
    

    

    
    
  Hansel and Gretel

 

    
  Once upon a time there was a poor woodcutter who lived with his family in a cottage on the edge of the woods.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  One day, the man called his children, Hansel and Gretel. "My darlings, unfortunately there isn't enough food for all of us and tomorrow I will have to take you to town and look for another family who can take care of you."

 

    

  Hansel and Gretel burst into tears because they didn't want to leave their home. So, without telling their parents,

 

    
  they ran away into the woods, dropping breadcrumbs along the way: if they decided to return home, they would follow the crumbs to find their way back. After walking for a few hours, though, they started to feel hungry and regretted running away from home. So, they searched for the breadcrumbs but, alas, the birds had eaten them all!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The two kids, then, had to spend the night in the forest.

  The following morning, they had a little wander about and, after a few steps, they reached a lovely and colourful little cottage. As they got close, they were very surprised to see that the house was made of bread, with a chocolate roof and windows made of see-through sugar. "Eat as much as you like", a kindly-looking old lady, who was the owner of the house told them.

  Hansel tried a bit of the roof, while his sister broke a crunchy piece of wall.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  "Ah, my dear children, how did you arrive all the way here? Come on in, you are most welcome", the woman exclaimed. Then she took them both by the hands and led them inside. "I will make you a nice supper and then you'll go to bed". Hansel and Gretel smiled, thinking that they had been very lucky to meet her.

 

    

  Unfortunately, they didn't even imagine that she was actually a wicked witch, who captured passing children and kept them prisoners.

 

    

  Without wasting a moment, the old woman locked Hansel in a cage, without food or water. Then she shouted at Gretel:

 


    
  "You! Do the housework! And watch out: if anything isn't tidy and shiny on my return, I will punish you harshly!" Terrified, at once the girl grabbed bucket and mop and began to scrub and polish the floor with extreme care. Time went by and, being now prisoners of the witch, Hansel and Gretel were starting to despair about their chances of ever returning home.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  One morning, when the witch ordered Gretel to light the oven to cook the bread, the girl pretended not to be able to do it and asked for help. However, as the old hag sat next to the oven, the girl pushed her in and slammed the door shut.

 

    

  While the witch shouted, Gretel rushed to free her brother. Then, together they picked from the floor all the pearls and precious stones that the witch kept in her home, and filled their pockets. Then they ran away. They got to a river and a white duck helped them cross it.

 


    

  Eventually, they returned home where their parents hugged them with tears in their eyes and, thanks to the witch's treasure, the woodcutter's family never had any money worries again.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Legend of Coquena

 

    
  Once upon a time, on the Andes, there was a shepherd boy called Chango, who had a little flock of five goats.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  His best friend was Blackie, a lovely little black goat. One day, Chango heard about a lush pasture where his flock would find lots of fresh grass to graze on.

  So, after a long and difficult climb on the rocks, they finally reached a wonderful meadow. "While my goats eat, I can take a nap under the shade of that tree", the boy thought, and so he did.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  When he woke up, Chango began to gather his goats but he noticed that his beloved Blackie was missing. He called her desperately, and looked for her everywhere, but couldn't find her.

 

    


  Suddenly, he heard a moan coming from behind some rocks. "Maybe it's my Blackie!" the boy exclaimed, and rushed to find out, but he discovered that it wasn't his goat: a small llama was lying on the rocks.

 


    

  Fearing that he might be hurt, Chango went up to him to pick him up, but the animal disappeared. In his place, appeared the mythical god of the pastures, Coquena, who told him:

 

    
  "You are a good and generous young man, so I will give you everything you wish for."

  Without hesitation, Chango replied: "Thank you, but all I wish for, is to find my Blackie. Please, help me!". Coquena smiled and pointed to a spot in the distance: "There's a cave over there. Inside it, you'll find your goat and much more!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The shepherd said goodbye and ran towards the place shown to him by the god. When he got to the cave,

 

    

  Chango could finally hug his beloved Blackie, but he also found an enormous bag full of gold and silver coins. Thanks to Coquena's gifts, the shepherd was able to buy a bigger flock, even though his first five goats always remained his favourites.

  From then on, every time he went back to those mountain pastures, he'd see in the distance a line of llamas guided by the dwarf god.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Aladdin's Lamp

 

    
  In the far lands of the East, lived a young man called Aladdin, who found work as the assistant of an old wizard.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  As they were crossing the desert, they got to the entrance of an underground cave full of treasures and gold coins. The wizard instructed Aladdin to enter the cave going down some steep steps, but ordered him not to touch anything.

