
    

    

    
    
  Sinbad the Sailor

 

    
  Once upon a time, in Baghdad, there was a poor porter called Hinbad, who worked very hard to make a living.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  One day, walking past the villa of the famous sea adventurer, Sinbad, Hinbad complained aloud: "Sinbad and I have such similar names but, alas, our lives are so different! How has he managed to amass so much wealth?" Suddenly, a servant peered out of the palace's gates and invited him to go in, saying that his master wanted to meet him.

  "Maybe I've offended him with my words,"

 

    
  Hinbad thought, but decided to follow the servant all the same. When he stepped into a marvellous garden, he saw a smartly dressed man with a long white beard coming towards him.

 

    
  "Welcome! I'm Sinbad," were the old man's first words.

 

    
  Then he continued, "I suppose that you are curious to know a little more about my life and the extraordinary sea voyages which have made me so rich and fortunate."

  Taken aback, Hinbad nodded, and so Sinbad began telling him about the time when, as a young man, he was a merchant of textiles. His first trip had been on a ship headed for the East Indies.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  During their journey, he and his companions decided to stop on a strange island, which was actually … an enormous whale! Terrified, Sinbad immediately dived into the sea and swam for hours, until he reached the island of some gigantic birds called Rocs. There, he found a valley full of precious stones but, while he was collecting them, he was attacked by enormous snakes. Luckily, a passing Roc grabbed him and flew him to safety.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Back home, Sinbad used some of the gemstones from the Rocs' island to buy a beautiful house.

 

    
  But the urge to travel hadn't abandoned him, so he set off again on a ship and landed on an island inhabited by scary Cyclopes, giants with only one eye in the middle of their foreheads. Again, Sinbad escaped unscathed, rowing away in a little boat laden with barrels full of the monsters' treasures. At sunset, though, a terrible storm hit his little boat and wrecked it.

 

    
  "Luckily, a few hours later, a merchant ship sailed by, took me on board and carried me home with all my treasures," Sinbad continued, and concluded: "By then, I had become the richest man in Baghdad!"

 

  


    

    

    
    
  A few years later, Sinbad felt again the urge to live new adventures at sea. So he sailed off on another ship and, after yet another shipwreck, he arrived at the magical kingdom of Serendib. There, Sinbad climbed onto a raft and went down a river.

  "I saw around me rocks and cliffs covered in gems!" the old man said, while Hinbad listened and goggled.

  When he reached the capital city of that kingdom, Sinbad was hosted by the king, who instructed him to bring his gifts and greetings to the caliph of Baghdad. In exchange for his services, the king handed him a generous reward. Sinbad decided that, after that mission, he wasn't going to leave his city ever again but, before reaching his destination, he was captured by pirates and sold as a slave to a chieftain.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  "You'll hunt the elephants that live on my land, and bring me their ivory tusks" the man ordered him, handing him a bow and arrows.

 

    
  But Sinbad didn't have the heart to kill them, and the elephants, who had understood that he was coming in peace, let themselves be led by the sailor to the chieftain's village. Here Sinbad showed everyone that the harmless creatures deserved to be left in peace. As he had given such proof of courage, Sinbad was set free, returned to Baghdad and never left again. Having heard his tale, Hinbad understood that Sinbad deserved the comfortable and tranquil life he had, given all that he had been through.

 

    
  The two of them became friends and, from that day onwards, they ate and chatted together many more times.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Legend of King Arthur

 

    
  "I entrust my son Arthur to you!" That's what the powerful king of England, Uther Pendragon, said to his friend, the wizard Merlin.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Before leaving, the king hugged his son and recommended to the wizard: "Keep him safe and don't reveal his real identity to anyone. I fear that my enemies would harm him if they knew that he's here, far from my protection."

  Merlin reassured him and promised that he would look after the boy's education as if he was his own child. Arthur stayed with Merlin for a few years, spending a lot of time in his lab and learning some incredible magical tricks. Every now and then, because of his inexperience, the boy made mistakes but, luckily, Merlin was always with him, ready to help. When he had grown into a strong and handsome young man, Arthur said goodbye to the wizard and went to live in the house of a nobleman. "There you will become a valiant knight," Merlin told him.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Arthur started working as a squire and made friends with Kay, his master's son. The young man diligently attended all the jobs entrusted to him: grooming the horses, polishing the armours, sharpening the weapons, and so on.

