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What is a Legend?



		To put it simply, legends are stories that have been handed down and retold by people over generations. As these stories are passed from person to person, they are often added to and changed, but the main elements remain the same. This is because a legend is, usually at least, partly based on fact.



		Legends can tell of people, places or beasts, and describe actions, adventures and deeds. History is full of legends that have entertained and puzzled people for centuries. In this book, we will take a look at some of the best-known legends from around the world. Some are heroic, some are fantastical, while others are downright spooky.



		It’s up to you to decide for yourself whether you believe in the weird and wonderful legends within …



		Because legends are based on reality, you won’t find any of the magic or monsters that you’ll find in myths and folklore.
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Robin Hood



		
One of the most famous legendary characters of all time is Robin Hood. The story goes that Robin Hood was an outlaw who lived in Sherwood Forest in Nottingham, England. He was a very talented archer, who used his skills to rob from the rich. The story grew as it was passed down and retold throughout history, but the main elements have remained the same. In the tale we know today, Robin Hood nobly stole from the rich to give to the poor, had a faithful band of merry men, which included Little John and Friar Tuck, and he was in love with the beautiful and brave Maid Marion.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
Fact or Folklore?



		While the true facts of the legend are not known for sure, Robin Hood is widely believed to have been an Englishman from medieval times. Scholars have found stories about his life as far back as the late 1400s, suggesting he was already a popular legend by then. These stories involve real characters from history like the greedy Sheriff of Nottingham and the cruel Prince John, and echo the poor conditions that ordinary people would have lived in at that time. However, extra details have been added over the centuries and those probably aren’t true!



		As well as being the inspiration behind many books and poems, Robin Hood’s famous adventures have been turned into comics, TV shows and films, including a Disney animated version.
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		Dracula



		
Although legends about vampires have existed since the late seventeenth century, none is more famous than Bram Stoker’s bloodthirsty creation, Dracula. Count Dracula was the main character in Stoker’s 1897 horror novel. In it, Dracula is described as a pale, centuries-old vampire with sharp teeth. He lives in a creepy old castle in Transylvania and rises from his coffin at night to drink the blood of humans. This legendary tale has since inspired countless other vampire stories, television shows and movies.



		Dracula stars as a major character in more than 200 movies!
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		Fact or Folklore?



		
Even though we know Dracula is a made-up story, most scholars believe that the character was named after, and perhaps inspired by, a real person: Vlad the Impaler. The word ‘dracula’ or ‘draculea’ in Romanian means ‘son of the Dragon.’ Vlad got the name Dracula from his father, who was a member of the Order of the Dragon. He was a vicious warlord who impaled his enemies on stakes. The historical tales about him are filled with horror, cruelty and, of course, blood.



		Most of the well-known characteristics that we associate with vampires today actually came from Dracula. These include the ability to turn others into vampires by biting them, the use of garlic to ward off vampires, sleeping in a coffin, turning into a bat, fearing the sun and being killed by having a stake put through the heart.
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Bigfoot



		Bigfoot, also known as Sasquatch, is believed to be a huge, hairy creature living in woodland areas of Canada and the United States. Stories about this monster-man date back hundreds of years, to the Native American legends of ‘wild men’ in the woods. The legend turned into a global sensation in the 1950s, when an American newspaper reported sightings of enormous footprints and gave the mysterious creature its famous name: Bigfoot.



		Some people think that Bigfoot is actually a species of ape, grizzly bear, or even an alien!
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Fact or Folklore?



		The most common evidence for Bigfoot comes from eyewitness sightings. However, even with today’s technology, the only pictures and videos that exist are blurry, and most of those have been found to be mistakes or fakes. While no bones, bodies or any other scientific evidence has ever been found, many people are still convinced that the creature exists, and until proven otherwise the legend of Bigfoot will live on.



		
This famous picture, taken from a video filmed in 1967, remains the best evidence for the existence of Bigfoot.



		Descriptions of the beast vary slightly in details, but all who claim to have seen it say it walks upright like a human on its two enormous feet, is covered in hair like an ape and is much taller than humans: up to 4.5 metres (around 15 feet) tall!
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Hua Mulan



		These days, Mulan is known around the world thanks to the hit Disney movie about her, but she has been a legendary Chinese heroine in her own country for centuries. According to the iconic legend, Mulan enlisted as a soldier in the army in order to take the place of her elderly father. Back then women were not allowed to join the military, so she had to disguise herself as a man. She bravely fought on the frontlines for 12 years and was even promoted to general, but refused any reward from the emperor. Despite the glory, all she asked for was a horse to carry her home to her family.



		The warrior woman’s heroic story is still taught to children today in schools across China.
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		Fact or Folklore?



		
Because the legend is over 1,500 years old and was mainly passed on by people telling the story out loud, it is very hard to prove whether Hua Mulan was a real person. The story is first recorded in an ancient Chinese tale called ‘The Ballad of Mulan,’ which dates way back to the fourth or fifth century CE. But true or not, the famous story of China’s female warrior has remained popular and been an inspiration to women throughout the ages.