 

    
  "Take only the old lamp which is lying at the bottom of the cave!" he shouted at him. Although he couldn't understand how such a meaningless object could compete with the other treasures, the boy did as he was told: once he got to the bottom of the cave, he collected an oil lamp from a pedestal and brought it back up.

  He was about to hand it over to the old man, but first he asked what his reward would be for recovering that precious treasure.

 

  

    

    

    
    


  In reply, the wizard tried to grab the lamp but, doing so, he made Aladdin fall backwards and plunge into the darkness, still clutching the lamp.

  At once, the entrance of the cave became sealed and the boy found himself prisoner inside.

  "I had better light this lamp to make some light", Aladdin said to himself, and started rubbing the lamp with his hands. Suddenly, he saw a plume of blue smoke shoot out of the spout and turn into… an enormous genie. "At your service, my master!" the genie exclaimed. Incredulous, Aladdin asked to be freed at once and to be taken back to his town, dressed like a prince and on the back of an elegant horse. "Your wish is my command", the genie replied promptly. In the blink of an eye, Aladdin found himself on the way home, wearing clothes worthy of a king and astride a magnificent white horse.

 

    
  Just then, the convoy of the splendid daughter of the sultan was coming towards him.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Aladdin fell in love at first sight with her, and rushed to the royal palace to ask for her hand in marriage. Believing that he might be the prince of a distant land, the sultan welcomed him warmly but declared: "I will only allow you to marry my daughter if you can build a palace worthy of a princess in three days!"

  Aladdin didn't lose heart and ordered the genie to make a splendid palace, with golden columns and diamond-studded walls.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Amazed by the prodigy, the sultan agreed to the wedding, which was celebrated a few days later. Meanwhile, the old wizard had discovered that Aladdin had become a very wealthy prince thanks to the lamp.

 

    

  Furious, he decided to take back the treasure that was due to him and dressed up as a merchant. Then he knocked on the door of Aladdin's palace, shouting: "I give new lamps in exchange for old ones. Have you got any?" One of the servants, thinking that he was doing a good thing, handed him the lamp that Aladdin kept by his bed, and the wizard became its new owner.

 

    
  Without wasting a moment, he rubbed it and instructed the genie to transport him, together with the sultan's daughter and the entire palace, to the desert. As soon as he realised what had happened, Aladdin set off at once to find them and, a few days later, in the distance he finally saw his palace, which the genie had dropped on top of a large sand dune.

 

    

  Aladdin waited for the sun to set and then he climbed the wall to reach his beloved princess' bedroom.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The two lovers could finally embrace each other and they hatched a plan to get rid of the cruel wizard. The next day, while the man was courting the girl, she poured a powder into his cup of wine: at the first sip, the wizard fell asleep and so Aladdin rushed to recover the lamp. "Take us all back home!" he immediately instructed the genie, who fulfilled his master's wish. In the end, the wizard was severely punished, while Aladdin and his bride ruled in peace and prosperity, for a long time.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Puss in Boots

 

    
  Once upon a time, there was an old miller who left to his three children a windmill, a donkey and a talking cat.

 

  

    

    

    
    


  The two older children inherited the windmill and the donkey, while the younger brother got the cat.

  One day, seeing that his new master was very worried because he didn't have money or a job, the cat reassured him:

 

    
  "Give me a pair of boots, a feathered hat and a sturdy jute bag, and I will make you a very rich man!". Having nothing to lose, the boy gave the cat what he had asked. Having filled the sack with wild game, the cat brought it to the king, presenting it as a gift from the Marquis of Carabàs.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  From then on, the cat often returned to the royal palace with other gifts from his mysterious master. One morning, hearing that the king and the princess were about to go for a stroll in their carriage, the cat rushed back to the miller's son and made him go to the river.

  Then he told him:

 


    

  "Jump into the water and pretend that you're drowning!". The young man obeyed at once, while the cat ran towards the royal carriage, shouting: "Quick! Help my master!". The king instructed his guards to rescue the young man and offered to take him home.

  The cat pointed to a magnificent castle towering over a nearby hill: "There it is! That's the home of the Marquis of Carabàs!". And they set off.

  The cat let the carriage go in front but he took a shortcut in order to reach the castle before the others.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  When he got to the place, he introduced himself to the ogre who lived there: "My lord, I've heard that you have extraordinary magical powers and can turn into any animal you wish". "I sure can!", the ogre thundered. "Even into a little mouse?", the cunning cat asked. "Of course!" snapped the ogre, turning into a minuscule rodent. "Purrrfect!"

  The cat smiled, pounced on him and swallowed him in one mouthful,

 

    

  just as the royal carriage was arriving at the castle.

  "Welcome to the palace of the Marquis of Carabàs!"