 

    
  Unfortunately, one sad day, King Uther died and, as nobody knew of Arthur's existence, violent fights and disputes over who should be the next king ravaged the country.

 

    
  According to an ancient legend, only the man who managed to pull the mythical sword, Excalibur, from the rock where it was stuck, would be worthy of sitting on England's throne.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Many had attempted it, but without success. So a group of powerful barons organised a joust for all the bravest knights of the kingdom: the winner would get the crown.

  Kay too decided to take part in the competition. Arthur accompanied him but, when it was Kay's turn to joust, the squire exclaimed: "I've forgotten your sword at home, my lord!"

  There wasn't enough time to go home and get it, so Arthur looked around for another one and, suddenly, he saw the rock with Excalibur.

  He thought: "It must have been abandoned by another knight! It's just what I needed!"

  He approached it slowly and, clasping the hilt, he pulled with all his might. Magically, the blade emerged from the hard rock and glinted in the sunlight.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  When Arthur ran to Kay to hand him the sword, the knight asked him where he'd found it. Immediately, Arthur pointed to the rock.

 

    
  The news spread at once throughout the camp, and everyone rushed to see who had succeeded in extracting Excalibur. "But … he's only a squire!" some people exclaimed, disappointed. They accused the boy of lying and demanded that he tried again. It was only after Arthur had pulled the sword out a few times before their eyes that they decided to proclaim him as new king of England.

 

    
  From that moment onwards, all the squabbles and fights over the throne ceased and, now that there was peace, the kingdom began to prosper. Arthur was loved by all his subjects, who considered him a fair and valiant king. He built Camelot, a splendid city made of gold, where he invited the rulers of all the nearby kingdoms to come and draw up treaties and alliances.

 

    
  It was during one of these meetings that the young king met the beautiful princess Guinevere, fell in love at first sight and was reciprocated.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Soon Arthur and Guinevere celebrated their wedding day with a lavish party attended by aristocrats as well as commoners. A little later, following Merlin's advice, Arthur invited to Camelot the most valiant knights in the kingdom: they would sit around the mythical Round Table with him, to discuss and solve together the most pressing matters with fairness and wisdom.

 

    
  With them, Merlin and Guinevere at his side, Arthur continued to rule for a long time, and his adventures and battles were remembered forever in the English legends.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Emperor's Nightingale

 

    

  Once upon a time, a nightingale with the most melodious song lived in the gardens of the powerful emperor of China.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  All over the empire people said that the bird's song was able to cheer up the heart of anyone who listened to it.

 

    
  Every day, throngs of visitors from far and wide flooded the gardens of the imperial palace in the hope of seeing the prodigious bird. One day, intrigued by the comings and goings of all those strangers, the emperor called his advisors: "What's going on? Why are so many people in my gardens?"

  One of the court's dignitaries came forward and answered:

 

    
  "Your Majesty, people want to listen to the exceptional song of a nightingale that lives on the cherry trees in the palace's gardens." The emperor loved music, so he exclaimed: "Bring that bird to me at once! I want to check whether its song really is exceptional." The dignitaries went looking for the nightingale and brought it to the emperor, who ordered it: "Sing for me!"

 

    

  As soon as the bird opened its beak and its warble filled the air, the emperor felt a strange feeling of happiness and contentment growing inside him.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Listening in silence, he was so moved that a tear run down his cheek.

 

    
  From then on, the nightingale became the main attraction of the emperor's palace, until they were gifted a precious mechanical nightingale by the emperor of Japan.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The mechanical bird was made of gold studded with precious gems. It sang so beautifully that the emperor wanted it on his bedside table next to his bed, so that he could listen to it every time he wanted to. Days went by, and the king ended up devoting all his time to the fake nightingale, totally neglecting the real one. Feeling abandoned, the bird flew away from the royal palace.

  But one morning the mechanical bird stopped working and, as nobody knew how to repair it, the emperor fell into a deep sadness: without music, it seemed to him that his life had no meaning anymore. Then he remembered about the real nightingale and sent his advisers into the gardens to look for it, but nobody could find it. In the end, the king became so melancholic that he fell ill and spent all day in bed.

