
    

    

    
    
  The Snow Queen

 

    
  Once upon a time, there was a little hanging garden which joined the windows of two neighbouring houses.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  two children who lived opposite one another and loved each other like brother and sister.

  Kai and Gerda spent entire days in the small garden and that passage allowed them to play freely in each other's houses. In the cold winter evenings, instead, they preferred to stay in, huddled by the fire, and listen to the stories of Kai's grandma about the beautiful but cruel Snow Queen.

 

    
  One day, while they were at home watching the snow fall outside the window, a strong gust of wind burst the window open. A tiny ice crystal flew straight into Kai's eye, went down to his heart, and instantly froze it. Then and there, the boy shouted in pain but, a few moments later, the ache was gone and Kay continued to laugh and joke with his dear Gerda.

 

    

  The following morning, when they saw each other again, the girl noticed some changes in her friend.

 


    

  In spring, it filled with perfumed roses and it was looked after by Kai and Gerda,

 

  


    

    

    
    
  He wasn't smiling as usual and, when she asked him to play, he answered brusquely, saying that he didn't have time to waste with a girl.

  Then, turning his back to her, he joined his friends in the village square. Gerda was very upset, but she couldn't imagine that the reason for that behaviour was just the sliver of ice which had penetrated Kai's heart. While he was running with the others, the boy suddenly noticed a big sleigh with a splendid woman wrapped in a white fur coat sitting inside. As a joke, Kai tied his sled to the back of the big sleigh and, when this started to move, he was dragged away, further and further, beyond the edge of the village. At the boy's cries for help, the mysterious lady stopped the sleigh and introduced herself: she was no other than the Snow Queen!

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Smiling sweetly, the queen stretched out her hand and invited Kai to climb aboard and sit next to her. Then she wrapped him in her warm coat and kissed his forehead, instantly wiping from his mind any memory of his past. After Kai's disappearance, Gerda looked for him everywhere, but found no trace of her friend.

  In the end, when spring arrived, she decided to go the great river. Here she climbed onto a little boat and let the waves take her away.

  The current floated her to the house of a witch, which was surrounded by a beautiful cherry orchard. Being quite lonely, the woman was very happy to welcome the girl. Then, after offering her some cherries, she began to comb her hair with a magic comb which made her forget everything.

 

    
  Time went by and Gerda had been the witch's guest for several weeks already, when one day she went for a walk in the garden. Strolling among plants and flowers, her gaze fell on a rose bush and she immediately remembered Kai.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  'I must go and look for him,' Gerda shouted.

  Then she asked a big black crow if, by any chance, it had seen her friend. 'Perhaps,' the bird answered. 'I think that he lives in a castle nearby.' Gerda asked to be taken there but she discovered that the boy was only a young prince, not Kai, and burst into inconsolable sobs.

 

    
  The young man and his bride, who was a lovely princess, listened to her story and offered her their golden carriage to travel more swiftly and find her friend as quickly as possible.

 

    

  Unfortunately, though, such a luxurious mode of transport attracted the attention of some thieves who, believing that somebody important was travelling in it, blocked it. Back in their den, they opened the carriage door and found little Gerda inside. Not knowing what to do with her, they decided to keep her with them, so that she would keep company to their leader's daughter, who was a girl of the same age.

 

    
  Sitting on the barn's straw, Gerda told her new friend

  her story.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  While she spoke, an old reindeer who was sitting next to them, said: 'I've seen the Snow Queen take him with her to her summer palace. If you like, I will take you there.' 'Yes, please, I beg you,' Gerda exclaimed. Even though she had grown attached to Gerda like to a sister, the daughter of the leader of the thieves decided to let her escape. When everyone had gone to sleep, she helped Gerda climb onto the back of the reindeer and watched her disappear into the cold night. Holding tight onto the animal's neck, the girl crossed mountains and vast expanses of ice, until she arrived at the palace. Meanwhile, the queen had made Kai her slave and the only way for him to return home was to spell the word ETERNITY with some icicles.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  It was a simple task but Kai's mind was clouded by his mistress' spell, so he was trying over and over without ever succeeding.

 

    

  As soon as she entered the castle and saw him, Gerda ran to hug him, crying with joy. Her tears fell on Kai's eyes, finally dissolving the ice in his heart. Suddenly the boy remembered everything: Grandma, the hanging garden and, above everything else, her, his dearest friend. The two children embraced each other and danced with happiness.

