
    

    

    
    
  Beauty and the Beast

 

    

  Once upon a time, there was a wealthy merchant who lived in a luxurious house in the city with his three daughters. His two eldest daughters were selfish and vain, while the youngest, whom they had called Beauty because of her charming looks, was good hearted, sincere and generous.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Due to some business deals gone badly, the merchant lost a good portion of his wealth and was obliged to relocate, together with his three girls, to a humble little cottage in the countryside. Beauty adjusted easily to her new condition, while her sisters never stopped complaining about it.

 

    

  One day, their father announced that he had to go to the city on a business trip and, having good hopes of solving his financial problems, he offered to bring back to his daughters one gift each. Without hesitation, the two older ones asked for clothes and jewels, while Beauty said that she only wished for a rose.

 

    

  Unfortunately, things didn't go as the merchant had planned, and he had to set off home empty-handed. Unexpectedly, on the way home, the man was caught in a snowstorm and, seeing an apparently deserted castle, he decided to take refuge there for the night.

  Peering in from the gate's threshold, his gaze fell on a luxuriant rose garden. Then, remembering his promise to Beauty, he stretched out his hand to pick one of those splendid flowers, saying to himself:

  "In this way, I'll make at least one of my

  daughters happy".

 


  


    

    

    
    


  The merchant mumbled some excuses, explaining that it was a present for his youngest

  daughter, but the Beast was merciless:

  "Your excuses won't save you from my jail, unless you bring me your daughter as bail!".

  After that, the lord of the castle handed him a treasure chest full of jewels, with which the man's daughters would support themselves during his captivity.

  So, he let him return to his girls to give them his last goodbye. Once he reached home, the poor old man showed his daughters the treasure and, between tears, told them how he had got it and under which conditions. Without hesitation, Beauty immediately exclaimed:

 


    
  "As you are in trouble because of my rose, I should come with you, as the Beast proposes".

 


    

  Suddenly, a horrible monster jumped out of the bushes and, grabbing the man's arm, roared:

  "Is this how you repay my hospitality: stealing from my property?".

 

  


    

    

    
    


  The other two daughters, who in truth cared much more about the jewels than about their sister, persuaded their father that there was no other solution and so, the following day, Beauty set off for the castle with her father. Here, the Beast welcomed her with kindness, while he curtly ordered the merchant to go away and never come back.

  As soon as they were alone, the creature tried to reassure the girl, telling her that she could dispose of everything that was in the castle as if it was her own, and offering her the gift of a mirror through which she could see her family whenever she wished to.

 

    
  Time went by and a deep bond developed between Beauty and the Beast, as they spent the days in each other's company. Every evening, the creature asked her to marry him, and she refused, saying that she only harboured a feeling of friendship towards him.

  One sad day, having consulted the magic mirror, the girl discovered that her father was gravely ill in bed, and she immediately rushed to the Beast to ask him permission to go and visit her parent.

  Reluctantly, he agreed, but told her:

  "I'll let you go and visit your dear father tomorrow,

  but come back in seven days, or I'll die of sorrow".

 

  


    

    

    
    

  As soon as Beauty was back home, her father's heart was filled with such joy that, within a few days, he was completely recovered. Reassured, the girl prepared to return to the castle, but her two sisters, envious of the lavish dresses and jewels that the Beast had given her, convinced her to stay with them a few days longer.

 

    

  When Beauty finally reached her friend, she found him almost dead. At that point, the girl realised that she was deeply in love with him and, holding him in her arms, she told him:

  "Don't die, my darling, if only you knew how much I love you and want to marry you!".

 

  


    

    

    
    

  At those words, as if by magic, the dying Beast disappeared and, in its place, appeared a handsome prince, who told Beauty his sad tale. Because of the spell of a wicked witch, he had been transformed into a horrid beast, and only the true love of a girl could set him free.

 

    

  Brimming with happiness, the two lovers embraced each other, and a few days later, they celebrated their wedding, which was attended by Beauty's father too. The two wicked sisters, instead, turned into two stone statues and remained forever in the gardens of the castle, to witness the joy of sweet Beauty and her groom.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Peter Pan

 

    

  Once upon a time, there was a magical boy called Peter Pan who didn't want to grow up.

  Every night, together with his inseparable friend, the fairy Tinker Bell, he flew to the house of the Darling family, in London, where the two of them hid outside the windows to listen to the bedtime stories that young Wendy told her little brothers, John and Michael.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  One night, Peter Pan went inside the Darlings' house to see the children and their toys close up, but his shadow, which had a life of its own, hid in Wendy's room.

 

    

  When, the following night, Peter returned to take it back, he made so much noise that he woke the girl. Wendy didn't seem at all scared to see that strange boy in her bedroom, instead, she grabbed needle and thread and said to him:

  "I know how to stop that naughty shadow of yours from running off again!".

 

    

  And, while Wendy was sewing his shadow back onto him, Peter had an idea:

  "Come, hold my hand, follow me to Neverland! Every night you could tell us your bedtime stories. My friends, the Lost Boys, would be very happy".

