
    

    

    
    

  Eight-year-old Grace was playing with her toys in her room when her mum came in.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  She looked up in excitement as she heard her mum's voice. “Hi Mummy!” she cried, running to hug her.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  “Hey baby, I missed you so much!” Grace's mum said.

  “I know you did Mummy. I missed you too,” Grace said, smiling.

  “Has Daddy been taking good care of you?” Grace's mum asked.

  “Of course I have! I think she loves me even more than you!” laughed Grace's dad as he joined them.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  “So, what do you have for me, Mummy?” asked Grace.

  “Oh, I almost forgot!” her mum replied, opening her bag. She took out a package and gave it to Grace.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Grace opened the gift, but frowned when she saw what was inside.

  'Mummy, you know my favourite colour is pink. Why did you buy me a blue journal?'

 


  



    

    

    
    

  “Baby... it's still beautiful...” her mum started.

  “No, Mummy. I don't like it, and I won't take it!” Grace cut in. She returned the gift and crossed her arms. “You have to get me a pink journal,” she said.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Two weeks later, it was Thanksgiving. Grace's favourite aunt, Aunt Laura, came to visit. Aunt Laura always brought gifts so Grace was excited to see her. Grace started opening Aunt Laura's bags the minute she put them down.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Aunt Laura laughed. “Be patient, Grace!” After Grace calmed down, Aunt Laura gave her a little black box from her bag. Grace opened it in excitement. She took a silver necklace out of the box, but didn't say thank you.

 


    
  Instead, she started shaking the box.

  “Grace, what are you looking for?” asked Aunt Laura.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Grace frowned. “I'm looking for the matching ring. Doesn't it have a

  matching ring?”

  “No, darling...” said Aunt Laura.

  “But all the other girls have necklaces with matching rings,” Grace replied.

  “Won't you at least try to say thank you and try it on before complaining?” Aunt Laura asked, irritated. “If you don't want it, I'll take it back,” she added.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  “I think I'll keep it, Aunt Laura,” Grace said.

  “Grace, you should learn to appreciate gifts more. Smiling and saying thank you are small but good ways of showing that you appreciate a gift,” explained Aunt Laura.

  “I'm sorry, Aunt Laura. Thank you for the necklace,” Grace said.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  “That's my girl. Now, let's go help out in the kitchen,” Aunt Laura suggested. Grace shook her head.

  “Let's go and watch television instead! Mummy can handle the kitchen,” said Grace.

  “Grace, you need to help out around the house sometimes. Of course, Mummy can do it, but she would like us to help. Everyone needs help. So, if you can help, you should,” said Aunt Laura.

  “Okay Aunt Laura,” sighed Grace. “Let's go to the kitchen and help.”

 


  



    

    

    
    

  A few weeks later, it was Christmas Day. Grace woke up early and rushed down to the Christmas tree to see what Santa had brought her. She saw a box with her name on it. She ripped the box open, but frowned when she saw a pair of pink and white shoes inside.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Grace took out the shoes and glared at them. Her dad noticed she was unhappy.

  “What's wrong?” he asked her.

  “I don't like these shoes, Daddy. They're really childish,” she said.

  “Well, if you don't like them, I'm sure someone else will. Come on... let's go on a little trip,” Grace's dad said. They got into the car but Grace's dad wouldn't tell her where they were going. Soon, they arrived at a large building.

  “Where are we, Daddy?” asked Grace.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  “This is an orphanage. It's a place where children without families live. And since you don't like your new shoes, I thought we could donate them to someone who will appreciate the gift,” her dad explained. Grace nodded. They entered the building. Grace and her dad were greeted by a friendly woman. She took the shoe box from them and thanked them. “This will make someone very happy,” she said.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Grace and her dad left the orphanage. Just before they got in the car, they noticed a little girl about the same age as Grace watching them. She was wearing the pink and white shoes! The girl walked towards them shyly. “Thank you so much for the shoes. They're really pretty!” The girl hugged Grace and ran back inside the orphanage.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  “I hope you've learnt an important lesson today, Grace,” her dad said. “Be grateful for what you have and always appreciate the gifts you receive.” Grace finally understood how ungrateful she had been.

  “Thank you for bringing me here, Daddy. I'm so lucky to have you, Mummy and Aunt Laura. I will never complain about a gift ever again,” she said as she hugged her dad tightly.
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    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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