
    

    

    
    
  Peter Pan

 

    
  Once upon a time, there was a magic boy called Peter Pan, and his inseparable friend, the fairy Tinkerbell.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  They often flew over the roofs of London to snoop, unseen, through the lit windows. This was how, one evening, sitting on the windowsill of the Darlings' home, they heard little Wendy tell her younger brothers, John and Michael, a marvellous goodnight story.

  Peter would have very much liked that the Lost Children, who were waiting for him in Neverland, could hear it too: they'd surely enjoy it very much! So, determined to make friends with the Darling children, he flew into their bedroom through an open window.

  'Who are you?' Wendy asked him with fear.

  Peter introduced himself, told her about the enchanted place he came from, and invited her and her two brothers to follow him there.

  'We'd love to come with you, but we don't know how!' the children exclaimed.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Then Tinkerbell sprinkled her fairy dust on them, and the three siblings instantly found themselves hovering in the starry sky.

 

    
  Flying over the clouds, a little later, they saw Neverland in the distance, with all its coves. Suddenly stopping mid-air, Peter Pan pointed to a large ship anchored in a small bay. 'Do you see that? It belongs to the pirates. You can't trust them, especially their leader, Captain Hook, my worst enemy!'

  Hearing that, Wendy and the others became curious and started asking him a thousand questions.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Peter began his story: 'One day, he and I were fighting with our swords on a rock cliff. Suddenly, I struck his hand,cutting it clean off.

 

    
  A hungry crocodile, who was already waiting in the water with its mouth wide open, grabbed it and devoured it instantly. From then on, the captain has always worn a hook in place of his hand, and the crocodile follows him everywhere, hoping to eat the rest of him sooner or later!'

 

    
  Peter and Tinkerbell then led Wendy and the others to their secret hideout, where the Lost Children were waiting for them.

  They were little orphans who, having no family looking after them, spent their days playing and having fun. Immediately, Wendy became fond of them all, and began to look after them like an older sister. John and Michael, instead, got involved in their games and went off to explore the remotest parts of the island.

 

    
  Having become aware of the presence of the three Darling siblings, Captain Hook sent his men to capture them.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  They would be a perfect bait to lure his most hated Peter Pan onto his ship and defeat him once and for all. The pirates tied poor Wendy to the mast, while John and Michael were locked in a cage. The fairy Tinkerbell, though, didn't miss their cries for help, and at once she flew to Peter Pan to warn him of what had happened. As soon as the sun set, the boy went into the vessel and, taking advantage of the fact that his enemies were asleep, he managed to free Wendy and the others. However, as they were leaving, little Michael tripped over a bucket, overturning it. The loud noise woke the pirates who grabbed their swords, ready for battle. The children hid behind some barrels while Peter prepared himself to face Captain Hook, who was coming towards him with furious eyes.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  At one point, the boy dodged a blow by the pirate, who lost his balance and fell into the sea. Hook was trying to climb back on board through the ladder when, suddenly, he realised that the crocodile was only a few metres away from him, with its mouth wide open, ready to bite. Terrified, the pirate swam as fast as he could, hoping to escape him.

 

    
  Laughing at that sight, Peter flew back to his friends, who were waiting for him in the pirate ship.

 

    
  Like everything else on Neverland, also the ship was magic: it could fly, too.

 

    
  So Peter decided to use it to take Wendy and her brothers back home. Before saying goodbye, though, the children asked him and Tinkerbell to promise that they would come back to visit them, so that together they could again live other incredible adventures.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Heracles' Adventures

 

    
  Baby Heracles, the son of Zeus and Queen Alcmene, was gifted with incredible strength.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Once he had grown up, the hero decided to undertake twelve legendary feats. The first was against the fierce Nemean lion.

 

    
  As no weapon could wound it, Heracles attacked it with his bare hands and defeated it. Then it was the turn of the terrible Hydra of Lerna, a monster which guarded the kingdom of the dead.

 

    
  The Hydra possessed nine snake heads and, each time one of them was cut off, two new ones grew in its place. However, Heracles managed to identify, among them all, the one which made the monster immortal: when he had severed it with his sword, the Hydra was annihilated.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  The third and the fourth tasks were surely less dangerous:

 

    
  in fact, Heracles went looking for two mythical animals, the Ceryneian Hind, with her splendid golden antlers, and the Erymanthian Boar. Having captured them, he decided to gift them to his cousin Eurystheus. Meanwhile, the hero's fame had spread throughout Greece and there was need for his courage and strength everywhere.