		Mulan has a crater on Venus named after her!
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		King Arthur



		
Of all the kings of lore, the tales of King Arthur’s heroic adventures are some of the most famous of all. Possibly the most magical is the story of the Sword in the Stone. Legend has it that Arthur’s father died when Arthur was small, and a wizard, Merlin, sent Arthur far away to grow up with an adopted family. After several years, Arthur happened to be out in the woods trying to find a sword for his older brother, Sir Kay. He found a mythical sword stuck in a stone that, according to legend, only a true king would be able to pull out. Arthur succeeded in removing the sword, Excalibur, from the stone where many others had failed, and claimed his rightful place as King of Britain.
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		Fact or Folklore?



		When it comes to tales of King Arthur, Camelot and his Knights of the Round Table, it is very hard to separate myth, legend and fact. Although some of the tales might seem too far-fetched to be true, many historians believe Arthur was in fact a real person who lived during the Dark Ages around 500 - 800 CE. And there are plenty of stories from the time discussing Arthur’s many adventures. But oddly, Arthur’s name is not recorded on the lists of Britain’s kings at that time. Real or not, King Arthur has certainly lived on in popular culture.



		Like many legends, the story of King Arthur has grown and changed over the centuries, with new quests and characters added. It was common during this time for storytellers to give their heroes supernatural abilities, which could explain the magical parts, like Merlin the wizard!
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The Kraken



		Of all the legendary creatures that are said to live in the sea, perhaps the most terrifying is the Kraken. This monstrous creature is believed to live in the freezing oceans of the far north. It is said to attack passing ships by wrapping its long tentacles around the whole vessel and then dragging it down to the bottom of the sea, creating large whirlpools as it sinks. Accounts vary about the sheer size of the fearsome monster, but some sailors who claim to have seen one say that you could mistake it for an island!
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Fact or Folklore?



		While there is no evidence to support the existence of the mythical Kraken, equally impressive creatures are known to exist in Earth’s oceans. In particular, the giant squid is truly a wonder: they are said to be able to grow to up to 18 metres (around 60 feet) in length, though no one truly knows how large they can grow as they have rarely been seen. So enormous are giant squid that they are thought to have given rise to the legend of the Kraken in the first place!



		In times past, people were so convinced about the existence of the Kraken that this beast of the oceans was even included in some scientific books. It was classified as a cephalopod: a close relative of the octopus!



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
The Pied Piper



		You probably know the fairy tale of the Pied Piper of Hamelin, but did you know the story is actually based on real events? As the famous story goes, in 1284 the German town of Hamelin was completely overrun with rats. One day a mysterious piper appeared, dressed in a bright, multi-coloured coat. The piper promised he could get rid of the rats in return for a fee, and the townsfolk agreed. The piper played his magic musical pipe to lead the rats out of town, but the people broke their promise and did not pay him. Furious, the piper played his pipe to lure all the town’s children to follow him, just as he had the rats. They were never seen again.



		The rats were actually added to the story much later!
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Fact or Folklore?



		The story may be strange, but it is based on truth! Historical records show that 130 children did indeed disappear from Hamelin in the Middle Ages. The earliest record of the event has been traced back to 1300 CE, to a stained glass window from the church of Hamelin. It shows the Pied Piper with several children and is thought to be a memorial. A written account has also been found from 1384, which says simply: ‘It is 100 years since our children left.’ Spooky.



		Though there are a number of theories, nobody knows for sure what happened to the children.



		The street where the children were last seen is now called ‘Bungelosenstrasse,’ which means ‘street without drums.’ To this day, no one is allowed to play music or dance there.
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Legends have fascinated and inspired children and adults alike for generations. Many have spent time researching which parts of the legends may be true, which parts have had fictitious events added and which are completely made up.



		
But maybe it doesn’t matter. The very telling of the legends in this book makes them real – they will live on in our imagination forever. And whether or not all the characters of the legend truly existed isn’t important compared to what we can learn from them. King Arthur and Mulan teach us the lessons of courage and selflessness. From Robin Hood, we learn the values of honour, daring and looking after your fellow men. And as for the legend of Bigfoot – well, maybe that just teaches us that we shouldn’t believe everything we hear!
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    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();




OEBPS/image/100761-background.jpg





OEBPS/audio/100759-pageAudio.mp3
null

51.36



OEBPS/image/100767-background.jpg
g e——






OEBPS/audio/100762-pageAudio.mp3
null

63.168



OEBPS/image/67.png





OEBPS/audio/100758-pageAudio.mp3
null

61.344



OEBPS/image/52.png





OEBPS/image/100752-background.jpg





OEBPS/image/100765-background.jpg





OEBPS/audio/100757-pageAudio.mp3


OEBPS/image/1.png





OEBPS/audio/100763-pageAudio.mp3
null

34.656