 

    

  The icicles too began to dance on the floor, forming the word ETERNITY by themselves. 'Now I'm free!' Kai shouted and, on the reindeer's back, he could finally return with Gerda to his home and his roses.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Twelve Dancing Princesses

 

    
  Once upon a time, in a faraway kingdom, lived twelve beautiful princesses who slept all together in the same room.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Their door was locked every night, but every morning their shoes were worn out. Nobody could work out how the princesses managed to get out of their room, nor where they went or how they could scuff their shoes so much. Furious, the king asked his oldest daughter for an explanation. Not getting any answer, he decreed that whoever was able to solve the

 

    
  mystery in three days and three nights, would be allowed to marry one of the princesses.

 

    

  Many young men came from every corner of the kingdom and, enticed by the reward, attempted that task but, one after the other, all of them failed.

 

    
  Finally a soldier too, wishing to attempt the test, set off for the royal castle. He stopped along the way to chat with an old peasant woman.

  As soon as he told her where he was going and why, the woman recommended him not to eat or drink anything that he was offered at court.

  Then she gave him a magic cape which had the power to make him invisible.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Having thanked her, the young man set off and, that same evening, he finally got to the royal

 

    

  palace, where he was given a room adjoining the princesses'. When it was time to go to sleep, the eldest of the girls turned up with some wine: remembering the old woman's advice, the soldier only pretended to drink it, and immediately lay down in bed. Thinking that he was asleep, the twelve sisters rushed to open their cupboards and got dressed smartly.

 

    

  Then they lifted a trapdoor hidden in the floor of their room, and went down it. As soon as the last one had gone down, the soldier jumped to his feet and, wearing his magical cape, followed them. He discovered that the secret passage led to an underground cave. A few steps later, he found himself outside and saw the princesses walk along an avenue lined with golden trees.

 

    

  In the distance, he could see a marvellous castle, all lit up for a party.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The soldier silently followed the girls into the palace and he found himself in a splendid ballroom with enormous chandeliers, carved columns and luxurious carpets. The twelve princesses stepped forward and an equal number of princes came out of the shadow.

  Each one of them offered his arm to one of the girls and all together started to dance to the sound of a sweet melody, produced by an invisible orchestra. Hiding behind a curtain, the young man stayed there and observed the girls dance with their dashing companions all night long. At the end of the dances, with their shoes in tatters, the twelve sisters said goodbye to their princes and began to walk towards the avenue with the golden trees, to return home.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  On the way back, the soldier broke off a golden branch to use as evidence when he told the king about that enchanted place.

 

    

  Overtaking the princesses, the young man ran through the cave, climbed up the trapdoor and sneaked into bed before their arrival. Finding him still asleep, the girls laughed and started discussing about the ball they would attend the following night.

 

    
  Hearing that, the soldier decided not to tell the king anything yet, but to continue following the girls on the next two nights and collect more evidence.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Finally, on the third day, the soldier went to the king and, showing him the golden branch, told him all about the trapdoor,

 

    
  the castle and the twelve princes dancing with his daughters every night. Then the king called the princesses and asked the eldest if that was the truth. The girl couldn't deny it, so her father turned to the soldier and exclaimed: 'As you have been able to pass this test and unveil the mystery, you deserve the appropriate reward.

 

    
  Choose among my daughters whichever one you prefer. You can marry her and become king when I die.' The soldier thanked the king and chose the eldest of the princesses, with whom he had already fallen in love, as she had with him. Their wedding was celebrated a few days later and the secret hatch was sealed forever.

 

    

  However, the king promised all his daughters that there would be more balls at court and that they would be able to dance as much as they wished.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Nutcracker

 

    
  It was Christmas Eve and a magnificent, beautifully decorated fir tree towered over the Stahlbaum's grand sitting room.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Right by the tree, the two Stahlbaum children, little Marie and her brother Fritz, were busy unwrapping their gifts, beginning with that of their godfather, Mr Drosselmeier.

 

    
  The man had a pleasant look and wore a big black eyepatch on his right eye which made him look like a pirate.

 

    
  He was a fan of watches and he could tell the children stories full of adventure. He often entertained himself devising strange contraptions which he then gave to his family and friends. That day, he had brought his latest invention to the Stahlbaum.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  It was a marvellous castle containing many moving figurines. Bewitched, Fritz would have very much liked to go inside it, but Mr Drosselmeier didn't allow him, given that the castle was not even half the child's height.