 

    

  Heracles was called to clear the Stymphalian swamps from the birds which infested it. Playing some magical bronze castanets, the hero made such a din that he forced the birds to flee and abandon that region forever.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Some time later, Eurystheus asked him to go to king Augeas, who owned a huge number of horses and kept them in some enormous stables. Heracles' task was to clean them in a single day. It was apparently an impossible task, but the hero didn't lose heart and, having thought about it for a little while, he decided to divert a nearby river. Shifting some enormous rocks, he caused the waters to flood the stables and flush away all the muck. Unfortunately, he hadn't even completed his sixth task when the seventh was already awaiting him: he had to tame a furious bull which terrorized the inhabitants of the island of Crete. Having successfully completed this task too, and having shown his skill in dealing with animals, he was then required to tame king Diomedes' wild mares.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  A little later, Heracles set off to fight the Amazons.

  After a victorious duel with their queen, the hero seized the Amazon's precious belt,

 

    

  which he took with him to Eurystheus as a trophy. However, his labours weren't over yet: in fact, after capturing the cattle of Geryon – a winged monster with three heads, three bodies and six arms – Heracles reached the mythical garden of the Hesperides. Here, protected by the gigantic snake, Ladon, a magical apple tree grew and produced fruits of solid gold, which gave immortality to anyone who owned them.

 

    
  Using arrows dipped in the poisonous blood of the Lernaean Hydra, he mortally wounded the monster and, having collected some of the precious apples, he took these too to Eurystheus. At that point, his cousin assigned him his twelfth and last task: capturing Cerberus, the dog of Hades, god of the Underworld.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Wearing the skin of the Nemean Lion, which would protect him from any wound, Heracles then went underground, ready to challenge death. Following a very hard battle, Heracles managed to put Cerberus in chains and take it to Eurystheus' palace, thus drawing his glorious deeds to an end. Thanks to his courage and skill, he was granted immortality and, after marrying Hebe, the goddess of youth, he settled on Mount Olympus together with all the other gods, as he was now one of them, too.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The Tinderbox

 

    
  A young soldier, returning from the war, met a witch by the hollow trunk of a tree.

  'Dear boy, I'm going to tell you a secret,' the woman said.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  'That hole is a secret passage to an underground cave full of treasures. Unfortunately, I'm too old to squeeze in there, but you could do it in my place. If you go down and bring me back the tinderbox that my mother dropped in there a long time ago, you can keep all the treasures.'

  Enticed by the suggestion, the soldier immediately accepted but, before letting him go, the witch handed him a cloth saying: 'Down there, you'll find three large dogs guarding the treasure. If you lay this tablecloth on the floor, they'll go on it and won't attack you when you try to take away the tinderbox and the coins.'

  A little apprehensive about the presence of the three animals, all the same, the soldier slid down the trunk. As soon as he touched the bottom of the cave, he saw the dogs, each sitting by a chest brimming with coins.

 

    

  He hurried to lay the tablecloth on the floor and, one after the other, the animals sat on it, as if hypnotised. The soldier didn't waste a moment and filled his rucksack with gold coins. Then he collected the tinderbox, which looked old and battered, and quickly climbed back up to the ground.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Anxious to have the strange object back, as soon as she saw him climbing back up, the witch stretched out her hands. However, the young man suspected that the tinderbox might have magical powers, so he decided to keep it for himself and made a dash for it, followed by the woman shouting after him.

  When he got to the city, the soldier used the hollow tree's gold to find a luxurious accommodation and to buy some smart clothes. He introduced himself as the son of a wealthy businessman and he was soon surrounded by numerous friends and sycophants. One day, while he was chatting with some of them in the street, he heard them mention a mysterious princess.

  The poor girl had been imprisoned in a castle by her father, in the hope to prevent her from marrying a humble soldier, as a witch had foretold.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Intrigued by her situation, the young man would have very much liked to meet her but, unfortunately, it was impossible.

 

    
  After some time, due to his lavish spending with his friends, the soldier used up his gold reserve and was forced to live in an attic, poorer than before. One evening, he wanted to light a candle and, remembering his old tinderbox, he picked it up and rubbed it in his hands.

 

    
  Suddenly, one of the three dogs of the cave appeared before him and told him: 'Here I am, master, at your service!'

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Bewildered, the young man immediately realised that the tinderbox really had magic powers. So he asked the dog to bring him a bag full of gold coins. He hadn't even finished expressing his wish when a bag, full to the brim with gold coins, materialised in the dog's mouth. At that point, the soldier remembered about the beautiful imprisoned princess, and asked the dog to bring him the girl at once.

 

    

  He didn't have to repeat it twice: the animal ran away and, within a few minutes, turned up with the girl lying on its back, asleep.

 


    

  Enchanted by the princess' beauty, the soldier couldn't stop himself giving her a tender kiss. Then he had her brought back to the castle.