 

    
  the cat announced, inviting the king, the princess and his master inside. He led them into the splendid ballroom, where they enjoyed a delicious banquet offered by the marquis in honour of his guests.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Meanwhile, the king hadn't failed to notice how his daughter and the young man had grown fond of each other. So, the following day, he sent his carriage to collect the marquis and the cat.

 

    

  "I'd be very glad to see a noble and generous young man like you by my daughter's side", he said to the boy who, smiling, exclaimed: "Your Majesty, I'd be honoured!". A few days later, they celebrated the wedding of the princess with the miller's son, who had become rich with the help of his cat.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Pan's Flute

 

    
  In ancient Greece, the woods were populated by animals but also by magical creatures and gods.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Zeus, the king of Mount Olympus, had put Pan, the god of pastures and herds, in charge of them all.

 

    

  Pan was a strange but friendly creature, who looked more like an animal than a human being. In fact, his body was covered in a bristly fur and two yellow fangs poked out of his mouth. Moreover, a thick beard covered his chin, two little horns sprang out of his head and, instead of human legs, he had two large goat legs, equipped with hooves too.

  Although he was really ugly, Pan had a lively and playful character.

 


    
  He spent his time playing pranks and telling jokes and, for this reason, the other gods of Mount Olympus appreciated his company very much. Among them, his best friend was Dionysus, the god of wine, with whom Pan often spent his days, taking jaunts in the wood, drinking and laughing cheerfully. One day, to celebrate his friend's birthday, Pan decided to organise a big party.

 

    

  "Quick! Come! Everyone is invited!" the goat-god shouted, running at breakneck speed through the forest.

 


  


    

    

    
    


  All the animals and the creatures who lived in the wood responded to his call, including the nymphs, who were beautiful divinities who protected the trees, the rivers and the springs. The nymphs wouldn't miss a chance like this for anything in the world, so they sprang out of the bushes and began to dance and frolic in the meadows. Pan was admiring them with a smile when, suddenly,

 

    
  he caught sight of the beautiful Syrinx.

  For him, it was love at first sight. "You are gorgeous! Let me hug you!" Pan shouted, running towards her.

 

    

  Seeing him come towards her, Syrinx was frightened and ran away, with Pan in hot pursuit, until she reached the swamp where her father, the god Ladon, lived. "Daddy, please, turn me into a plant so that Pan won't be able to recognise me!" the beautiful nymph shouted to her father.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Ladon came to her rescue and turned her into a reed. Having witnessed the transformation, poor Pan was deeply saddened, but had an idea: he cut the plant into many pieces of different lengths and tied them together to make a musical instrument, which he called "syrinx".

  From then on, he always carried it with him to make music and to dance with the nymphs.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Vasilisa and the Babajaga

 

    

  Once upon a time, in Russia, there was a little girl called Vasilisa, who was the daughter of a rich merchant and a beautiful lady.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  One sad day, her mother fell ill and, before she died, she gave Vasilisa a doll and told her: "Always carry her with you: she will protect you just as I would have". A few years later, Vasilisa's father married a widow who had two daughters the same age as Vasilisa. The woman, though, didn't love her stepdaughter and didn't waste a chance to torment her and saddle her with work. Vasilisa bore everything patiently and grew kinder and more beautiful every day.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Her only friend was the doll, to whom she confided all her sorrows. One day, Vasilisa's father decided to set off on a long journey and so the

 

    

  stepmother moved into a house on the edge of the woods with Vasilisa and her stepsisters. Legend had it that, in the depths of that wood, lived the Babajaga, an old witch who devoured anyone who came across her. So, one evening, the stepmother instructed Vasilisa to go to the Babajaga and ask her for some fire to light their fireplace. Although she was afraid to come to a horrible end,

 

    

  Vasilisa obeyed and entered the forest, holding her precious doll tightly in her arms to give herself courage.

  Guided by her little friend, the girl soon reached the witch's hut. The girl knocked and the witch let her in. What a horrible sight!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The walls were covered in the bones and skulls of all the poor people the Babajaga had devoured over the years. The witch too had a terrifying look: her chin was coated in a thin white beard and her skin was peppered with verrucae. Also, her skeletal hands ended with horrid black nails that looked more like claws. However, despite all this, the witch must have been in a good mood on that day, because she decided not to devour Vasilisa.

  "Why have you come here?" she asked her and, having heard the reason for her visit, she suggested: "If you stay with me for a little while and help me cook and clean my hut, I'll give you what you're looking for". Vasilisa accepted and immediately got to work, helped by her magical doll.