 

    
  His dignitaries tried to comfort him and persuade him to look after the empire's affairs, but he sent them away and locked himself in his room, where he spent his time looking sadly out the window. Finally, one evening, his beloved nightingale flew back to him.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  What joy! What happiness! The king begged it at once: "Sing for me!" and the bird began to warble, filling the air with sweet melodies. With each note, the emperor started to feel stronger and more at peace. He stayed up all night to listen to the bird's song. In the morning, just before flying away, the nightingale asked the king to keep the secret about its return and the reason for his recovered happiness. The emperor accepted but on one condition: that the bird would return every evening and sing for him. Then he put on his most beautiful garments, opened his door and let into his room all the courtiers who were waiting outside to wish him a good morning. Imagine their surprise, finding the emperor so cheerful and full of life. And, from that day onward, the emperor was always happy.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Prince Ahmed and the Fairy Paribanou

 

    
  All three sons of the king of the Indies, Ali, Hussain and Ahmed, were in love with the same girl, a beautiful princess.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  To work out who was worthiest to marry the girl, their father decided to set them a test: they would travel the world and bring back the most extraordinary objects they could find. Ali bought a flying carpet, and his brother Hussain an ivory cylinder which allowed you to see anything from any distance. The youngest, Ahmed, got an apple which could heal anyone who sniffed it from any illness. Finally, the tree brothers met in their father's palace to show him their prodigious gifts. However, as they looked into Hussain's ivory cylinder, they discovered that their beloved princess had fallen ill during their absence, and nobody could find a cure for her sickness. At once the three brothers jumped on Ali's flying carpet, flew to the princess and cured her with Ahmed's apple.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  However, as none of the three had done more than the others, and all had contributed equally to the girl's rescue, the king set them another challenge:

 

    
  the one who would shoot his arrow the furthest, would win the princess' hand.

  Ali shot first, and his arrow landed a long way from the palace, Hussain's arrow landed a few metres before, while Ahmed's was lost in the foliage. So Ali won the challenge and married the princess.

 

    
  A very sad Hussain abandoned the palace and went to live in the desert, while Ahmed didn't give up, but went looking for his arrow in the woods. He found it next to a rock but, as he picked it up, a fairy called Paribanou appeared.

  "I deflected your arrow with my magic," she confided: she had fallen in love with Ahmed and wanted to make him her husband.

 

    
  Struck by her beauty, the young man instantly fell in love with her and that same day they celebrated their wedding.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Ahmed and his bride went to live in the fairies' kingdom, where they lived happily for a few months. However, one day Paribanou noticed that her husband was sad. He confessed: "I haven't seen my father in a long time, and I miss him."

  So she allowed him to go home and see his father again. As soon as Ahmed set foot in the palace, he was welcomed with much happiness and affection, but he had many enemies at court, especially among the king's advisors. They insinuated that Ahmed had come to overthrow his father, and they managed to pit father against son. The king summoned a woman, who was known to be a sorceress, and ordered her to find every possible information about the prince's mysterious bride and her kingdom.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  A few days later, the woman returned and revealed to him that the beautiful Paribanou had great magical powers. Then she advised the king to ask his son for the most wondrous gifts his bride could procure.

 

    
  Ahmed was saddened by his father's greed, but he agreed to all his requests until, still under the sorceress' suggestion, the sultan asked:

 

    
  "Bring me a short man with a thirty-foot-long beard and a heavy iron bar on his shoulder."

  Back home to Paribanou, a dispirited Ahmed asked her: "Where will I ever find such a man?"

  The fairy smiled and made a surprising revelation: "It must surely be my brother, Shaybar. I'll ask him to visit your father."

 

  


    

    

    
    
  As soon as Ahmed entered the throne room accompanied by that strange but extremely strong little man, everyone burst into laughter. Shaybar, who was well-known for his quick temper, realised that they were mocking him and was enraged.

 

    
  He grabbed his iron bar and swung it over his head. Terrified, the viziers, the courtiers, and even the sultan, ran out of the room, chased by the little man. They took refuge in the desert, while prince Ahmed and the fairy Paribanou took possession of the palace and became the new king and queen, and they ruled wisely for many long years.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Travels of Ulysses

 

    
  The terrible Trojan War was over: now Ulysses, king of Ithaca, could finally sail home on his ship.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  A few days after they'd set sail, the crew decided to stop over in the land of the Lotus-Eaters. The locals welcomed them warmly and offered them the lotus fruit, which they loved to eat. But Ulysses warned his companions: "Don't eat it or you will start to forget everything about your past life!"

