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It’s not easy to live in the wild, especially if you’re a tiny animal trying to defend yourself against hungry predators. There are some stealthy predators out there that can be really dangerous. No matter how hard you try to hide, they will always be one step ahead. In the animal kingdom, there are two types of camouflage. The first type is disguise: some animals disguise themselves as something else. The second type is blending in: some animals are difficult to see. Every animal or insect is special because they use different ways to hide in their surroundings.
Here are the most amazing ones.



		You Have to See It to Believe It
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		Within a single species of leaf-mimicking katydids, no two individuals are alike.



		
Katydids spend most of their lives living on the leaves of plants in humid tropical areas. They can blend in with leaves by changing their colour to green. But what makes them unique is their ability to mimic chewed, speckled or brown decaying leaves. You’ll never know if one of them gets into a pile of dry leaves! The most dangerous predators of the katydids are monkeys. They can easily spot their fake ‘leaves’.



		Master of Disguise



		Leaf-Mimicking Katydid



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		To blend in, the goldenrod crab spider can change the colour of its body from yellow to white depending on the flower they are on.



		
The goldenrod crab spider has a pair of long front legs like those of crabs. It waits patiently in a goldenrod flower for prey to pass by. It’s a very clever arachnid that ambushes its enemy with a surprise attack. It will jump on a bee, grab it with its powerful front legs and eat it right away. That is why these spiders are called ‘hunters’. They don’t spin webs to catch their prey, they hunt them instead. This spider likes to hang out on goldenrods and daisies. That is why they can often be found in gardens, meadows and grasslands.



		Just Sit and Wait …



		
Goldenrod Crab Spider
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		Chameleons don’t have a middle or outer ear. They don’t have eardrums, either, but they’re not deaf!



		Chameleons live in forests, especially in Madagascar and Africa. There are many of them in the desert, too. They are carnivores that feast on insects and small birds and lizards. They can change the colour of their skin, making it easy for them to blend in with their surroundings. Chameleons have very long tongues which they use to catch prey. The chameleon’s eyes are very unique. They can be rotated separately, allowing the chameleon to see two angles at the same time.



		
The Graceful Reptile



		Chameleon



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
Chameleons are very shy by nature. They spend most of their time hiding in trees and leaves. They don’t cohabitate with other chameleons except during mating. There are more than 150 species of chameleon in the world. Some are the size of your thumbnail and others are as big as a cat. The smaller they are, the easier it is for them to hide in plain sight. Unfortunately, some species of chameleon are endangered, like the tiger chameleon. This eye-popping reptile is a truly magnificent creature.
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		When disturbed, the leaf-tailed gecko will open its jaw wide and show off its red mouth. That’s when it starts screaming like a child.



		
Leaf-tailed geckos live in the tropical forests of Madagascar. They sleep by resting their head against a tree trunk and adjusting their body according to the surroundings. They are carnivorous reptiles that feed mostly on insects and other small invertebrates. The females can lay two to three eggs per clutch. They can have up to three clutches per year. The eggs are laid on the forest floor and take approximately 95 days to hatch.



		Leaf-Tailed Gecko
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The pink crab spider hates the indoors! That’s why you’ll probably never see one in your house. If one has entered a house it means it was probably carried in on fresh-cut flowers or potted plants.



		
The pink crab spider is from the same family as the goldenrod crab spider. It lives in gardens, meadows and grasslands. It has four pairs of legs, with a front pair that’s bigger and longer than the others. It uses its back legs to move backwards or sideways. It also changes its colour to blend in with its environment. Pink crab spiders are active during the daytime. They also hunt their prey instead of using a web. They like to live in dry areas where they can easily hide from predators. These spiders love to eat insects. Pink crab spiders are not dangerous to humans.



		Pink Crab Spider
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Bat-faced toads can be found in the Amazon basin where they hide under dead leaves. They are so good at hiding that they can vanish in seconds. Their roughened skin makes them excellent at hiding in plain sight. Their favourite food is insects.



		The Bat-Faced Toad
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The common baron caterpillar is found in India and Southeast Asia. The female lays an egg under a leaf, which eventually hatches into a caterpillar. It’s very different from other caterpillars because, when it hatches, it emerges with little branch-like arms that extend from its body. Later on, these ‘branches’ resemble the veins of leaves, making the caterpillar almost invisible to the eye.