  "I can't leave my brothers…" Wendy answered.

  "You can all come! Here, you need a little fairy dust…" continued Peter Pan, gesturing to Tinker Bell to sprinkle some of her magic dust all around the girl, "...and some happy thoughts".

 


  


    

    

    
    

  With the magic of the fairy dust and the power of their happy thoughts, Wendy, John and Michael took off behind Peter Pan and Tinker Bell.

  Flying over the town, they saw houses, gardens, parks and monuments from high above. It was a breath-taking view, an unforgettable experience!

  Following the night stars, eventually the children approached an island and Peter announced:

 


    
  "Here is Neverland!"

 

    
  Can you see the Neverwood?

  Over there is the Mermaids' Lagoon.

  Keep well away from that ship moored in the bay because it's the pirates' ship!".

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "You'll recognise their evil boss, Captain Hook, by the sharp hook he has in place of his hand.

  Once, while he was fighting against me, he fell into the sea and a crocodile ate it.

  Finding it delicious and wishing to eat the rest of him, the animal has been pursuing him ever since. Captain Hook's scared stiff of him!", Peter Pan revealed to his new friends.

 

    

  Finally, the children reached a large tree which could be entered through a secret passage. It was the hideout that Peter and his friends had built to escape Captain Hook.

  The Darling children quickly settled into their new home and became good friends with the Lost Boys.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  One day, though, while they were happily playing in the wood, the pirates captured them and dragged them onto their ship. In fact, Captain Hook wanted to use them as bait to attract Peter Pan and finish him once and for all. They tied Wendy to the main mast and threw John and Michael into a big cage in plain sight.

 


    
  The desperate cries of the children reached Peter Pan's ears, and he dashed to the ship. Although Captain Hook was scanning the sky to catch Peter Pan's approach, the boy managed to land behind him without being seen.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Peter immediately untied Wendy and opened the cage where John and Michael were trapped.

  Then, he tripped Captain Hook, who fell into the sea and found himself face to face with a certain crocodile that knew him very well.

  Seeing the crocodile hot on their captain's heels, the pirates surrendered and abandoned the ship.

  After spending such a long time on the island, Wendy, John and Michael started to miss

  their parents, so Peter decided to take them back home on board the pirate ship.

 

    
  Happy to be home, the children thanked their friend and said:

  "We'll miss you, Peter! Come back soon!".

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Bambi

 

    

  Long ago, on a warm spring morning, the whole forest was buzzing with excitement:

  "Quick, come and say hello to the newborn fawn of Mummy Doe! His eyes are big, his nose is black, and he's got white spots all over his back".

 

  


    

    

    
    

  They called the fawn Bambi and, as soon as his slender little legs were strong enough to support his body, he set out to discover all the marvels that surrounded him: moles and squirrels, birds and bats, flowers and butterflies.

  Spring and summer went by and, one late autumn morning, Bambi woke up and found, much to his surprise, that a soft white blanket of snow had covered everything! He immediately invited his little friends to join in and play in that wonderland. Unfortunately, though, the winter brought the hunters too.

 


  


    

    

    
    


  One sad day, two of them surprised Bambi and his mother grazing on the few blades of grass left in the clearing. The doe immediately urged her fawn to flee and he instinctively dived into the thicket, bounding away as fast as he could. A few moments later, Bambi heard a gunshot, and looking back, he saw his mother lying on the ground, shot dead.

 

    
  Desperate, the fawn began to wander the woods aimlessly, until he was met by a majestic stag, called The Old Prince.

  Moved to pity by the fawn's fate, the animal welcomed him in his herd and taught him everything he needed to survive on his own.

 

    

  Finally, one day, the stag called Bambi to himself and made an important revelation:

 

    

  "My dearest Bambi, you are my son, and one day you'll rule on this herd on your own.

  Lead it with wisdom, courage and care, away from danger, awy from the snare".

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Those were happy days for the fawn: he made friends with a sweet female fawn of the same age, called Faline, and the two of them spent many hours together, playing chase in the woods.

 

    

  In Faline's company, time went by quickly and, finally, when the new spring arrived, Bambi noticed that a small pair of antlers had grown on his head.

  With them, he surely felt more like one of the herd's stags. One sad day, though, Bambi saw scary red tongues, that he had never seen before, rising from the forest.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "A fire has started!"

  cried the inhabitants of the wood, running to the river to escape the flames.

  Without hesitation, the young stag invited the smaller animals to climb onto his back and helped them ford the river.

 


    

  For this generous deed, he was unanimously elected master of the forest: from then on, under his wise guidance, the animals lived in peace and harmony for many years. In the meantime, Bambi's friendship with Faline had turned into a tender feeling of love and so they got married and lived happily ever after, surrounded by their little fawns.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Snow White and the Seven Dwarves

 

    

  A long time ago, in a faraway kingdom, a beautiful princess was born. Her hair was as black as ebony, her skin as white as snow and, for this reason, they called her Snow White.