  So the toy was put away in a cabinet, next to all the other splendid objects that had come before it. Looking at the soldiers that Fritz had found under the tree, Marie noticed one in the shape of a nutcracker and immediately loved it.

 

    
  Fritz started playing with the soldier and putting in his mouth all the biggest and hardest nuts he could find. After a little while, some of the Nutcracker's teeth ended up broken. At that, Marie burst into tears and ran to her father, who comforted her saying: 'Your friend will surely get better if you take care of him.'

 

    

  So the girl bandaged him and, when it was time to go to sleep, she laid him down in the cabinet, next to the other toys.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  On her way to the bedroom, suddenly Marie saw many shiny little eyes come towards her from every direction: it was an army of mice, guided by a monstrous king, an enormous rat with seven heads. The girl stepped backwards in fright and tripped over, waking up Nutcracker, who sprang out of the cabinet clutching his sword and called all of Fritz's soldiers to battle.

  A fierce battle between the hussars and the mice ensued. While she was watching them fight, Marie fainted and woke up only the following morning, in her bed. Next to her was Mr Drosselmeier who had repaired her beloved Nutcracker and brought him back to her.

  Later, the old man told her and Fritz the tale of the Hard Nut, with prince Nutcracker and princess Pirlipat.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Pirlipat had been made ugly and deformed by a spell cast by the mother of the King of the mice, and she asked the prince for help.

 

    
  Nutcracker managed to heal her, but the evil queen made him horrible too, so the princess banned him from her kingdom, together with his uncle who, curiously, was called Drosselmeier too. At the end of the story, Marie exclaimed: 'I would have never sent him away!

 

    
  Instead, I would have married him, and always been by his side!' After listening to that story, the children went to bed.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  However, at midnight the King of the mice returned to Marie.

  Once again, Nutcracker came to

  her rescue,

 

    
  challenging the wicked king to a duel. Having defeated him with a blow of his sabre, the soldier said to Marie: 'To celebrate, I will take you with me to my kingdom.' The girl accepted enthusiastically and followed him into the clothes cupboard and then down some wooden stairs, to the magical world of the Land of the Sweets.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Here Marie enjoyed herself very much preparing many sweets together with the prince's sisters and their ladies-in-waiting. When she woke up, though, she was back in her bed and, after that marvellous trip, she didn't see Nutcracker again. Years went by and Marie became a beautiful girl. One evening, her godfather, Mr Drosselmeier, came to visit her together with his nephew,

 

    

  a young officer who wore a uniform much like the one once worn by Nutcracker. As soon as he saw her, he kneeled at her feet and, holding her hand, declared:

 

    
  'You have broken the spell that kept me prisoner when you said that you would have married me despite my looks!' Marie then understood that the man before her was her magical friend Nutcracker, and without hesitation agreed to marry him. One year and one day later, Nutcracker came to collect her on a marvellous carriage and took her with him to the Land of the Sweets.

 

    

  There, until today, the couple rules among chocolate woodlands, marzipan castles

  and sweet meringue flowerbeds.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Cinderella

 

    
  Once upon a time, in a faraway kingdom, a merchant lived happily with his family.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  He had everything he could possibly wish for: a splendid home, a loving wife,

 

    

  and the sweetest baby daughter who was the apple of his eye. Unfortunately, one sad day, the man's wife became seriously ill and passed away shortly after, leaving him alone to bring up their daughter. Years went by and the merchant grew increasingly aware that his daughter needed a mother to look after her and love her.

  For this reason, he decided to remarry.

 

    

  Having gone to the city on business, he met a widow who had two daughters of the same age as his. She was a beautiful and arrogant aristocratic woman, but the merchant was anxious to give his daughter a new family, so he asked her to be his wife and she accepted.

  Once she had settled into her new home together with her two daughters, who were like her in everything, the woman began to behave

 


    

  coldly towards her stepchild, and neglected her.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Things couldn't but get worse when, soon after, the merchant died too, and the girl was left alone with her stepmother and stepsisters. The three women didn't waste a moment and immediately made her into their servant. She bore all their abuses without complaints and, in the evenings, worn out by her labours, she often fell asleep by the fireplace, thus dirtying her face and clothes with cinders.