  Instead, they rushed back to their ship and weighed anchor at once.

 

    
  Their next stop was in the land of the Cyclopes, monstrous giants with only one eye in the middle of their foreheads.

 

    
  There, chasing some sheep, Ulysses and his companions accidentally entered the cave of the cyclops Polyphemus, who captured them. The hero introduced himself to the monster, saying that his name was Nobody, and offered him some wine as a peace gesture. As soon as Polyphemus had fallen asleep, Ulysses and his men stabbed the cyclops' only eye with an olive branch, blinding him.

 

    
  Polyphemus woke up howling in pain, but when the other cyclopes came to his rescue, he hollered: "Nobody hit me!"

  Understandably, everyone thought the he was drunk and left him to his own devices.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Meanwhile, Ulysses and the others fled the cave, hiding under the belly of the giant's sheep. They had only just resumed their voyage when the god of the sea, Poseidon, who was also the father of the cyclopes and was

 

    
  enraged by what had happened to Polyphemus, churned the sea and obstructed their sailing.

  "We'll ask Aeolus, the god of the winds, for help," Ulysses suggested.

 

    
  The god gave him a wineskin where he could trap all the headwinds, but Ulysses' companions imagined that it contained untold treasures and opened it. Doing so, they unleashed a terrible storm which threw them off course.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  In the end, after many other adventures, they landed on the island of the powerful sorceress, Circe. Head over heels in love with Ulysses, she was determined to keep the hero in her palace, and she used her magical powers to turn his entire crew into a herd of pigs. This time it was the god Hermes who came to the Greeks' rescue: with the help of a magical herb, he broke the spell and restored those unfortunate men to their human form. Ulysses and his companions then rushed to their ship and immediately set sail for Ithaca. Suddenly one of the sailors exclaimed: "We are about to cross the stretch of sea where the Sirens live."

  The Sirens were mythical creatures who sang so beautifully that they persuaded sailors to jump in the water and die as they tried to reach them. "I would like to listen to their voices, but without running risks," Ulysses thought.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  He ordered his companions to plug their ears and tie him to the main mast, so that they would not come to the same end as the other seafarers before them.

 

    
  In this way, they crossed the Sirens' Sea without trouble, and sailed on towards Sicily. Unfortunately, a sea monster called Scylla, and a powerful whirlpool called Charybdis which dragged all passing ships to the bottom of the sea, awaited them there. Once they had overcome this trial too, the sailors landed on the coasts of Sicily but, blinded by hunger, they ate some cows that were sacred to Apollo.

 

    

  Enraged, the god took revenge on them by sending yet another storm. In the end, Ulysses was the only survivor: tossed by the waves, he reached the shores of the island inhabited by the beautiful nymph, Calypso.

 

    
  He stayed with her for eight years. When he finally managed to set off again on board a raft, Poseidon caused him to shipwreck on the island of the Phaeacians. While taking a stroll with her maids, Princess Nausicaa found him asleep on the beach. "I'll take you to my father, Alcinous," she told him.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Arrived at court, Ulysses received food and new clothes, and told his story to the king and all the people gathered there. "I'll give you a ship and enough provisions to get to your beloved island," Alcinous promised him.

  Meanwhile, in Ithaca, everyone had given him up for dead and the Proci, who were aspiring to the throne, asked Penelope to choose a new husband among them.

  "I'll do it only after I've finished weaving my wedding cloth," the queen promised.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  To delay the time to choose a new husband, she spent the days weaving and the nights undoing all her work. Before Ulysses landed at Ithaca, the goddess Athena turned him into an old beggar so that nobody would recognise him.

 

    

  Thanks to that disguise, he managed to get close to the Proci, who were taking part in a difficult challenge to choose who would be the new king of the island. They had to stretch the bow which had belonged to Ulysses, and shoot an arrow through the holes of twelve axes.

 

    
  One of the Proci, unaware of his identity, invited Ulysses to try, with the intention of teasing him when he failed. Only when the stranger succeeded in the task that everyone else had failed, did the suitors recognise him. But it was too late. Ulysses killed them all, then he finally hugged his beloved wife, Penelope, who had been waiting for him for all those years.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  The Golden Bird

 

    
  Once upon a time, a king had a magic tree in his garden, which produced golden apples. However, day after day, the fruits disappeared.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Keep watch and find out who is stealing from me!" he instructed his three sons. So the boys sat at the foot of the tree and waited for nightfall. A little later, the two oldest brothers fell asleep while the youngest stayed awake. Suddenly, out of the darkness, a golden bird appeared. It landed on a branch, picked one of the apples, and was about to fly off again when the young man cried out: "Stop!"