  One sad day, the girl's mother died and, a few months later, her father, the king, decided to remarry.

 

    


  The new queen was a very vain woman, so much so that, every morning, she consulted an enchanted mirror, asking it who was the most beautiful woman in the kingdom. Each time, the mirror replied:

 

    
  "You're the most beautiful, without a doubt! No one is prettier than you here about".

  Time went by and, one day, the queen received from the mirror an unexpected response:

  "A girl whose sweet beauty is lovely and bright, she's prettier than you and her name is… Snow White".

  At these words, the queen lost her temper. So, she ordered one of the royal hunters to lead Snow White into the woods and kill her.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The man obeyed and lured the girl away from the castle with an excuse. However, when he lifted the knife to strike her, he couldn't bring himself to commit such an atrocity and, having confessed to Snow White the orders he had received from her wicked stepmother, he told her to run away and never come back to the royal palace.

 


    

  So, alone and helpless, Snow White wandered in the forest, which echoed with wolves' howls and bears' roars, without knowing where to find shelter, until she finally reached a cottage.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  It must have been the home of children or adults of very modest size, because everything inside it was minute. After entering through the little door which had been left ajar, Snow White found seven small chairs around a small table laid with seven tiny plates, seven tiny forks, seven tiny knives and seven tiny spoons.

   

 

    

  All extremely tidy.

  Tired and hungry after all that wandering, Snow White nibbled a morsel of bread from one of the plates and drank a sip of water from one of the cups.

 

    

  Then, she went looking for a place to rest and found a bedroom with seven little beds made up with crispy clean linen, one next to the other, in a tidy row. There, overcome by grief, she lay down and fell into a deep sleep.

  A little later, the owners of that cottage – seven dwarves who every morning went to work in a

  mine – returned home. As soon as they noticed that somebody had eaten and drunk from their table, they started checking all the rooms until they found the beautiful princess asleep on their beds.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  When she woke up, Snow White told the seven dwarfs about all her misadventures, and asked them to host her in exchange for help with the domestic chores. The small men agreed happily and swore that they would protect her from the evil queen, cost what it may.

  The days went by and every morning, after the dwarfs left for the mine, Snow White swept, tidied the house and cooked delicious suppers for her benefactors. Unfortunately, though, the queen learnt from the enchanted mirror that Snow White was still alive and prepared a poisoned apple.

 

    

  Then, disguised as an old woman, she went into the wood and knocked at the door of the dwarfs' cottage. When Snow White opened the door, her evil stepmother offered her the apple, saying:

  "A lovely apple! Try it and buy! The good dwarfs love apple pie!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Enticed by the appetising fruit, the girl decided to try it but, at the first bite, she fell to the ground lifeless. Later, when the dwarfs returned home, they tried to revive her but realised that there was nothing that could be done to save her.

  Death had not faded Snow White's beauty, so the dwarfs didn't bury her: instead, they laid her in a crystal coffin from which everyone could admire her.

 


    

  One day, a prince from a nearby kingdom happened to pass by. Intrigued, he went closer

  to the crystal coffin and, enchanted by the sweet beauty of the girl – who looked only asleep – he lifted the lid to observe her. Then, wishing to give her a kiss, he picked her up in his arms, lifting her from her bed.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Doing so, he caused the morsel of the poisoned apple, which was lodged in Snow White's mouth, to slip out of the girl's lips. Immediately she regained life, much to the dwarfs' jubilation.

 

    
  The prince, who had fallen in love at first sight with the beautiful and mysterious girl, asked her to marry him and she agreed with all her heart.

 

    

  The evil stepmother was invited to the wedding too and, seeing a smiling Snow White walk arm in arm with her groom, she became livid with anger.

 

    
  So, she fled the hall screaming and was never seen again, while the young princess and her beloved prince lived together happily for many long years.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Jungle Book

 

    

  Long ago, in the wild jungle, there lived a family of wolves. One day, while they were resting in their den, Mummy and Daddy Wolf heard a feeble cry coming from outside, and they went to check what it was. Much to their surprise, they found a man-cub crawling happily on the grass. Seeing him so defenceless and thinking about all the dangers of the forest, the couple decided to take him with them, to protect him and bring him up together with their cubs.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  News about the child, whom they called Mowgli, quickly reached the ears of Aka, the leader of the pack. Having summoned all the members of the pack, the old wolf decreed:

  "This man-cub is a danger to us, we must abandon him, or Shere-Kahn, the tiger, will attack us to eat him!"

  Hearing Aka's words, the other animals nodded with fear.

 

    

  At that point, Bagheera the panther and Baloo the bear, moved to compassion for the child's fate, suggested:

  "If you abandon the man-cub, he'll die, we fear.

  Entrust him to us and Shere-Kahn won't come near!".

  So it was decided that the two of them would take Mowgli under their protection, and would teach him to speak the language of animals and to survive in the jungle.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Growing up, Mowgli behaved like any other cub, and so he didn't always pay attention to his friends' advice. One day, trying to escape Shere-Kahn, who was always lying in ambush, the child followed a pack of monkeys to the ruins of the Lost City, where these animals lived together with their king, Louie.