  Puzzled by the quantity of work that the girl was able to do in a very short time, one day the Babajaga asked her what her secret was.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Vasilisa revealed: "Madam, it's the blessed soul of my mother, who watches over me and gives me strength". At these words, the witch shrieked: "I don't want anything blessed in here, get out of my house!" Before letting the girl go, though, she handed her a stick with a skull set with two glowing stones:

 

    

  "Here's the fire they sent you here for!".

  Vasilisa ran off into the forest with the stick lighting the path in front of her.

 

    

  As soon as she arrived home, she showed her stepmother and her stepsisters the prodigious gift she had received from the Babajaga.

 

    
  Suddenly, a powerful ray of light burst out from the two stones and instantly turned the three women to ashes.

  Now alone, Vasilisa abandoned the house at the edge of the woods and went back to the city, where she was welcomed by an old seamstress, whom she helped with the housework in exchange for a roof over her head.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Vasilisa was very skilled at the spindle and the needle, so the woman asked for her help, because she had to weave a precious fabric destined for the Tsar himself. The girl got to work, weaving day and night, always with the help of her magical doll.

 

    

  When the marvellous fabric reached the Tsar's hands, he was so impressed that he wanted to meet its creator at all costs. The seamstress then accompanied Vasilisa to the royal palace: struck by the girl's charm and grace, the Tsar instantly fell in love with her and asked her to marry him. Their wedding was celebrated soon after, and the kind seamstress who had hosted Vasilisa attended it too,as well as the girl's father, who had finally returned from his trip.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Bambi the Little Fawn

 

    

  It was a spring morning and all the creatures of the woods were in turmoil.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  "Quick, everyone, run!" shouted the little squirrel to the other animals, "Come and say hello to Mummy Deer, and welcome Bambi, her new-born fawn!". The rabbit and the owl were the first to arrive. "He's very sweet, even though he can barely stand up on those flimsy legs", the bird exclaimed. The little fawn looked extremely cute with his big eyes and the sprinkling of little white spots on his back.

 

    
  As the days went by, Bambi grew stronger and he loved to explore the marvels of the woods with his friends.

 

    

  Life in the woods was marvellous, there were many things to see and discover: colourful butterflies, bats, moles and cute little birds.

  Bambi was curious and impatient to get to know everything that surrounded him.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  One morning, Bambi woke up and realised, much to his surprise, that the woods had changed : everything was coated in a soft white blanket of snow. Having never seen it before, for him it was an incredible surprise.

  It was the perfect chance to frolic and have fun with his friends! "Let's organise a slide-on-the-ice competition!" the squirrel suggested. "Great idea!" shouted

  Bambi and the others at once, lying on the soft white carpet and rolling down towards the valley. While the little ones laughed happily, Mummy Deer was standing by an oak tree, watching them and smiling. At that moment, none of them could imagine that their tranquil life in the woods would soon come to an end.

  In fact, the hunting season had begun.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  As soon as the snow began to melt, a group of hunters arrived and pursued Bambi and his mother.

  Unfortunately, the poor doe was hit and died.

 

    

  All alone and afraid, the little fawn ran into the depths of the woods and didn't stop until, exhausted, he collapsed on the ground and fell asleep.

 

    

  Luckily for him, he happened to be near the herd led by the Great Buck, who took compassion on the fawn and decided to take him with him. Following the advice of his adoptive father, Bambi learnt to survive and escape the dangers of the forest. There were other fawns like him in the herd, and Bambi made friends especially with one of them: little Faline.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  As time went by, the two became inseparable and, when spring returned, they could finally spend their days running through the bushes and playing hide-and-seek.

 

    
  Bambi also noticed that a small pair of antlers had appeared on his head. "You are growing up", said the Great Buck, smiling. Meanwhile, though, another danger was threatening the woods.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Among the tall oak trees, a terrible fire had started. The flames were advancing, the air was thick with smoke, and the heat was ever more unbearable. Without hesitation, Bambi gathered the animals and led them towards their only hope of safety: the river.

 

    

  The pricket helped the smaller animals cross the water carrying them onto his shoulders and, thanks

 

    
  to his bravery, everyone was saved. In the end, grateful towards Bambi, the animals of the forest gathered together and decided to elect him as their leader: under his guidance, they would always be safe from danger.

  When Bambi grew into a buck, he married his beloved Faline and he lived happily with her and their fawns for a long time.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Little Samurai

 

    
  Once upon a time, in Japan, there were a husband and a wife who went to the temple every day to ask the gods for a child.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  However, years went by and their family still lacked a heir. Finally, after a long wait, the gods decided to fulfil their desire. One morning, while they were taking a stroll through the woods, husband and wife heard a baby's wail coming from a patch of bamboo. They walked up to it and found that the sound was coming from a minuscule swaddled creature.