 

    
  For this reason, they nicknamed her Cinderella. One day, a royal envoy knocked on their door,

 

    
  bringing the invitation for a grand ball organised at the royal palace in honour of the prince. At once the stepsisters, who couldn't wait to take part, ordered Cinderella to wash and iron all their smartest clothes.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The night of the party, her stepmother and stepsisters left for the castle, leaving Cinderella crying in the garden. Suddenly, her fairy godmother appeared and asked her: 'Would you like to go to the ball?' 'Oh, yes, more than anything in the world!' the girl replied. Then the fairy touched a pumpkin, six mice and a large rat with her magic wand and instantly a splendid golden carriage pulled by six magnificent white horses and driven by an elegant coachman, appeared in their place. Then she turned Cinderella's wretched rags into a glittery evening gown and she made two lovely crystal shoes appear at her feet. Before the girl climbed onto her coach, the fairy told her that she would have to leave the ball before the last stroke of midnight, because then the magic would be over.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Cinderella thanked her a thousand times and then set off for the royal castle. As soon as she entered the palace, the music stopped: everyone was struck by her extraordinary beauty. While the other ladies, including her stepsisters, were wondering who she was, Cinderella attracted the attention of the prince, who invited her to dance.

 

    

  Suddenly, though, the tower's clock rang the first stroke of midnight.

 

    

  Without wasting a moment, Cinderella disentangled herself from her prince's arms and ran to the exit. In her haste, one of her crystal

 

    

  who clutched it in his hands, determined to find slippers slipped off her foot but was promptly picked up by the young man,ind the mysterious lady who had stolen his heart. When her stepsisters came back, Cinderella nonchalantly asked them if they had enjoyed the ball, smiling inwardly at the thought of the handsome prince with whom she had now fallen in love.

 

    

  Wrapped in a magical atmosphere, the two danced together all

  night long.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The following morning, a royal decreed was proclaimed in the entire kingdom: royal envoys had been instructed to try the shoe on

 

    

  the feet of all the girls in the kingdom until they had found the one on whom it fitted perfectly. When the stepsisters' turn arrived, they tried in every possible way to squeeze their feet into the shoe, but in vain. Cinderella too was invited to try it and, much to the astonishment of all present, she managed without a problem.

 

    

  At that, the stepsisters threw themselves at her feet, begging her to forgive them for the way they had treated her. Being good and kind, Cinderella forgave them and allowed them to take part in the celebrations for her wedding with the prince, which took place a few days later, with the blessing of her fairy godmother.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Paris and the

  Golden Apple

 

    
  Mount Olympus was in turmoil for the wedding of king Peleus with the nymph Thetis.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  All the gods had been invited to the wedding banquet except Eris, the goddess of discord. Furious with the couple and determined to ruin their celebration, Eris sneaked into the Hesperides' garden where an apple with magical golden fruit grew, protected by the nymphs. Without hesitation, the goddess plucked one apple and carved it with: To the most beautiful.

 

    

  Then, on the day of the wedding, she crept into Peleus' palace and, without anyone noticing, she dropped the apple onto the couple's table.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Three goddesses began to quarrel with each other for the magical apple: Zeus' wife, Hera;

 

    

  Athena, the goddess of war and wisdom; and the goddess of beauty and love, Aphrodite. In fact, each one was convinced that she deserved the fruit because she was more beautiful than the others. As they were unable to come to an agreement, they asked Zeus to decide who the winner was, but the father of the gods had no wish to attract upon himself the anger of the

 

    


  two losers. So he had an idea. Paris, the young prince of Troy, who was well known for his wise decisions, was at the party, too. Zeus offered him the golden apple, saying: 'I would like you to give this to the one who you believe deserves the title of the most beautiful goddess in Olympus.' Feeling honoured, the young man, accepted and went up to the three goddesses, who offered him a reward in exchange for his choice:

 


    
  Athena pledged to give him victory in every war, Hera promised immense powers, while Aphrodite pledged to give him the love of the most beautiful woman on Earth.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Having pondered it for a long time, Paris made his choice and assigned the apple

  to Aphrodite.

 

    
  Angered by the insult, Athena and Hera swore revenge, and they didn't wait long to put it into action. In fact, a few days later, Paris met Helen, the beautiful queen of Sparta, and their love, favoured by Aphrodite, sparked the terrible Trojan War.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The Frog Prince

 

    
  Once upon a time, there was a king whose castle towered over a pond teeming with croaking frogs.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The king had a beautiful daughter with long hair the colour of the sun, whom he loved more than anything in the world. One day, the girl was taking a stroll in the castle's gardens, whilst playing with her shiny golden ball.