 

    
  Persuaded by their king to sneak into a tower

  infested by venomous snakes and steal some precious jewels, Mowgli found himself in great danger Luckily, Baloo and Bagheera, accompanied by the powerful python, Kaa, immediately came to his rescue and saved his life.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Time went by and Shere-Kahn continued to ambush young Mowgli. During yet another attack by the tiger, the boy managed to escape by climbing up some trees but, as the tiger had no intention to give up the hunt, once again Mowgli called on his friends for help. Baloo and Bagheera engaged in a furious battle against the tiger, while the forest was shaken by a terrible storm.

 

    

  Suddenly, lightning struck a tree nearby, setting it on fire like a gigantic torch. Without hesitation, Mowgli collected a burning branch and ran to the aid of his companions. Seeing him arrive, Shere-Kahn, who harboured an irresistible fear of fire, bolted away, swearing revenge.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  After yet another misadventure, Baloo and

  Bagheera called the boy, whom they loved very much, and reluctantly told him:

  "Shere-Kahn doesn't forgive and doesn't forget,

  He won't leave you alone till you've paid your debt".

  Although saddened by their words, Mowgli understood that life in the jungle had become too risky for him so, the next morning, he followed them to a village at the edge of the forest. While they were still faraway, the three friends heard a melodious singing: it was a girl, washing some clothes in the stream. Having never seen another human being, and such a pretty one too, Mowgli suddenly felt his heart grow light and fill with hope. So, he drew near her and, having introduced himself, he started telling her his story. Baloo and Bagheera, then, walked away, happy to have fulfilled their mission and, from that moment onwards, for the boy began a new marvellous adventure.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Alice in Wonderland

 

    



  Little Alice was sitting in the

  garden reading a book with

  her sister, when a white rabbit, dressed in a waistcoat, jacket and tie, popped out before her.

  He was running breathlessly, clutching a watch in his paw and repeating:

  "Stubborn watch!

  At this rate, you will make

  me really late!".

 


    
  Taken by an irresistible curiosity, Alice followed the rabbit into his hole, through some dark tunnels and fell down into a very deep well.

  Having landed on a bed of dry leaves, she found herself in the middle of a hall with many doors and a small table on which lay a tiny golden key.

  Alice thought that perhaps it opened a little door hidden by a curtain.

 


    
  Suddenly, she noticed that

  a little bottle had appeared on the table, and its label read

  "Drink me". Without hesitation, Alice gulped down the content of the bottle, and immediately shrank until she was as small as the door. Now that she was the right size to go through it, she realised that she had forgotten to pick up the key, which was still on the table.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  While she was despairing to ever be able to reach it, she saw a little cake on the floor, with the words "Eat me" written on. At once, Alice tried a morsel, and then another one, until she began to grow, and grow, and grow to the point that she banged her head against the ceiling. The room was sweltering hot, so the girl grabbed a fan and started fanning herself to cool down. Luckily, with every wave, Alice magically grew smaller, while the walls of the room began

 


    

  to disappear. Suddenly, she found herself sitting

  in a meadow, in front of the house of the White Rabbit. Intrigued, she stepped inside and found a mysterious bottle. Keen to discover some new prodigy, she tried the content and, quick as a flash, she grew so enormous that she got stuck. Believing that there was a monster in his house, the rabbit started to throw pebbles at her, which turned into cakes. As soon as Alice swallowed one, she shrank to the size of a mouse and fled to the woods.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Here, she met a caterpillar lying comfortably on a mushroom and smoking a hookah. He revealed to her:

  "If you eat one side of the mushroom, you'll grow bigger. If you eat the other, you'll shrink".

  Not knowing which side of the mushroom would make her grow and which would make her shrink, Alice took a morsel from one and a morsel from the other. Little by little, she returned to her original size and resumed her journey, until she met a friendly magical cat and asked him for directions. He replied:

 


    

  "If you take the path just there, you will get to the March Hare.

  The other path goes to the Hatter.

  Which you choose, it doesn't matter: either is a complete nutter".

 

  


    

    

    
    


  Alice decided to go to the house of the March Hare, where she found both the Hare and the Hatter sitting at a spacious long table under a tree. Alice timidly tried to sit down but the two shouted at her:

  "There's no space for you! The time has stopped at six o' clock so it's always teatime and we can't even wash up our teacups before we have to start all over again!".

  Having said that, they gulped down the tea that was before them, moved up one place and started pouring themselves some tea into the clean teacups all over again.

 


    
  Then Alice left and, once back in the woods, she found a tree with a small door.

  She went through and found herself back inside the hall where her magical journey had started. This time she remembered to collect the golden key and, after eating a morsel of the mushroom which made her shrink, she managed to unlock the tiny door hidden behind the curtain, and found herself in a beautiful rose garden.

  "Why are you painting these white roses red?" she asked some playing cards who were working as gardeners.

