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		SOS



		
“Mayday! Mayday! We see a strange object on our course. We are lost. Mayday!”



		
June the 28th, 1980. These are the last words heard from the pilot, Jose Santos. After sending this distress call, his aircraft disappeared from the radar and vanished into thin air. To this day, neither the plane nor the pilot and co-pilot have been found. The plane was flying towards Puerto Rico when it disappeared. Where could it be?
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More Mysteries



		Over the years, many distress calls from pilots and ships’ captains have been sent from this particular area. Can you think of a place on Earth where ships and planes regularly disappear? That’s right, it’s the ‘Bermuda Triangle’, also known as the ‘Devil’s Triangle’. So … where exactly is this mysterious place?
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Find it on a Map



		You can look for the Bermuda Triangle on a map, but you won’t find it labelled. Yet everybody knows about it … and its eerie reputation.
In fact, the area only became known as the Bermuda Triangle in the 1950s, when strange happenings and disappearances were becoming more publicised. The Bermuda Triangle is huge!
It spans at least 500,000 square miles (1,294,994 km2) and can be found in the North Atlantic Ocean. The three ‘sides’ of the triangle are made up of Florida, Bermuda, and Puerto Rico.
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Hundreds of Disappearances?



		Have there really been so many disappearances? Officially, the incidents in this area are no more frequent than anywhere else.
However, lots of small planes and fishing boats have disappeared without a trace in the Bermuda Triangle. Perhaps it was difficult to find them because of their size.
But how can we explain the fact that lots of bigger aircraft, and even massive cargo ships have simply vanished, too?



		These disappearances have been going on for hundreds of years. Some of the earliest recorded took place as far back as the 15th century.
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What do Scientists Say?



		Scientists give us some explanations for these disappearances. They say that problems with magnetic compasses can send aircraft and sea vessels, large and small, off course. Indeed, they can. A compass will normally point to the magnetic north, which is different to the North Pole or ‘true north’ we all know.



		This means that the compass pin will align with Earth’s magnetic field, making it easy for pilots and ships’ captains to work out what direction they’re travelling in. However, if another magnet is located nearby, the compass may not work properly, and it can throw planes and ships off course.



		There are just two places on Earth where a compass will point to what is known as the ‘true north’. One of them is the Bermuda Triangle!
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Let’s Investigate



		We can take a few guesses at what might be behind these spooky disappearances and try to unravel the mystery. Human error? Pilots and captains can misjudge weather conditions and make mistakes. We presume that vessels or planes travelling through the Bermuda Triangle have skilled captains and pilots at the controls, but unexpected weather conditions, common in this area, can spell disaster. Mechanical failure? This could possibly account for a few of the disappearances, but could it really be responsible for so many missing planes and vessels?



		Many people have reported UFO sightings in the Bermuda Triangle. Do you think that aliens might have something to do with all of this?
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		Gas Explosion



		
Another theory is that the disappearance of ships and planes in the Bermuda Triangle is caused by gas explosions. Scientists discovered huge methane craters in the Barents Sea, off the coast of Norway. Research showed that methane can escape into the air, making the atmosphere highly turbulent and possibly dangerous for aircraft.



		
Norway is, of course, nowhere near the Bermuda Triangle, but some scientists believe that the same thing could be happening there, and might be behind the mysterious disappearance of planes and ships.



		The craters discovered on the seabed off the coast of Norway are approximately 150 feet (45.72 m) deep and O.5 miles (804.62 m) wide.
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		Deep and Busy Waters



		Scientists say that there is nothing unusual about the waters of the Bermuda Triangle and that there are so many accidents in the area simply because it’s very busy. The more traffic there is, the greater the chance of accidents happening. That does seem logical.



		
The waters are also very deep. The deepest point in the Atlantic Ocean is the Milwaukee Depth, which is located in the Bermuda Triangle. This could explain why so many lost vessels have not been recovered. The depth of the water makes it impossible to search for them.



		The Milwaukee Depth is an incredible 27,493 feet (8.38 km) deep.
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Stormy Weather



		Scientists and meteorologists explain that the Bermuda Triangle area is renowned for its freak weather. Fog, electrical storms, and rogue waves … these can surely account for some of the disappearances. In the Bermuda Triangle, a wave can rise high enough to make even a large ship disappear.



		Some waves can reach heights of more than 50 feet (15.24 m). That’s as high as a five-story building!
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Let’s Take a Look at a Few of These Accidents



		In 1945, five U.S. Navy torpedo bomber planes carrying 14 men took off from Fort Lauderdale in Florida. Several hours into the mission – known as Flight 19 – the planes’ compasses stopped working properly, and they all got lost.
A second crew of 13 men was sent to rescue them. Incredibly (or coincidentally …) they got lost, too.
All of them completely disappeared. None of the men or the aircraft have ever been found.
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		Alone at Sea



		
Captain Joshua Slocum was a highly experienced sailor. He had sailed some of the tallest ships in the world and was the very first man to sail around the world single-handedly. He set out on a routine trip in 1909. Part of his route involved crossing the Bermuda Triangle.
Joshua simply vanished and was never seen again. Some assumed his boat must have collided with another. Others said that was unlikely, considering what a skilled sailor he was.
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Disappeared Giant



		In 1918 the USS Cyclops, a gigantic cargo ship carrying 300 men and a whopping 10,000 tons of manganese, sailed through the Bermuda Triangle.
This colossal vessel vanished. Not a single trace of it has ever been found. Not the vessel, nor the men or the 10,000 tons of cargo.
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		Columbus’s First Voyage



		
The very first report of strange phenomena in the Bermuda Triangle was in 1492. On his first voyage, Christopher Columbus spotted an enormous ball of fire when passing through these waters. It has been suggested that it could’ve been a meteor.



		
Columbus wrote in his journal: “There exists the possibility of never leaving this legendary sea. My compass acts strangely. This sea seems to have the ability to draw things in from all over the Atlantic like a catch-basin.”
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		Bermuda Triangle Mystery



		Is it real? Is the Bermuda Triangle actually a black hole in the Atlantic Ocean? Or is it just an ordinary part of the ocean with big waves and stormy weather? One thing we do know is that there have been many strange disappearances in these waters, and they cannot all be explained. What about you? Would you sail a boat through the ‘Devil’s Triangle’?
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