the Legend Began

   

  The first recorded sighting of the Loch Ness Monster was in 565 CE. According to writings by St. Columba, the monster bit a swimmer. Before it could attack again, Columba ordered the beast to go back and Nessie obeyed. So, ever since, Nessie is been a part of Scottish folklore. In 1933, construction on a road was thought to have 'awoken' the beast. A couple claimed to have seen it pass in front of their car and then disappear into the water. An English physician, Robert Kenneth Wilson, photographed the creature in 1934.

 


    

  The famous image appeared to show the monster's small head and neck. Later, scientists proved that the photograph was in fact of a toy submarine. Today, people are still searching for evidence of the Loch Ness Monster.

 


    

  What Scientists Believe

   

  The source of the legend of the Loch Ness Monster could be the Plesiosaurus. This animal had a long neck, small head, sleek body, and flippers. It was about 4.6 m long and weighed about 454 kg.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Thunderbird,

  Maker of Storms

 

    

  It is believed that this enormous bird creates thunder by flapping its wings and shoot lightning from its eyes. The legend says that it can either protect people by bringing rain to water crops or punish them by causing devastating floods, fires, winds, and droughts. Some people claim the creature travels and can be seen in the United States, Canada, Asia, Africa, and even some parts of Europe.

 

    
  The Thunderbird is sometimes thought to protect people from evil spirits.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  How the Legend Began

   

  The Thunderbird has been a part of some native cultures for hundreds of years. The myth is passed down to children from their elders. The eagle-like bird is also carved into totem poles.

 


    

  What Scientists Believe

   

  The source of the legend of the Thunderbird could be the Quetzalcoatlus. It was an animal from the Pterodactyl species that couldn't create thunder, but it was HUGE for sure! It had a wingspan of 10.6 m.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Yeti or Abominable Snowman

 

    

  Most Yetis are believed to be muscular creatures weighing around 181 kg. They are covered with dark grey or reddish-brown hair and stand about 1.8 m tall.

   

  They are believed to live in the Himalayan and Siberian regions of East Asia.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  How the Legend Began

   

  The legend of the Yeti goes as far back as 326 BCE. Alexander the Great demanded to see a Yeti when he conquered the Indus Valley.

  In 1921, a journalist interviewed a group of British explorers. They said they had discovered some enormous footprints. They also claimed their guide said the 'metoh-kangmi' made the prints. This means 'man-bear snow-man'.

  Over the years, hikers have continued to claim they have seen gigantic creatures and huge footprints in the snow.

 

    

  What Scientists Believe

   

  The source of the legend of the Yeti could be the Arctotherium angustidens: a prehistoric bear. This creature may not have roamed the Himalayas, but it was gigantic. This bear could weigh up to 1,814 kg.

 


    
  In 2010, Chinese scientists announced they would spend £1m to start an expedition to find a real Yeti. They haven't found anything yet.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Chupacabra

 

    

  The Chupacabra is thought to be a scary beast that is around 1.5 m tall. It is described as a monster with large red eyes, big claws, and spikes running down its back. Some reports say it walks on two legs. Others say it walks on all four legs.

   

  It is blamed for killing livestock, then sucking their blood. It is believed to live in Latin America and as far north as the United States.

 

    
  Chupacabra is a Spanish word that means goat-sucker.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  How the Legend Began

   

  The first person to have reported an attack by a Chupacabra was Madelyne Tolentino from Canovanas, Puerto Rico. In 1995, she claimed to have seen a scary alien-like creature from her window. Livestock found drained of their blood only made the tale spread.

   

   

 

    
  The legend of the Chupacabra spread throughout Latin America, and into Southern United States. Today, it still flourishes online.

 

    
  What Scientists Believe

   

  The source of the Chupacabra legend could be coyotes, dogs, or canine hybrids. Due to severe hair loss from mange or an infestation of mites, they could look quite 'alien'.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Kraken

 


    
  The Kraken is thought to be a giant octopus-like creature. It has been described as a creature with an enormous head and many tentacles.

   

  It is said to use its tentacles to grasp and crush ships, before eating the crew. The Kraken can also create dangerous whirlpools to suck vessels into the depths of the sea.

   

  It is believed to reside off the coasts of Norway and Iceland.

 


    
  In folklore, sailors would mistake the Kraken for an island, so they would sail towards it. They would then be eaten by the beast.

 

  


    

    

    
    


  How the Legend Began

   

  Tales of a large, many-tentacled, headed, or horned sea creature have existed since ancient times. There is a Greek legend of the Scylla, a monster with six heads. The legend of the Kraken dates back to the twelfth century.

  It is a part of Norse folklore. Stories were told of sailors who reported seeing this beast while at sea. These stories then became widespread. In 1555 Olaus Magnus wrote of a sea creature that resembled the Kraken.