  "Her Majesty the Queen of Hearts had ordered red roses and he – said the Two of Spades pointing to the Five – bought white roses. If the Queen discovers it, she will cut our heads off!".

  Just then, the Queen arrived together with the King, the Knave of Hearts, the White Rabbit and all her entourage.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Queen invited Alice to play croquet and led her to a field full of holes and furrows. Each guest had a flamingo for a mallet, while the balls were hedgehogs and the card-soldiers bent over to make the arches. Everybody started playing at the same time, while the arches moved about and the balls changed their trajectories at whim. Fierce quarrels exploded and the Queen began to yell "Off with his head!" and "Off with her head!" left, right and centre.

 

    

  Then, the White Rabbit blasted a trumpet and announced:

  "The trial is about to begin!". Before the King and The Queen, who were perched on their thrones, the Knave of Hearts stood accused of stealing the Queen's tarts. Under penalty of beheading, the Mad Hatter was forced

  to witness.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  In the meantime, Alice, who was sitting on a bench with all the other spectators, was growing bigger and bigger, but she didn't make it in time to leave the courtroom before the White Rabbit called her to witness. Jumping to her feet, Alice upturned the jury-box, sending the jurors legs up in the air. Irritated, the King shouted:

  "Guards, arrest her!" and the card-soldiers flung themselves over the child, swirling like

  a snowstorm.

 

    

  Waving her arms to chase off the card-soldiers, Alice woke up and found herself asleep on her sister's lap.

  "I've had an extraordinary dream!" she exclaimed, and told her sister all that she had dreamt. "Very interesting indeed, Alice! But now you must rush back home, because it's teatime", she answered. And while Alice went home, her sister stayed in the garden a bit longer, daydreaming.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Robin Hood's Adventures

 

    

  Long ago, in England, lived a young nobleman

  called Robin of Locksley, faithful to king Richard The Lionheart. While the king was engaged in a long war abroad, prince John Lackland seized power and outlawed all those who didn't recognise his authority. Among them was also Robin, who was forced to seek refuge in the forest of Sherwood. Here, under the nickname of Robin Hood, he joined a group of outlaws and started to rob the coaches of travelling aristocrats as well as the tax collectors of the cruel Sheriff of Nottingham.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  However, Robin Hood wasn't a common thief:

  in fact, he didn't keep the loot to himself, but shared it with the local people, oppressed by the exorbitant taxes imposed by ruthless king John.The situation had become so hard for those poor peasants, that many of them abandoned their homes with their families and went to live in Sherwood's forest together with Robin and his men.

 

    
  Although he had cut himself off from his aristocratic past, Robin had kept in contact with sweet Lady Marion, a childhood friend of his as well as a cousin of king Richard and a regular frequenter of the court.

 

    

  Evading the surveillance of the sheriff of Nottingham, who kept a watchful eye on her in the hope of capturing the bandit, the girl often sneaked into the forest to meet Robin and inform him of the latest plans of the cruel king.

  Time went by and the barons kept pestering king John with complaints about Robin's never-ending robberies. So, one day, the king announced a competition that would lift the mood of the noblemen and appease all his subjects, who hated him for his arrogance and greed.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The news of the contest spread like wildfire among the men of Sherwood:

  "The king has organised an archery competition: anyone can take part, there's no need for permission!"

  That surely was the prefect chance to get close to the king and defeat him once and for all. Therefore Robin, who was by far the best archer in the land, decided to disguise himself as a peasant and go to the royal palace, accompanied by his most trusted companions, who were also in disguise.

 


    
  When his turn came, Robin hit every target, causing wild cheers from all the spectators. At the time of the proclamation of the winner, though, he pulled off his hood and revealed his identity, before launching into a fight with the sheriff's soldiers.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The other members of his band immediately rushed to back him up. Although the Sherwood outlaws fought tirelessly and bravely, with the full support of the crowd who sided entirely with them and against king John, soon enough, the king received reinforcements from the castle. The situation was taking a turn for the worse for the men of Sherwood. Luckily, just then, king Richard the Lionheart, back from the war, entered the court. Lady Marion rushed to inform him of John's betrayal, adding:

 

    
  "Robin of Locksley has been loyal to you, and bravely opposed the usurper's coup".

 

    

  At once, Richard ordered his troops to arrest

  the prince and his allies, and gave back to Robin

  his title and the lands that had been unjustly taken from him. Then, noticing the affection that had grown between the young man and his cousin, the king gave his blessing to their union, which was celebrated with a big party in the forest of Sherwood. From then on, Robin and Marion lived together in harmony and joy, while king Richard ruled wisely over England for many more years.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Pinocchio

 

    

  Once upon a time there was a piece of wood. It wasn't a fine type of wood, the kind that's used to make toys or furniture for the sitting room, but a cheap wood, good for burning in the fireplace. Old Geppetto, who worked as a carpenter, decided to use it to make the puppet that he had long wished for. So, armed with a plane, a chisel and lots of patience, he started to work on it and, little by little, he carved a round little head, some wavy hair, a pointy little nose and a sweet mouth.