  He tried to grab the bird but only managed to pull out a feather, so he woke his brothers and together they ran to show it to their father, who exclaimed:

 

  



    

    

    
    
  "You must catch that bird!" The three princes set off. The eldest came across an inn and was about to go in, when a fox stopped him: "If that bird you want to get, you mustn't stop to eat quite yet."

 

    
  "Nonsense!" the young man exclaimed and dashed inside. There he ate, drank and played cards until he lost track of time and forgot about his mission.

 

    

  A little later, the second brother came to the inn, he too ignored the fox's advice, and joined the first. The youngest brother, instead, paid attention to the fox's warning and carried on walking, together with the animal. After a whole day's travel, they finally arrived at a magnificent palace. Peering into one of the windows, the prince was stunned: the bird he had seen in his father's garden was resting peacefully, perched inside a cage made entirely of gold.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Without hesitation, he sneaked into the room and crept up to the cage, but the bird got scared and squawked so loudly that it attracted the guards' attention. "You're under arrest!" the soldiers exclaimed. They grabbed him and carried him to their king. The prince revealed his identity to him and explained why he was there.

 

    
  The king was a reasonable man and proposed an exchange: "You'll find a golden horse in the stables of a castle near here.

 

    
  Bring it to me and I'll give you what you want." The boy accepted and, once again with the help of the magical fox, he managed to find the stables.

 

    
  He had already grabbed the horse's reins to take it away, when the animal started to kick and neigh. Attracted by the commotion, the castle's soldiers rushed to the stables and chained the prince to take him to their master. Once again, the young man was forced to explain himself and he was offered an exchange: "Bring me the princess who lives in the golden castle and I'll give you my horse."

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Having accomplished this task too, the prince followed the fox's advice and managed to keep both the princess, with whom he had fallen in love, and the two golden animals. On his way back home, he decided to stop at the inn where, meanwhile, his brothers were about to be taken to prison because they had gambled away all their money and were unable to pay for their food and lodgings.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Luckily the young man had some gold coins so he paid off the other princes' debts and took them home with him. Arrived at his father's palace, he was about to bid farewell to the fox when the animal begged: "Please, cut my tail off!"

 

    
  Of course, he refused: how could he ever hurt such a good friend? However, after much insistence, the fox managed to persuade him. As soon as the prince had cut off the tail, a young man with a crown on his head appeared in place of the animal. "He's my brother!" the princess of the golden castle exclaimed.

  "A wicked witch had turned him into a fox!"

 

    

  Brother and sister hugged each other and that very same night they gave a big party in the castle to celebrate the return of the three princes and the wedding of the youngest with the beautiful princess.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  The Flying Trunk

 

    
  Once upon a time, a rich merchant died and left all his money to his son, who was a real spendthrift.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  So, in a short time, the young man spent everything and became destitute. He didn't have any clothes left other than a pair of slippers and an old dressing gown. All his friends abandoned him, except for one, who sent him an old chest and told him: "Pack your stuff!" Easy to say! He didn't have anything to put inside that chest! Just for a joke, he stepped into the chest and discovered that … it was enchanted. Suddenly it rose in the air and flew out the window, up in the sky, through the clouds, further and further away. After a long journey, the chest landed in a forest.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The young man hid it under a heap of branches and dry leaves and started to explore his surroundings. He discovered that he had come to the land of the Turks. Nobody there took notice of his clothes, which looked a bit like those worn by the locals. The young man decided to take the opportunity to visit the capital, where he saw a palace with very tall towers. "Who lives there?" he asked a passer-by, who replied:

 

    

  "It's the residence of the beautiful daughter of the king! A legend says that a stranger will make her very unhappy, so her parents keep her up there to prevent her from meeting anyone."

  Intrigued, the young man decided to visit the princess. He went back to the woods, jumped into the chest, flew up to the tallest tower and entered the window. The girl was asleep on her bed and she was really pretty. He stroked her cheeks and she woke up. As he didn't want to scare her, he told her that he was a god who had come to meet her.