 

    

  It was definitely a child, similar to them in everything except for a little detail: he was as small as a thumb. The couple was overjoyed about having a child to bring up and they picked him up and carried him home.

 

    

  Some years went by and the child, whom his parents had called Issunboshi, grew up, although he remained very short.

 


    

  By now, he had become a young man and was curious to explore the world and its mysteries. So, one morning, Issunboshi called his elderly parents and declared: "Mother, Father, I've decided to set off on a journey. I'll go to the capital to talk to the emperor and I will ask him to let me enrol into his army!" Reluctantly, the parents agreed and, with tears in their eyes, they let him go.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Sailing down the river on a walnut shell and using a toothpick as an oar, Issunboshi travelled to the capital city. Everything looked so new and marvellous! Finally he touched land and, after walking for a few hours, he arrived at the imperial palace. Small as he was, he struggled to make himself noticed by the guards but, after showing himself ready to make any sacrifice to become one of them, he convinced them to accompany him to the emperor.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "What an amazing creature!", the emperor exclaimed when he saw Issunboshi prance into the throne room. "My lord, I'm ready to serve you", the boy shouted, bowing low to the emperor and the princess, his daughter.

 

    

  "You've come just at the right moment!", the emperor replied with a smile. "I'm looking for a bodyguard to accompany the princess in her strolls.

 

    
  My soldiers, with all their swords and armours, would scare her, while you would be perfect for this job!"

  "I accept without hesitation, your Majesty!" Issunboshi said and, from that moment onwards, he was always by the princess' side, protecting her and keeping her company with tales of his tranquil life in the country.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Day after day, the little samurai grew more and more attached to the girl. However, given his minuscule size, Issunboshi knew very well that the emperor would never allow him to marry her. One morning, while the two of them were walking along a path in the forest, they were attacked by a gigantic ogre, who had suddenly jumped out of the bushes with a terrible roar.

  The monster's skin was all red, as if it had been burned by the sun, and he had a long beard, yellow like straw, and a set of goat's horns on his head. The princess, terrified, began to scream, while the ogre swung an enormous club towards her, ready to strike her. Seeing his beloved in mortal danger, Issunboshi at once hurled himself at the monster, trying to knock him to the ground.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  When all his attempts seemed to be failing, Issunboshi grabbed a pointy branch and started to prick the monster's feet. In his attempts to get away, the ogre lost his balance and fell to the ground, hitting hard a tree on his way down. The enemy was finally defeated! The emperor's daughter, then, picked the ogre's club up from the ground and offered it to Issunboshi as a trophy. The club, however, was a magical object.

 

    

  As soon as he grabbed it, the boy began to grow taller and taller, until he reached the size of a normal human.

 

    

  Now he could ask the emperor for the princess' hand in marriage. Wishing to reward Issunboshi's courage, his majesty was more than happy to grant it to him, and he ordered that a great party was organised to celebrate the couple's wedding.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Cookoo's Gift

 

    
  Once upon a time, there were two poor brothers who lived in a small village in the countryside.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  As they had no money to buy firewood, one day they decided to go to the woods and gather dry branches and roots to burn and warm their house.

 


    

  When they returned home, they put a large piece of root into the fireplace and lit the fire. Suddenly, a little multicoloured bird flew out through the flames: it was a little cuckoo!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The two brothers warmly welcomed the new arrival: they offered him some food and, as his home had burnt down, they also gave him a comfortable new shelter.

 

    

  This way the cuckoo, who could speak the language of humans, spent the winter in their home. When spring arrived, the little bird got ready to fly off to warmer countries, but first he said to the two brothers: "I would like to thank you for your hospitality. On my return, at the end of summer, I will bring you one gift each: a golden leaf which will make you rich,

 

    
  or a bay leaf, which will give you happiness".

  Without hesitation, the older brother exclaimed: "I would like the golden leaf". The other, instead, replied: "I will take the bay leaf". So the cuckoo set off and, a few months later, as he had promised, he visited them again, with two little leaves in his beak. The elder brother grabbed the golden one and pinned it to his chest.

 

    

  From that moment onwards, his business went so well that, in a short time, he became rich and could buy a beautiful house, where he went to live on his own.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The younger one, instead, slipped the bay leaf into his pocket and continued to lead a simple life, taking care of others. For this reason, he was always surrounded by friends and even the king, who suffered with melancholy, invited him to court so that he could cheer him up with his happy character and his kindness. Finally, the elder brother too became convinced that wealth didn't bring happiness, and he returned to his old house in the country to live with his brother.
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      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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