 

    

  Then, with the finest of his brushes, Geppetto painted two big curious eyes and a pair of eyebrows which looked a bit surprised. When he had finished, the man rested his puppet on a shelf and said, admiringly:

  "Ah, wouldn't it be nice if he was a real boy?

  I'll call him 'Pinocchio'.

  In the middle of the night, the good

  Blue-Haired Fairy appeared in his house and, with her prodigious magic wand, she gave life to Pinocchio, whispering to him:

  "If you are obedient, generous and brave,

  Geppetto's wish will come true and you will become a real boy".

 

  


    

    

    
    


  The next day, Geppetto almost fainted when he saw Pinocchio skip around the house.

  "Dad, I want to go to school", trilled the puppet in a voice that sounded like little silver bells. As he didn't have a penny in his pockets, Geppetto rushed to sell the only coat he had to buy a spelling book, and sent him off to school. Along the way, Pinocchio heard a music of pipes and drums and discovered… a travelling show, no less!

  "Pinocchio, go to school!" said his conscience.

 

    
  But he wouldn't listen. He sold his spelling book to buy a ticket for the puppet show and sat right at the front. As soon as the puppets saw Pinocchio, they invited him up on stage. While Pinocchio, singing and dancing, was reaping a great success, the puppeteer, Mangiafuoco, a large man with a long beard as black as ink, rubbed his hands together at the sight of coins raining onto the stage from the enthusiastic audience.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Once the show was over, Mangiafuoco flung Pinocchio into his cart, together with the other puppets. Seeing Pinocchio in tears and having listened to his story, Mangiafuoco, who deep down had a tender heart, gave Pinocchio five shiny gold coins and said:

  "Take these to your dad and don't disobey him again". With tears and promises, Pinocchio thanked Mangiafuoco and set off home at a run.

 

    

  Unfortunately, he stumbled upon two well-known swindlers: a cat who pretended to be blind, and a fox who pretended to be lame. The two crooks eyed Pinocchio's coins and asked him:

 

    

  "Would you like

  to double your money?".

  "Sure! How do you do it?"

  Pinocchio answered immediately.

  "Bury your coins inthe Field of Miracles and tomorrow you'll find a tree packed with coins", said the cat and the fox.

  "Pinocchio, go back home!" said Pinocchio's conscience. But he didn't listen. He fell for the trick and set off towards the Field of Miracles. A little later, the cat and the fox jumped out from a bush, then grabbed Pinocchio and took his gold coins. Then, they tied him to a branch and left him dangling there.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Luckily, the Blue-Haired Fairy lived nearby, and she took him to her home and looked after him with much love and many bitter medicines.

  When fully recovered, Pinocchio told the fairy all about his misadventures but, for every fib he said, his nose grew a little. He told so many fibs that in no time his nose touched the opposite wall.

  At that, Pinocchio despaired and cried, so that the fairy decided to forgive him and,touching his nose with her magical wand, made it return to how it was before.

 


    

  Then, she sent Pinocchio home, telling him to never disobey his father again.

  Pinocchio had only just left her home when he met Candlewick, a cheeky boy.

  "I'm going to the Land of Toys, where there are no schools, no work to do, children play all day and everybody does whatever he wants. Would you like to come too?" the boy suggested.

  "Pinocchio, go ack home!" said Pinocchio's conscience. But the puppet replied:

  "Of course! I'm coming!".

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Land of Toys was great fun and between a merry-go-round and a rollercoaster, a sweets' stall and a show, Pinocchio and Candlewick were having a great time. There was only one "little" problem: day after day, the two unfortunate boys were turning into donkeys!

  One sad day, trying to escape from a craftsman who wanted his skin to make a drum, Pinocchio jumped into the sea from a high cliff: at the bottom of the water, the magic wore off and he returned to be a puppet. Pinocchio swam and swam, until he reached the middle of the ocean and was swallowed by a huge whale. Much to his surprise, in the belly of the whale he found Geppetto who, after his disappearance, had desperately searched for him everywhere.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Using the last of their candles, Pinocchio and Geppetto lit up a great big fire in the throat of the whale, hoping that it would sneeze. The beast couldn't resist and, with a huge sneeze, it expelled father and son like bullets. Out of the whale, Pinocchio heaved his tired old man onto his shoulders and swam with all his strengths.

  A young and friendly tuna fish, who had also been sneezed out by the whale, recognised them and gave them a lift all the way to the shore.

 


    

  After that misadventure, Pinocchio promised to his father that he would always try his best to be obedient, generous and brave.

  Just then, the Blue-Haired Fairy appeared to them and said: "Your generous heart and good deeds deserve a reward". Then, she waved her marvellous wand and... the wooden puppet finally turned into a real boy.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Wizard of Oz

 

    
  Once upon a time there was a girl called Dorothy who lived with her beloved dog, Toto, on her uncle and aunt's farm in Kansas. One day, a terrible tornado ripped through that region. When the girl ran back into the wooden house looking for Toto, a powerful wind uprooted it, lifting it up into the air and whisking it away.