 

    
  While she was having fun tossing it up in the air and catching it again, the girl missed it and the ball fell on the ground, rolled and plunged into the water of the pond. Desperate, the princess tried to recover it but the wind pushed it towards a clump of water lilies, where it got stuck. The girl burst into inconsolable tears until she heard a little voice coming from the water:

 

    

  it was a frog, who was holding her golden ball with his little leg.

  'What's the matter, princess? May I help you?'

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The girl was speechless with surprise, but the frog continued: 'Are you, by any chance, looking for your golden ball?'. The princess nodded and the animal exclaimed: 'I'll be more than happy to return it to you if, in exchange, you promise that you'll be my friend.' Although she found that slimy frog a bit repulsive, the girl accepted, and the animal began to push the ball with his mouth and his legs until it touched the shore.

 

    

  As a token of her gratitude, the girl stroked him and

  said goodbye.

 

    

  The next day, the frog hopped to the main entrance of the royal palace and told the guards that he

 

    
  wanted to speak to the princess. When the princess turned up, the animal told her:

  'You have promised that we would be friends, so I'd like you to let me visit your home and let me sleep on your bed.'

  Horrified and a little upset by that request, the girl told him that it wasn't possible and closed the door again.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  That night, thinking about her broken promise, the girl told her father what had happened. Her father said: 'My darling, a princess worthy of her name must always keep her word.'

 

    

  The following morning, when she opened the door of the castle, the princess found the frog asleep on the steps:

 

    
  he had been waiting for her all night long. Moved by the sight of that helpless little creature, the girl picked him into her arms and carried him to her bedroom. The frog made himself comfortable on the pillows, had a little nap, then played with the princess and, when it was time for lunch, shared her food and drinks.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  When they returned to the girl's bedroom and they sat on her bed, the frog asked her:

  'Now that we are friends, will you swear that you will always keep me with you and we shall never be parted?' Moved by his words, the princess whispered: 'Alright: from now on we will always be together.'

  Then she kissed him gently on the head.

  Suddenly, the frog was lifted up in the air and floated in a cloud of smoke which had appeared out of nowhere. Sure to be witnessing a prodigy, the princess got up from her bed and stepped closer to him. When the fog began to clear, much to her surprise, she saw that the frog had disappeared and, in his place was a young man dressed in elegant clothes with a silver crown on his head.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The young man fell on the ground senseless and the princess rushed to embrace him. As he opened his eyes, he smiled

 

    

  told her his story: he was the prince of a nearby kingdom whom a cruel witch had turned into a frog to avenge an offence received from his father.

  The only thing that could have broken that terrible spell was the sincere affection of a blue-blooded girl. The girl instantly fell in love with that charming and well-mannered young man.

 

    
  As he loved her too, the couple went to the girl's father, who happily agreed to their marriage. So, the following day, they celebrated their wedding and, at the end of the celebration, the princess and her groom found a marvellous carriage pulled by eight white horses waiting for them outside the royal palace.

 

    
  They climbed on and set off towards the prince's castle, where a radiant future as king and queen awaited them, and a life full

  of happiness.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Swallow and the Birds

 

    
  With the arrival of the good season, the first swallows were beginning to show up.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  They were returning from the warmer countries where they had migrated for the winter.

  It was a warm morning in early summer and a swallow, having travelled far and wide across the world, was flying peacefully over the countryside. Suddenly, some farmers working diligently in the fields, ploughing the soil and preparing it for sowing, attracted her attention. At that sight, the swallow was immediately put on her guard: in fact, her experience had taught her that none of this work was going to bring any good for her and the other birds.

  Those seeds would soon germinate and grow into bushes on which men would surely hang nets and traps. How many birds would be captured and end up in their pans and pots?

 


  


    

    

    
    
  The swallow couldn't just watch and do nothing about it, so she quickly flew to a nearby wood: surely she could find other birds there and warn them of the imminent danger. She met a flock of birds who were happily feasting on the fruits of the trees which, at that time of year, were particularly abundant. 'Listen to me, my friends,' the swallow shouted.

 

    

  'Stop eating peaches and cherries at once, and rush to gobble up the seeds scattered on the fields,

 

    

  otherwise you'll regret it!'