   

   

 


    

  Some legends even suggested two Kraken had been around since the dawn of time. In the eighteenth century, the Kraken once again grew in popularity.

 


    

  Today, the Kraken is still a popular theme in movies and books.

 


    
  What Scientists Believe

   

  The source of the legend of the Kraken is probably the giant squid. These squids are still alive today. They can measure up to 17.9 m in length and weigh over 900 kg!

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Ishii the Giant Lake Monster

 

    

  This Japanese lake monster called Ishii or sometimes referred to as Issie, is believed to live in Lake Ikeda in the Satsuma Peninsula of Japan.

   

  It is reported to measure between 5 m and 9.1 m long. It allegedly stands 60 cm tall when its head and neck are out of the water. It is depicted as a black creature with spiral ridges on its body.

 

    
  Statues of this beast show it with a long neck, flippers and a tail.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  How the Legend Began

   

  There is a legend of a white mare that once lived by the lake. A man took the horse's foal away, so the mare jumped into the lake. The mare now sometimes rises to the surface of the lake to search for her lost foal.

  The sightings of Ishii were reported in 1961. In 1978, 20 people said they saw the lake monster. The same day, two children claimed to have noticed two humps rising in the lake.

 


    

  The 'creature' was photographed on December 16th, 1978. The photographer saw a whirlpool suddenly appear in the middle of the lake. He quickly took a series of photographs.

  In January 1991, more visitors reported seeing a large creature in the lake.

 


    

  What Scientists Believe

   

  The reality behind this lake monster legend could be a specific species of giant eel that live in the waters of Japan.

  Some of these can reach lengths up to 3 m!

 


  


    

    

    
    
  The Bunyip

 

    

  This creepy aquatic mammal is said to have smooth skin and apricot eyes. Some say the Bunyip looks like an enormous starfish.

   

  Others report it resembles a snake with a beard. People have even said it has a dog-like face, a crocodile-like head, dark fur, a horse-like tail, flippers, walrus-like tusks, and a duck-like bill.

   

  It is believed to reside in the southeastern colonies of Victoria, New South Wales, and South Australia.

 


    
  The Bunyip is believed to release a bellowing cry before pouncing on its victims and devouring them.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  How the Legend Began

   

  The Bunyip has been a part of Australian Aboriginal folklore for centuries. In 1818, when a set of huge mysterious bones were found, scholars thought of the legend of the Bunyip.

   

   

 


    

  In 1845, another fossil was discovered. An Aboriginal man identified it as a Bunyip. This story kick-started many more monster sightings across Australia.

  In 1847, a bizarre skull was also thought to be that of a Bunyip. Stories of the Bunyip have cropped up ever since.

 

    

  What Scientists Believe

   

  The source of the legend of the Bunyip could be the Diprotodon. This animal probably didn't eat people, but it was HUGE! This giant wombat was 3m long and weighed over 2,720 kg!

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Mermaid: Half Human,

  Half Fish

 

    

  Mermaids are female creatures that are half human and half fish. Their faces are beautiful and they have long, flowing hair. They have arms, but no legs — just a large tailfin.

 

    
  Mermaids appear in art, literature and movies.

 

  


    

    

    
    


  How the Legend Began

   

  The first myths of mermaids may have originated around 1000 BCE It is believed that Atargatis from Syria wanted to run away from the land and become a creature of the sea. She decided to jump in a lake and become a fish. Unfortunately, only half of her body transformed and she became the first mermaid. Since then, many other mermaid stories have appeared in folklore.

   

  There have also been many reported sightings of mermaids throughout the centuries. Even Christopher Columbus reported seeing a mermaid.

 


    
  What Scientists Believe

   

  Scientists think that Manatees, which are sea mammals, have been mistaken for mermaids.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Sea Serpents or

  'Dragons of the Sea'

 

    

  A sea serpent is said to be an enormous snake with the head of a dragon. It is covered in scales and does not have flippers.

   

  Reports say some have thick bodies with yellow rings. They describe the head as green, long, and pointy.

 

    
  Early sea serpents were viewed as monsters that could attack ships and eat the sailors.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  How the Legend Began

   

  The legend of the sea serpent dates back to Norse mythology. Saint Olaf killed a sea serpent in Valldal, Norway in 1028 CE.

   

  Many cultures claim to have had sightings of huge sea serpents in the Mediterranean and Near East. Between the years of 130 and 51 BCE a dead sea creature was reported in Greece. It was 30 m long, with jaws large enough for a horse to fit inside.

 


    

  What Scientists Believe

   

  Scientists think the source of the sea serpent legend is the lungfish which can grow up to 2.1 m. The biggest one on record was 4 m long!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  What do you think of these legendary beasts?

  Do they exist? Or are these cryptids just clever hoaxes?

   

  The next time you are by the sea or in the forest, beware. A cryptid may be watching you ...
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      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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