 

    

  After flying for several hours, Dorothy and Toto finally landed in an unknown land. Coming out, though, they noticed a pair of silver shoes sticking out from under the house.

  "Hurrah! You've killed the wicked Witch of the East!" a beautiful lady said to Dorothy, before introducing herself as the Witch of the North. Having thanked the girl, she added:

 


    

  "The witch's magical shoes are now yours to keep.

  Leave them always on your feet, even when you are asleep".

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The witch, then, showed Dorothy the way

  to reach the powerful wizard of Oz, who could help her return home:

 


    

  "You shall follow this yellow brick road, on and on, until the Emerald City, where he lives, you'll come upon".

 

    
  Dorothy immediately set off in that direction and, along the way, she met a scarecrow, a tin man, and a lion. The three of them offered to accompany her to Oz so that they too could meet the wizard and ask him to fulfil their wishes.

 

    

  The scarecrow, in fact, wanted

  a brain, the tin man longed for a heart, and the lion, who was a coward, hoped to become brave.

  Once they arrived at the city gates, the girl and her new friends were given some green glasses by the guards, so that they wouldn't be dazzled by the emeralds' brightness.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Then, one at a time, they were admitted into a room where the wizard showed himself to them under different forms: to Dorothy as a gigantic head, to the scarecrow as a beautiful girl, for the tin man he turned into a monster, while to the lion he appeared as a fireball.

  The wizard, however, asked them all the same thing: to wipe out the wicked Witch of the West.

 


    

  So, Dorothy and her friends set off to defeat her. The witch sent numerous enemies against them: hungry wolves, dangerous crows and large swarms of bees. With the help of the others, Dorothy beat them all, until a pack of winged monkeys attacked them. After tearing the scarecrow and the tin man to pieces, those strange creatures captured Dorothy, Toto and the lion, and flew them to their mistress' palace.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  As soon as the witch saw the silver shoes on Dorothy's feet, knowing their extraordinary magical powers, she decided to seize them. So, having imprisoned the lion in a cage, she ordered Dorothy to work as her servant, hoping to steal the shoes from the girl as she worked. Suddenly, while Dorothy was washing the floor, the witch tripped her: indignant, the girl threw a bucketful of dirty water at the witch, who magically started to dissolve as if she was made of salt.

 

    

  Finally free of that cruel tyrant, the inhabitants of the kingdom of the West helped Dorothy and the lion put the tin man and the scarecrow back together. Then, in the blink of an eye, the winged monkeys carried them in flight to the Emerald City, where our friends discovered that the lord of Oz was not a real wizard, but only a little old man skilled at performing illusionists' tricks.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  All the same, the man kept his promise and attempted to grant them their wishes:he gave the lion a spoonful of honey, pretending it was a magic potion which would make him brave. He filled the scarecrow's head with bran and pins, so that he could have "sharp thoughts".

  For the tin man, he made a little red cushion in the shape of a heart, and put it in his chest.

  Finally, he built a splendid hot air balloon, which would take him, Dorothy and Toto back to Kansas.

 

    

  However, when they were all ready to leave, a gust of wind lifted the balloon, dragging it away with the wizard on board, while Dorothy and Toto were left on the ground.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Now their only chance to get back home was to ask Glinda, the good Witch of the South, for help. The scarecrow, the tin man and the lion decided to accompany their friend on this adventure too, and along the way, they proved themselves wise, good-hearted and brave once again. Glinda welcomed them kindly and, learning about Dorothy's problem, she exclaimed with a smile:

 

    

  "My dear child, you can go wherever you choose, if you knock three times the heels of your silver shoes!"

  So, after a heartfelt last goodbye to her dear friends, Dorothy knocked her heels together three times and found herself back on the farm of her uncle and aunt, who hugged her with great joy.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  The Twelve Dancing Princesses

 

    

  Long ago, there was a king who had twelve splendid daughters and was very jealous of them. For this reason, every night he locked them all together in one room. All the same, every morning the princesses' shoes were worn out as if they had danced for hours or walked for kilometres. As the girls were unable to explain the reason for this curious situation, which had been going on for a long time, the exasperated king sent his messengers across the entire kingdom, with this announcement:

  "Anyone who will soon find out why their shoes are so worn out after they've spent the night inside, will have one of them as bride".

  Naturally, many young men, both aristocratic and commoners, rushed to the palace to attempt

  the task, but they all failed miserably.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  A soldier, determined to solve the mystery of the worn shoes, set off for the royal palace. Along the way, he met a fairy,disguised as an old peasant woman, who asked him the reason for his journey and gave him a magic cape, saying:

 

    


  "Don't eat the food they give you, take my advice, nor the drink they offer you, however nice".

  Then put on this invisible cape, and follow the girls once they escape"

  The soldier accepted the gift gratefully, and resumed his journey until he reached the royal palace, where he was welcomed and accompanied to a bedroom adjoining the princesses'.