 

    
  The same thing happened the following night and the one after, until the girl started to realise that something strange was going on, and she told her mother, the queen. That evening, the woman had some rice grains sewn into her daughter's dress and, falling along the way, the grains led the royal guards to the soldier's house. The soldier was put in chains and brought to the king's presence.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  There, he declared his love for the princess and his desire to marry her. The girl's father declared that he would never agree to the wedding, but the soldier managed to pull the magic tinderbox out of his pocket and rub it. Suddenly, the three fierce dogs appeared in the throne room: the first one pounced on the guards, who let go of the young man and fled. The second dog chased after the queen, who scarpered off shouting in fear. The third one, instead, advanced menacingly towards the king. Forced by the circumstances, the king declared that the princess could marry whomever she wanted to. In the end, the soldier and the girl, who had fallen in love with him too, could celebrate their wedding and they ruled wisely, protected by the three magical dogs, for many years.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The Wizard of Oz

 

    
  One day, a terrible tornado carried little Dorothy far away from her family, to the magical Land of Oz.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  On her arrival, Dorothy was welcomed by the good Witch of the North, who gave her some magical silver shoes.

 

    
  When the girl asked her how she could return home, the woman showed her a yellow brick road leading to the Emerald City. There lived the only person who could help her: the mysterious and powerful wizard of Oz. Dorothy and her dog, Toto, set off and were soon joined by three magical characters: a scarecrow, a tin man and a lion.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Each of them harboured a secret wish: the scarecrow wished for a brilliant brain; the tin man's wish was a heart capable of feelings, and the lion's was a brave soul. Arrived at the palace of the Emerald City, Dorothy and her friends received from the guards some special glasses with green lenses before they could meet the lord of Oz. Hidden behind the appearance of monsters and strange creatures, the wizard promised that he would help them fulfil their dreams.

 

    
  First, though, they had to defeat the cruel Witch of the West. Dorothy and her companions undertook a long and dangerous journey.

 

    

  They were finally close to their destination when, suddenly, they were attacked by a pack of Winged Monkeys who tore

 

    
  the tin man and the scarecrow to pieces and dragged Dorothy, Toto and the lion to the castle of the Witch of the West. Here, the girl was forced to wear servant's clothes while the poor lion was shut into a cage. Everything seemed lost! However, a few days later, Dorothy reacted to the witch's mistreatments throwing a bucket of water on her.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Amazingly, as soon as the liquid touched her, the witch began to dissolve, and she disappeared forever. The witch's subjects, finally delivered of their wicked tyrant, helped the girl put the scarecrow and the tin man back together, while the winged monkeys flew them all to the Emerald City. Here, now ready to receive their reward, Dorothy and the others discovered that the great wizard was just an old magician, devoid of any magical powers, who had arrived there by chance many years before.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  All the same, the man maintained his promise: he built a brain of bran and pins for the scarecrow and a cloth heart filled with sand for the tin soldier. To the lion he gave a spoonful of honey, telling him that it was a magic potion which would make him very brave. Finally, he built a hot air balloon to take Dorothy and Toto back home.

 

    

  Unfortunately, when it was time to leave, the two of them didn't manage to jump on board and remained on the ground, while the old man flew away.

 

    
  At that point, Dorothy's last hope was Glinda, the good Witch of the South.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Accompanied by her three faithful friends, the girl went to see her. Glinda welcomed her warmly and revealed to her an incredible secret: the silver shoes which she had worn every day since her arrival at Oz, had the power to transport her anywhere she wished.

 

    
  So, after saying goodbye to the scarecrow, the tin man and the lion, Dorothy picked up Toto and knocked her heels together three times, as the witch had told her. Magically, she found herself back at the farm where she had grown up, and she could hug again her beloved aunt and uncle who,

 

    
  from the day she had disappeared, had never stopped searching for her, hoping she would return.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Ricky of

  the Tuft

 

    
  In a faraway kingdom, a prince was born and was called Ricky of the Tuft because of a tuft of hair on his head.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  His poor mother, the queen, was in despair because the child was very ugly. However, to comfort her, a good fairy decided to give Ricky two very precious gifts: 'When you grow up, you'll be clever and funny, and the woman who marries you will also receive the same gift.'

  A little later, in a nearby kingdom, two baby princesses were born: one was splendid like the sun, the other was ugly and ungraceful. On this occasion too, the good fairy intervened and declared: 'The beautiful one won't need intelligence, while her sister will charm everyone with her wit and her brilliant mind.'

  In addition, the fairy declared that the pretty princess would have the power to donate an equal amount of beauty to the person she loved.

