

    

    

    
    
  Step into the Unknown

 

    

  Many legends, tales and myths have been passed down through the ages, all of them fascinating, many of them magical ... and some of them true.

   

  As we try to unravel the mystery of these tales, we sometimes get very close to discovering the truth. The intriguing legend of the City of Atlantis is one of these tales.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  The Beginning

 

    

  It all started in 360 BCE. One man, one story told, one myth created. The fact that he was one of the greatest philosophers who ever lived has helped to make the captivating legend live on for so many years. Yet, no other evidence about Atlantis has been recovered besides the words of that wise man.

   

  His name was Plato and he was a highly educated aristocrat in Ancient Greece. He wrote about this legendary island 9,000 years after its existence. In two of his books, he described its splendour in quite some detail and we still refer to his writings today.

 


    
  The names of these two famous books written by Plato are Timaeus and Critias.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  How Did Plato Discover Atlantis?

 

    

  Many stories and myths are based on true events. Plato apparently learned of Atlantis through Egyptian priests and politicians who handed down the information over many centuries. Medieval writers and Arabian geographers have also spoken of the city. This story has been told from one person to another for 9,000 years. How much of it do you think was true by the time it was told to Plato?

   

  If the legendary island was still being spoken of so many years later, does it not make you wonder whether it truly could have existed?

 


  



    

    

    
    
  The Beautiful Island of Atlantis

 

    

  Plato described the beautiful city of Atlantis as a rich and prosperous island that was circular in shape. Powerful and exceptionally clever princes lived there, who succeeded in conquering many other Mediterranean islands.

 


    

  Legend has it that these powerful princes became so greedy for money and power that the gods turned upon them.

 

    
  Egyptian priests assumed that the sea swallowed up the whole island as a punishment for the people's greed.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Imagination?

 

    

  But wait ... is it possible that Atlantis is simply a fantasy? Could Plato have made it all up? Well, some scientists strongly believe that Atlantis is just a figment of his imagination. They claim that Plato created the tale as a moral example for his fellow citizens, warning them about what happened to cities that became greedy and disobeyed the law.

   

  Which theory sounds more realistic to you? Let's find out more!

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Find it on a Map

 

    

  No true trace of Atlantis has ever been found, but legend says it laid a little beyond the Pillars of Hercules, west of the Strait of Gibraltar in the Atlantic Ocean. The island has allegedly been found on countless occasions. Scientists and researchers claim to have discovered it in locations as far away as the Antarctic and the Caribbean. It has also supposedly been found in Germany! There have been many searches, many alleged discoveries ... and also many deceptions.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Modern-Day Search Methods

 

    

  Scientists delight in searching for long-lost treasures and finding explanations for mysteries such as this one. They can conduct deep-sea research by using remotely operated apparatus. With the help of high-resolution cameras, sonar and laser equipment, they can explore extreme depths.

   

  Many mysteries have already been solved with scientific research, but not the mystery of Atlantis.

 


    
  Searching for islands or long-lost treasures sounds like a lot of fun, but it is also very expensive and takes a lot of dedication and hard work.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  What do the Scientists Say?

 

    
  Do Scientists Believe the Legend of Atlantis to Be True?

 

    

  Most scientists believe that it cannot be true. They say that even if a volcano erupted, followed by earthquakes and a tsunami, it still wouldn't be enough to wash away a whole island. Some evidence would remain. Also, the fact that Atlantis is mentioned only in Plato's writings has caused scientists to be doubtful about its existence.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  A few scientists, however, do believe the tale to be true. Robert Ballard, a National Geographic ocean explorer, is one of them. Around 1500 BCE, on the Aegean island of Thera - better known as Santorini - a colossal volcanic eruption occurred. Several earthquakes and tsunamis followed. This sequence of catastrophes wiped away a whole civilization on the nearby island of Crete: the Minoans. He believes that this is exactly what happened with Atlantis, too.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Unexplored Oceans

 

    

  Most earthquakes and volcanic eruptions happen on the bottom of the sea! A volcanic eruption above water may not be powerful enough to destroy a whole island, but an eruption below the water and the earthquakes that follow could cause far more serious damage.

   

  Our oceans are miles deep and much of ocean depths remain unexplored. This could explain why, after 11,000 years, Atlantis has still not been found.

 

    
  Oceans cover around 75% of our planet.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Archaeology

 

    

  The archaeologist Richard Freund and his team discovered a city in south-western Spain similar to that of Atlantis, with the same circular shape that Plato described. But what fascinated Freund the most was the discovery of so-called 'memorial cities' located in central Spain. He believed that these cities were built by the survivors of Atlantis as a reminder of their homeland.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Satellite Technology

 

    

  Recently, with the help of satellite pictures, a team of Spanish researchers working together with Richard Freund found many artefacts, such as clay figures, that they think originate from Atlantis. The remains were discovered close to the area described by Plato. Signs of tsunami damage fuelled their belief that they had found the true city of Atlantis.

 

    
  When discoveries like this are made, all the remains need to be carefully analysed by specialists to date how old they are.

 

    
  A stone carving was also found, showing a warrior holding a sword and a shield as a soldier 'guarding' an aerial map of the city of Atlantis.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Another Explanation

 

    

  Among the many theories about the existence and location of Atlantis, there has also been the suggestion that aliens created the city. Plato alleged that the habitants of Atlantis were half-men, half-gods.

 

    
  Early scientists believed that when lemmings threw themselves off of cliffs and swam into the ocean, they were actually looking for their ancient home Atlantis.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Never-Ending Inspiration

 

    

  Over the years, the Atlantis legend has drawn the attention not only of scientists and researchers, but of other people, too. Directors and scriptwriters have used Atlantis as inspiration for some wonderful masterpieces. The latest movie that was based upon the idea of Atlantis is Aquaman. Others that have embraced the legend are: Journey 2: The Mysterious Island, Atlantis Rising and even Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  The Search Continues

 

    

  Even without any proof that Atlantis ever existed, people aren't giving up on the idea of the 'Lost City.'

   

  As technology advances and the mystery remains, someone, somewhere will continue searching for it. So, if Atlantis did exist, one day it will surely be discovered.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  True or False?

 

    
  With all the extraordinary detail that Plato provided about Atlantis, it's easy to imagine that his tales were based on something real.

  But with so many modern-day scientists claiming it never existed, it's difficult to know what to believe.

 

    

  What do you think? Could the island of Atlantis be real, or was it all just in Plato's imagination?
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