
    

    

    
    

  Ancient Greeks and Their Gods

 

    
  The Ancient Greek civilization was fascinating. Ancient Greece is known for its philosophers, men of wisdom and learning, but also for its fearless warriors and terrifying gods. The myths about the Greek gods helped people understand different mysteries of the known world; people were convinced that the gods gave their approval for wars, romance and adventures. Mount Olympus was believed to be the home of the most important royal gods.

 

    
  Mount Olympus is a real mountain. It is the highest mountain in Greece, and has 52 peaks that are often covered with clouds.

 

  


    

    

    
    



  Titans and Olympians

 

    
  The Titans were the original gods, created according to Greek mythology, at the beginning of time. These giant gods, led by Cronus, Zeus' father, ruled the world until Zeus challenged them.

 

    
  The Greeks believed Zeus rescued his brothers and sisters from his father's stomach, after he had swallowed them, and then together they led the Olympians to victory over the Titans in the so-called Battle of the Titans. The Olympians were victorious and sent the Titans to a place called Tartarus, a terrible, very deep pit.

 

    
  The Battle of the Titans lasted for ten years. Atlas, who was one of the giant Titan gods, was punished to bear the weight of the heavens on his shoulders after the battle.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Zeus, the Father

  and Ruler of Gods

 

    
  Zeus married his sister Hera, and was the father of many of the gods living on Mount Olympus. The Olympians met every day to discuss what was happening in the world. They decided how they could influence the lives of people and other gods. Zeus sat on a golden throne.

 

    
  The ancient Olympic Games were held every fourth year in honour of Zeus. They took place in Olympia, one of his many sanctuaries

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Twelve

  Olympians

 

    

  There were twelve very important gods with different characters and powers. They were named after the place where they lived. They were: Zeus, Hera, Athena, Poseidon, Artemis, Apollo, Demeter, Aphrodite, Hermes, Hephaestus, Dionysus and Ares. Hades was also one of the most important gods. But he lived in the Underworld and was not considered an Olympian god.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  King and Queen of the Olympians

 

    

  Zeus ruled over everything and everyone. He could control the weather and throw lightning bolts down upon the Earth. Hera, his wife, was the goddess of marriage and family. Unfortunately, she didn't trust her husband, Zeus. So, she decided to ask a monster named Argus to spy on him. Argus had one hundred eyes. The legend tells us that Zeus ordered Hermes to kill the monster, but it was difficult because the eyes were always watching. Hermes solved the problem by putting the monster to sleep. When all its eyes closed, he killed the monster.

 


    
  According to Greek mythology, after Argus' death, Hera put all his eyes on a peacock's tail and that is how the peacock got its beautiful tail.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Zeus' Brothers

 

    

  Poseidon was Zeus' brother and ruled over the sea. He is usually pictured with a trident, a three-pronged spear. Poseidon was bad tempered and his moods could not only create storms, but also cause earthquakes.

   

  Hades, brother of both Zeus and Poseidon, was the god of the dead and the Underworld. It was the place where the souls of the dead went in the afterlife. The gates of the Underworld were guarded by a three-headed dog called Cerberus.

 

    
  Hades' name became a synonym of the underworld in many languages.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Zeus' Children

 

    
  Apollo, the son of Zeus, was a god of music and art. He played an instrument called the lyre. It looked like a harp, but was smaller. The Nine Muses were his companions. Each of them was a goddess of a different art.

 

    

  Artemis was Apollo's twin sister. She was a goddess of the hunt, wild animals, forests and hills. She is represented in art as a huntress, walking with a stag or a hunting dog.

 

    
  One of the craters of the Moon is named Artemis.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Athena was a very important goddess of wisdom, skills and war. She was Zeus' favourite daughter, thus sometimes she was allowed to use his weapon, the lightning bolt. Athena was the guardian of the city of Athens and the Parthenon was her temple.

 

    
  Athena loved owls and so they became known as wise birds.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Other Important Deities

 

    

  Hermes was the messenger god. He was also known as the god of sports, travellers and merchants. He had wings on his helmet and his sandals so he could be fast.

   

  Aphrodite was the most beautiful of all the gods. The Greeks believed she was created from the foam of the sea waves. She was born as a grown person and was the goddess of love. Aphrodite had a son called Eros and together they helped people and gods fall in love. Eros used his magic bow and arrows to create a love attraction.

