
    

    

    
    

  Once upon a time there was a miller who had three sons. On the father's death, the first son inherited the mill, the second one was given the donkey and the youngest one – as nothing else was left – got the PUSSYCAT.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  "How will I earn a living with just a pussycat?" sighed the young man sadly. But the cat, who could speak, reassured him with these words: "DON'T YOU WORRY, my dear master: you'll be rich, and soon (or faster)! Trust me. Give me a feathered hat, leather boots and a strong sack!"

 

    

  Trusting the cat's words, the young man scraped together the few coins he had left, and bought the cat a hat with a red feather, a pair of leather boots and a strong canvas bag with a tie. With the hat on his head and his paws in the boots, the cat ventured into the woods. As the skilled hunter that he was, he immediately caught a fat RABBIT. Then, with the rabbit in his bag, he set off for the royal palace.

 


  


    

    

    
    


  The cat in boots turned up at the castle's gate and said to the guards:

  "You must take me to the king! A nice gift for him I bring!".

  The royal guards, who had never before seen a talking cat, and one with boots and an elegant hat at that, without hesitation accompanied him to the throne room.

 


    
  When he was before the king, the cat bowed low, flourished his hat and said:

  "The Marquis of Carabas has sent me here with this wild game, As a token of devotion and esteem for your great fame!".

  "I have never had the pleasure of meeting the marquis, but I gladly accept his gift", replied the king, licking his chops.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  In the days that followed, the cat returned many times to the royal palace with wild game, always saying that it was a gift from his master. So, between a partridge pie and a hare stew, the king grew every day keener to meet this mysterious Marquis of Carabas.

 

    

  One morning the ingenious cat heard that the king and the princess were about to go for a coach ride along the river. Immediately he RUSHED to his master and said: "Go to the river and have a nice bath. When you see a smart coach appear on the path, shout, thrash around, swallow water and shiver As if you were goingto drown in the river!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The young man did as the cat had instructed and, a little later, the royal carriage crossed the bridge over the river. From the riverbank, the cat began to wave his hat urgently, shouting:

 


    

  "HELP! Stop the coach! Rescue him! Please, slow down! Bandits attacked him! Took even his gown! Quick, he can't swim! The young marquis will drown!".

 

  


    

    

    
    


  The king immediately recognised the cat that had brought him so many delicious treats and ordered his footmen to rescue the Marquis of Carabas. The young man was given clothes worthy of his status and was invited to sit in the carriage, where he held an amiable conversation with the king and the princess. In the meantime, the cat sprinted ahead and told everyone he met along the way:

 


    
  "The king and the princess are coming this way. They'll ask you who owns this land and you must say: 'THE MARQUIS OF CARABAS, !' without delay".

  Then he scampered up the hill, towards the castle of the real owner of the land: an evil ogre with magical powers.

 


  


    

    

    
    


  As soon as the ogre saw the cat, he thundered:

  "Who dares enter my CASTLE?".

 


    
  The cat bowed and answered: "Forgive me, my LORD OGRE, if I'm coming uninvited:

  I've heard about your powers and it got me all excited. Show me all of your magic:

  I've heard that you can be anything you like, from a big bear to a small flee!".

  "OF COURSE I can! Just wait and see!" answered the ogre and, with a bang and a puff of smoke, he turned into a terrible, roaring lion.

  The cat's whiskers quivered in FEAR.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "Alright, I must admit that your big lion was quite nice. But can you be a smaller thing, like, for example... mice?" asked the cat.

  "I can be anything I like!" burst out the vain ogre, and he immediately turned into a little mouse.

  The cat, who was a crafty creature, didn't waste a moment: he immediately pounced on the mouse and swallowed him in one MOUTHFUL. Then he darted to the castle's entrance to WELCOME the approaching royal carriage.

 


    
  "Welcome to the home of the MARQUIS OF CARABAS!" he announced, receiving the king, the princess and the miller's son. Then he led them all through the castle's sumptuous halls.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  At lunchtime, they all sat at a LAVISHLY LAID TABLE, with wild game, fine desserts and wine from the Carabas land.

  "What a delicious banquet! You are a truly generous man, MARQUIS!" exclaimed the king.

 

    
  In the meantime, the beautiful princess had fallen in love with that gentle and unpretentious young man and he with her. The king too became aware of the tender AFFECTION that had grown between the two.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  So he said to the marquis: "A man with a noble and generous heart like yours is certainly worthy of my daughter. If you wish, I will be happy to allow you to marry her".

 

    
  "Your majesty, your words fill me with joy!" answered the young man, smiling to his beloved

  princess. Then he added:

  "I promise that I'll do everything I can to make her happy, every day and forever"

 

  

    

    

    
    

  A few days later, all the aristocratic families of the kingdom gathered at the royal palace to celebrate the wedding of the Marquis of Carabas and the princess.

 

    
  So the son of a humble miller became, first, prince, then king. Together with his gentle wife, he ruled wisely on the land for many happy years.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  As for the daring and cunning cat, he was appointed personal counsellor to the king. The palace tailors sewed a made-to-measure velvet uniform for him, which was exceptionally elegant and suited perfectly his beloved hat and boots.
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
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      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
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      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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