 

    

  Then he started telling her some beautiful stories and asked her to marry him.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  She accepted without hesitation, but she told him to come back the next day to meet her parents and ask for their consent. First thing in the morning the young man turned up at court and, under the princess' insistence, he told the king and the queen a short story.

 

    
  It was about a bunch of matches who were convinced that they descended from a noble pine and snubbed all the other kitchen utensils. So a large iron pot picked up a fight with them: "I am the greatest in this house!"

 

    

  While they were arguing, the maid came through the door and picked up the matches to light the fire. "Now you'll see how bright and shining we are!" the matches exclaimed.

  They made a big flame but were quickly consumed and disappeared. The king and the queen listened to the story with much amusement and agreed to the marriage, so the wedding was fixed for the following day.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  To celebrate the princess' engagement, bright multicoloured fireworks were shot in the sky and lit it as daylight. Unfortunately, one of the sparks hit the chest, which caught fire. The young man just about made it back to the woods before the chest was burnt to ashes like the matches in his story.

  Now he was no longer able to fly to his princess and she was left waiting for him in vain. Instead, he set off again and has been travelling the world ever since, telling everyone his funny stories.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The Terrible Bluebeard

 

    
  Once upon a time, two sisters lived next to the castle of a nobleman called Bluebeard because of his strange beard.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Despite his unusual appearance, he was friendly and kind and, one day, one of the two girls agreed to marry him and went to live with him in his castle. One morning, Bluebeard told her: "My dear, I have to go on a business trip."

  And handed her the bunch of keys which opened every door in the house.

 

    
  She was free to invite her friends and use anything that was in the palace, but he told her not to open the door of a little room down in the cellar, or he would be angry with her.

  For the first few days, the woman followed her husband's instructions and tried to fill her time chatting with her neighbours, embroidering and reading books. However, as time went by, she grew more and more curious about the mysterious room, so much that, in the end, she decided to see what was inside.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Using the key that Bluebeard had left her, she opened the door. Everything was shrouded in darkness, so she drew the curtains to see better. What a scare when she saw the wall covered in portraits! They were all of Bluebeard but each time with a different lady in a wedding dress. Some trunks were piled in a corner and each one had a nameplate with the name of a woman. Bluebeard's wife opened them and saw that they contained clothes and linen that must have belonged to the man's previous wives. What happened to all those women …? "What if the same thing happened to me?" she asked herself.

  Full of fear, she ran out of the room and made for the main door: her sister and her brothers would surely offer her shelter and protect her from that monster.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  She was about to hurtle out of the building when she found herself face to face with Bluebeard, who had just returned from his trip.

 

    

  Seeing the terror in his wife's eyes and the key of the little room still in her hand, the man immediately worked out that his secret had been uncovered. Beyond himself with rage, he shouted: "Prepare yourself to join the others who came before you!"

  The woman turned back on herself and ran up the stairs, hoping to reach her room.

 

    
  She made it just in time and locked the door just before Bluebeard reached her. While the man pounded the door with his fists, ordering her to open, she flung open the window and called her sister with all the breath she had: "Please, help me! I'm in danger!"

  The other woman leant out the window and pointed to two figures approaching from the distance: 'There are our brothers!

 

    

  Don't be afraid, they'll be there to rescue you in a few minutes!"

  Reassured, the girl unlocked her door, slipped past her husband and ran down the stairs.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  She had to reach the main door and open it for her brothers, but Bluebeard was about to catch up with her. Just as he grabbed her arm, her brothers arrived at a gallop. At once they drew their swords and confronted the man, killing him. The young woman was saved and became the sole owner of all the possessions of her cruel husband.

 

    
  Some time later, then, she married a gentleman whose love made her forget all the trials and tribulations she had suffered with Bluebeard.
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function fadePopup() {
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");

  window.setTimeout(() => {
    popup.className = "";
  }, 500);
}

function clickAreaHandler(evt) {
  evt.preventDefault();

  const word = evt.target.dataset.word;
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");
  popup.innerText = word;
  popup.style.top = `${evt.y}px`;
  popup.style.left = `${evt.x}px`;
  popup.className = 'visible';

  const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
  audio.src = `audio/words/${evt.target.dataset.audio}`;
  audio.play();
}

const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
audio.addEventListener('ended', () => {
  fadePopup();
});

const areas = document.getElementsByTagName("area");
for (const area of areas) {
  area.addEventListener("click", clickAreaHandler)
}
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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