 


    
  Hermes' picture was used to create the symbol of the Comrades Marathon. This annual long distance running event takes place in South Africa.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Dionysus was the god of wine and fertility. Since wine played an important role in Greek culture, Dionysus was strongly worshipped and his cult was widespread.

   

  Demeter was the goddess of agriculture, grains, harvest and the seasons. Her daughter, Persephone, was captured by Hades to be his queen in the Underworld. This made Demeter terribly sad. Her feelings affected the weather, so it was winter for a long, long time. Then Hades agreed that Persephone could go back and visit her mother for part of the year. This brought great happiness to Demeter and that was how the spring and summer were created. When Persephone went back to the Underworld, Demeter became sad again and the season changed to autumn and then to winter.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Hephaestus, the god of fire, was a blacksmith who had his forge in a volcano. Zeus made him marry Aphrodite, so the other gods could stop fighting over her. Hestia was the goddess of home and hearth. She had the keys to the gate of Olympus and made sure all the gods were taken care of. Ares was the god of war. He is often shown wearing a helmet and carrying a spear. He was the father of the Amazons, the fearsome women warriors.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Heroes

 

    

  The Greeks also had well known heroes who fought battles and did brave deeds. The great poet Homer wrote about them in his famous epic poems the Iliad and the Odyssey.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Theseus

 

    

  Theseus was the hero who fought and killed the Minotaur, a terrible monster with the head of a bull and the body of a lion. The Minotaur lived in a labyrinth on the island of Crete. Every nine years, seven youths and maidens were sacrificed to him. Once, when Theseus was among the youths that were about to be eaten by the Minotaur, he decided to face him and after a fight the monster was defeated. Before going into the labyrinth Ariadne, daughter of Minos, the Cretan king, had fallen in love with Theseus and had given him a thread that she told him to unravel as he went into the labyrinth, so that after he kills the Minotaur, he would know how to get out.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Jason and the Argonauts

 

    

  Jason was the leader of the Argonauts, a group of heroes famous for their Quest for the Golden Fleece. The Golden Fleece was that of a winged ram and kept in Colchis, a faraway land on the coast of the Black Sea. In order to take the throne from the ruler of his home town, Jason set out on the quest accompanied by 49 Argonauts. After making many stops, which have been recorded in literature, they arrived in Colchis. In order to get the Golden Fleece from its ruler, Jason was given three tasks. Discouraged at first, he soon had Medea, the king's daughter, on his side. Upon falling in love with him she helped him to defeat the fire-breathing oxen, the army of warriors and the sleepless dragon.

 


  


    

    

    
    


  Achilles

 


    
  Achilles was a fierce warrior, a hero of the Trojan War and the main character of the Iliad. When he was an infant, his mother bathed him in the River Styx in order to make him immortal. However, she held him very tightly by his foot as she bathed him in the Styx, but so tightly that the water did not touch his heel. His heel was therefore the only place where Achilles could be hurt. That was exactly the spot where Paris shot him with an arrow in revenge for the death of his brother Hector whom Achilles had slayed in combat, himself avenging his closest friend Patroclus.

 


    
  Today, in many languages 'Achilles' heel' is an idiom expressing a weakness.

 

  


    

    

    
    


  Odysseus

 


    
  Odysseus, also known as Ulysses, is the legendary king of Ithaca and the central character of the epic poem named after him. Living a happy life with his wife Penelope and his new born son, he didn't want to join the Trojan expedition. Also, a prophecy said that if he went to Troy his return would take a long time. However, his role in the Trojan War was important, as he was not only a warrior, but also a strategic mastermind who came up with the idea of the Trojan Horse.

  After the war he went through numerous adventures and misfortunes trying to reach home. Finally, twenty years after he left, he got back. He claimed his throne, but not before killing his wife's suitors!

 


    
  Penelope is a symbol of fidelity. Despite having multiple suitors during her husband's absence she remained faithful to Odysseus.

 

  


    

    

    
    


  Heracles

 

    
  Heracles is the most popular of all Greek heroes. He was known for his extraordinary strength and his immense courage. That is why he was the gatekeeper of Mount Olympus. In a state of madness caused by Hera, Heracles killed all of his children. As a punishment, he had to perform twelve difficult tasks, or labours, all of them impossible for an ordinary man. Capturing both the Minotaur and Cerberus were just a couple of his labours.
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    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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