		When the camouflage is just right!



		Common Baron Caterpillar
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		The female dead leaf mantis sometimes eats the male after mating. It starts by biting the male’s head, then slowly eats the rest of its body. Now that’s love at first bite!



		
The dead leaf mantis is brown with light and dark spots all over its body, making it perfectly resemble a dead leaf. The male has a shield on its back called a prothorax which helps it blend in with its surroundings even better. When disturbed, it will play dead or run away in panic. When it faces a predator, the dead leaf mantis will show off its front wings – which have a huge black spot on them – to scare it off. The dead leaf mantis lives in tropical areas like Malaysia, Borneo and the Philippines.



		Dead Leaf Mantis
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Despite the fact that it is the most venomous fish of all, people still eat it. It’s a delicacy!



		
The stonefish is commonly found in tropical waters like the Pacific and Indian Oceans. It sits still on the seabed in rocks and coral reefs, and looks like a stone. It is equipped with deadly venom which it injects through a spine in its dorsal fins. The stonefish eats fish and invertebrates on the sea floor. However, dynamite fishing is destroying its habitat. Many stonefish die as a result, and those that survive are often forced to relocate.



		The World’s Most Venomous Fish



		Stonefish
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		Owls can turn their heads up to 270 degrees – now that is awesome!



		
Owls are predators that hunt smaller animals. They use their sharp beaks and talons to capture and eat their prey. They live in different habitats, from deserts, prairies, forests to even the Arctic tundra. Owls are carnivores. The large ones prey on small mammals such as rodents, mice and rabbits, while smaller owls eat insects, lizards and frogs. Owls are nocturnal animals: they hunt at night. Some types of owl prefer to perch on a tree branch and swoop down on their prey. These are the ones that can hide in plain sight. Other types of owl prefer to soar through the sky, looking for prey to snap up.



		Owls
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		Male willow ptarmigans take care of the babies – they’re the only grouse that does this. They’re the best daddies in the world!



		
Willow ptarmigans are part of the grouse family, and can be found in open forests, tundra, meadows and in colder mountain regions. They also live in thickets and willows. They mainly eat vegetation such as leaves, berries, buds or twigs. The clutch size of a willow ptarmigan is six to ten eggs. In winter, they burrow into snowbanks at night to sleep.



		Willow Ptarmigan
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Stick Insect



		The Walking Sticks



		Stick insects are easily mistaken for sticks because they’re thin and look like moving sticks. They live in tropical and temperate forests. Stick insects are related to the praying mantis. Both have thin bodies and long limbs. Luckily they aren’t picky eaters, so they can find food easily. Their diet consists mainly of leaves. But they can’t hide forever. Spiders, bats, birds and lizards are among the most common predators of stick insects.



		Stick insects are the world’s longest insects. They can also regrow lost limbs!
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		Tropidoderus childrenii look so much like leaves that other stick insects will chew on their wings, thinking they’re eucalyptus leaves!



		
The tropidoderus childrenii, known as the ‘Children’s Stick Insect’, is a stick insect that lives in Australia. It can be found throughout New South Wales, the east coast of Queensland and Victoria. The males and females look very different. The females are greenish or light pink in colour while the males have a reddish-brown colour. The males fly a lot while the females stay in the trees where they lay eggs. Their eggs are oval in shape and look like seeds. They fall to the ground and hatch after four months. Tropidoderus childrenii likes to eat different kinds of eucalyptus or gum tree leaves. It can easily fool other animals with its camouflaging skills.



		Children’s Stick Insect



		
Tropidoderus Childrenii
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Camouflaged animals are very unique. They use their natural abilities to blend in with their surroundings to protect themselves from their enemies. They also use camouflage as a defence mechanism, especially when hunting for food. Which is your favourite camouflaged animal or insect?



		Deceptions and Optical Illusions
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    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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You Have to See
It to Believe It

It's not easy to live in the wild, especially if you're a tiny
animal trying to defend yourself against hungry predators.
There are some stealthy predators out there that can be
really dangerous. No matter how hard you try to hide,
they will always be one step ahead. In the animal kingdom,
there are two types of camouflage. The first type is
disguise: some animals disguise themselves as something
else. The second type is blending in: some animals are
difficult to see. Every animal or insect is special because
they use different ways to hide in their surroundings.

Here are the most amazing ones.
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