  The birds thought that she was crazy and started teasing her, saying:

 

    
  'With all the treats that nature offers to us, are you trying to persuade us to gorge on hard and tasteless seeds?' So, despite the swallow's insistence and her pleads to follow her advice, they carried on filling their stomachs with berries and fruit, leaving the seeds where they lay.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  When winter arrived, the farmers laid many traps to catch wild game. Many birds were captured while others hid in holes in the roofs and walls to save their lives. At that point, the swallow, who was getting ready to leave for the warmer countries, said goodbye with these words: 'I hope that in future you will heed good advice and behave more wisely.' Then she flew away.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The Story of the Orange Tree and the Bee

 

    
  Little Princess Amata was born in a magical place called Happy Island.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  While the little girl was travelling with her parents, their ship sank and Amata was the only survivor: her cradle was carried by the waves to a land inhabited by ogres.

 

    
  The ogre Ravagio and his wife Tormentina found the baby while they were strolling on the beach.

  'We can't abandon her' they said.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  'We'll bring her home and we'll raise her as if she were our own daughter!'.

  The years passed by and Amata became a beautiful girl.

 

    
  Meanwhile, the people who lived in Happy Island believed she was dead and had chosen a new sovereign, Prince Amato. During the journey to reach the kingdom, though, there was a terrible storm: his ship sank but he managed to swim to the land of ogres. When Amata found him ashore, she was very surprised: it was the first time she met another human being.

 

    

  When the Prince woke up and saw the girl, he was instantly impressed by her beauty and kindness. Amata didn't tell Ravagio and Tormentina she had found a boy on the beach. Instead, she hid him in a cave, where he would be safe. As time passed by, the two became close friends and they fell in love. One day, the Prince noticed Amata was wearing a pendant with 'Amata,

 

    

  Princess of Happy Island' written on it. So she was the famous princess who had disappeared!

 

  


    

    

    
    
  In the meantime Ravagio, who had noticed Amata was spending more and more time away from home, decided to follow her to the woods and found the prince's hiding place. Thinking that he wanted to take Amata away from him,

 

    

  the ogre became angry, captured the boy and dragged him to the village. He locked him in a cell and swore

 

    

  he was going to leave him there for the rest of his life. Amata tried to persuade Ravagio to let him go, but it was all in vain.

  As soon as it got dark, Amata sneaked into Tormentina's room and stole her magic wand and the key to the cell. She went to Amato and they hopped on a camel so they could run as far away as possible. It was dawn when Ravagio and his wife noticed they were gone.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  They started searching for them everywhere. 'Give me your magic boots' said the ogress to her husband. With the magic boots, she could run incredibly fast and catch up with the fugitives. Amato and Amata, who had stopped on a hill to rest, saw her coming in the distance. 'She will capture us!' screamed the Prince. 'Quick! Use the wand!'. Amata turned him into an orange tree and herself into a bee: she was sure Tormentina wouldn't recognise them. Unfortunately, when the ogress reached the hill, she picked up the wand from the ground and went away, still in search of them.

  It looked like their fate was sealed, when a Princess stopped on the hill. She saw the tree with white and fragrant flowers and decided to take a branch for her fairy godmother.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  When she cut it, drops of blood fell from the tree. The Princess got scared and called the fairy, who, thanks to her magic, turned Amato and Amata into human beings again.

 

    
  They told the fairy and the Princess what had happened to them. The fairy, moved by the story, conjured a carriage pulled by a winged horse and told Amato and Amata to get in.

 

    
  The carriage brought them to Happy Island, where all the inhabitants celebrated their arrival with great joy. Amato and Amata got married very soon and lived happily ever after.
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function fadePopup() {
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");

  window.setTimeout(() => {
    popup.className = "";
  }, 500);
}

function clickAreaHandler(evt) {
  evt.preventDefault();

  const word = evt.target.dataset.word;
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");
  popup.innerText = word;
  popup.style.top = `${evt.y}px`;
  popup.style.left = `${evt.x}px`;
  popup.className = 'visible';

  const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
  audio.src = `audio/words/${evt.target.dataset.audio}`;
  audio.play();
}

const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
audio.addEventListener('ended', () => {
  fadePopup();
});

const areas = document.getElementsByTagName("area");
for (const area of areas) {
  area.addEventListener("click", clickAreaHandler)
}




version https://git-lfs.github.com/spec/v1
oid sha256:7d9d2bd80d6a83b9b62a9225236c0d9b4743b4cd03a2e2849f299ce816c24e55
size 56336
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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