  When evening came, the eldest of the girls brought him some food and some wine spiked with sleeping powder. The soldier pretended to eat the food and drink the wine while, in truth, he didn't touch anything, then lay on the bed, closing his eyes. A little later, the twelve sisters slipped into their dancing dresses, opened a secret trapdoor on the floor, and scuttled inside it, one after the other.

 

    
  The soldier didn't waste a moment and, wrapped in his invisible cloak, he too slipped into the trapdoor which led to an underground cave.When he touched the bottom, he found himself in a boulevard flanked by trees of pure gold, and he snapped a small branch to keep in his pocket and show to the king as proof. Then, he continued to follow the girls, who walked swiftly towards a magnificent castle, all lit up for a party.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Here, in a sparkling dance hall, under the invisible eyes of the young man, the twelve princesses began to dance with twelve charming princes. They carried on dancing until dawn when – their shoes now in tatters – they left the castle to return to their room, as if nothing had happened.

 

    

  Then, on the third day, he went to the king and, showing him the golden branch, told him all about the castle and the secret balls. When he called his daughters to interrogate the eldest, confronted with the evidence, the girl had no choice but confirm everything before the father who, turning to the young man, exclaimed:

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Now your prize cannot be denied: one of the princesses will be your bride".

 

    

  The soldier chose the eldest, with whom he had fallen in love and who, deep in her heart, returned his affection. Their wedding was celebrated with a magnificent party and the king, after having the trapdoor sealed, agreed to organise dancing balls at court more frequently, so that his daughters could dance to their hearts' content.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  The Sword in the Rock

 

    
  A long time ago, a virtuous and brave king called Uther Pendragon ruled over Britain. To protect the life of his firstborn son, Arthur, from enemies who wished to usurp the throne, Uther entrusted him to his friend and advisor, Merlin The Wizard, with these words:

 

    

  "For his safety and security, please keep secret his identity".

  So, Merlin took the child with him and instructed him on every branch of the sciences and literature, also teaching him some magic tricks. Arthur became very fond of his tutor and, even though sometimes he made a mess in the wizard's lab, he grew healthy, strong and intelligent.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Years went by and, one day, Merlin realised that it was time for the boy to learn to be a knight.

  So, he led him to the estate of a local aristocrat who employed him to be the squire of his son, Kay. Immediately, Arthur proved to be reliable and attentive in all his work, diligently taking care of every task entrusted to him. Doing so, he quickly earned the young knight's friendship. In the meantime, Britain was tormented by wars and disputes that had arisen after king Uther's sudden death. To find his heir and restore the peace, there was no choice but to turn to Excalibur.

 


    

  According to the legend, in fact, only he who extracted that magic sword from the rock in which it was lodged was worthy to become king.

  As, until that day, nobody had managed to do it, the more powerful aristocrats convinced themselves that it was an impossible task and decided to announce a joust during which they would elect Uther's successor.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Naturally, all the knights of the kingdom rushed to take part and, among them, also Kay, accompanied by his faithful squire, Arthur.

 

    

  Unfortunately, when it was almost his master's turn to joust, the boy realised that he had forgotten the sword in the inn where they had stopped along the way. Arthur dashed off to recover it, but quickly realised that he would never be able to make it back in time. You can imagine his pleasure when, taking a shortcut through the forest, he came across the rock which held the mythical Excalibur. Ignoring its history, at the sight of that splendid sword, the boy decided to take it, in the belief that a passing knight had discarded it: Kay would be able to use it in the joust, and he would be spared a mighty scolding. At that moment, the sun's rays filtered through the tree canopy and shone on him as he grasped the precious carved hilt and, pulling it upwards, extracted Excalibur from the rock with ease.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Holding the sword in hishand, Arthur rushed to Kay to give it to him, but the young knightalmost fainted withshock. The news that Excalibur had been extracted from the rockquickly spread throughout the joust but, once they found who had done thatprodigy,everyone was left disappointed or incredulous. So, they asked Arthur to put the swordbackin its place and extract it again before their eyes, which the boy did withouttrouble.At that point, Merlin magically appeared and revealed the boy’sidentityto everyone,declaring that he was the rightfuldescendantof king Uther.

 


    
  Finally, Arthur was crowned king, much to the joy of the people, who longed for peace and stability. Under the wise and virtuous guidance of the new king, began a time of peace and prosperity for Britain. Arthur built the splendid golden city of Camelot and made it the capital of the kingdom, where he invited the neighbouring kings to sign treaties and alliances. It was during one of these meetings that he met the beautiful princess Guinevere, with whom he fell in love, which she reciprocated. Soon after, they celebrated their wedding with a big party.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  A little later, Arthur had the Round Table built for him, around which he gathered all his faithful knights to discuss and solve the most important matters.

 

    
  Thanks to their support and to the wise guidance of Merlin The Wizard, Arthur and Guinevere ruled with wisdom and foresight for a long time.
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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