 

    
  Years went by, and the two sisters grew but remained deeply different: the prettier one couldn't avoid talking nonsense, while the other, even though ugly, was surrounded by friends and admirers.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  One day, tired of being teased by everyone for her stupidity, the beautiful princess ran to the woods,

 

    
  crying over her sad fate. While she walked among the trees, she met Prince Ricky, who had grown into a funny and pleasant, albeit strange-looking, young man. They told each other their stories and it was then that the prince had an idea: if the girl accepted to marry him, he could give her his intelligence, just as the fairy had foretold.

 

    
  After some hesitation, the beautiful princess accepted Ricky's proposal and promised to marry him exactly one year from that meeting. As soon as she was back at court, everyone noticed that she had become wiser and cleverer and she soon had plenty of admirers and marriage proposals from wealthy and handsome princes. One day, having forgotten her promise to Ricky,

 

    
  the girl went to the woods to reflect on the proposals and choose her future husband.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  As she walked, as if by magic, the ground suddenly opened under her feet and she found herself before an enormous kitchen teeming with cooks and waiters. Astonished by that sight, the princess asked them who they were working for so busily, and the cooks replied that they were preparing the dishes for Prince Ricky of the Tuft's wedding. At those words, the princess at once remembered that she had accepted the young prince's proposal precisely one year before. While she was pondering what to do, she saw him come towards her, smartly dressed and ready to marry her. Unable to avoid him, she had no choice but confess that, although she appreciated his character and his qualities, she was no longer sure that she wanted him as her husband, because of his ugliness.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Unexpectedly, Ricky didn't stop smiling but told her about the gift that the good fairy had given her when she was born: to bestow beauty and charm to the man she chose as her husband. Then the girl was convinced and declared: 'If things are as you say, then I wish you to become the most handsome prince in the world!'

  As soon as she had pronounced those words, Ricky turned into a very handsome and charming young man.

 

    
  Overjoyed, the couple ran to the royal palace where, having obtained the father's consent, the beautiful princess was able to marry her beloved and live and rule wisely with him, for many years.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Jack and

  the Beanstalk

 

    
  Jack was a very poor boy who lived with his mother in a cottage on the edges of a wood.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  One morning, having gone to town to sell their only possession, a cow, he met an old man who offered him some, allegedly, 'magical' beans in exchange for the animal. Jack accepted but, when he brought them home, his mother despaired: 'How will we survive now that we haven't got the cow nor the money?'

  With these words, she flung the beans out the window. However, during the night, the seeds germinated and, the following morning, the little house was wrapped in the branches of a gigantic plant.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  'There's bound to be a treasure up at the top!' Jack exclaimed.

  Having said goodbye to his mother, he climbed up the branches, through the clouds, till he reached a cliff with a majestic castle on top. Judging by the size of the entrance, it had to be inhabited by giants! Squeezing through a crack in the wall, the boy found himself in an enormous hall and started looking around with trepidation.

 

    
  Suddenly, he heard a frightful yell that made him jump! It was the voice of a gigantic ogre arguing with his wife.

 

    
  While the two were discussing, Jack was astonished to see mounds of gold coins piled up everywhere!

 

    
  Without hesitation, he grabbed all the smallest he could find and, running for his life, crossed the front door. Leaving the castle behind, he slid down the plant and returned home. Jack and his mother lived on that money for a few months and, when all the coins were finished, the boy decided to return to the ogres' castle.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Sneaking through the usual crack on the wall, Jack explored the palace. He went into the kitchen and saw a beautiful white goose with a solid gold egg lying next to her. Thinking that she might be magical, he put the goose under his arm and run back home.

 

    

  Selling the eggs of the prodigious goose, the boy and his mother managed to build themselves a princely home, right there, by the foot of the beanstalk. However, some time later, the woman fell ill with a strange illness which made her weak and melancholic.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Jack summoned doctors from all over the country but none of them could find a cure, so he decided to return to the giant's home. Maybe there he would find a medicine able to cure his mother. Arrived at the top of the beanstalk, Jack saw that the palace was all lit up: there must be a party. Squeezing through his usual passage, he hid behind a column and saw a group of ogres ecstatically listening to a sweet melody produced by a magical harp.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  As the music filled his heart with an inexplicable joy, the boy realised that he had found the cure he was looking for. Without wasting a moment, Jack pounced on the harp and, clutching it to his chest, started running towards the exit, with the furious giants in hot pursuit. Swiftly sliding down the beanstalk, the boy ran towards his home, calling his two servants aloud.

 

    
  The men rushed out and Jack ordered them: 'Quick! Help me saw this plant!'

 

    

  Meanwhile, the ogres were coming down, shouting and swearing revenge against the boy.

 

    
  Luckily for him, a few blows of the axe were enough to snap the beanstalk: the branches bent sharply and caused all the giants to plummet onto the forest trees. From that day onwards, Jack and his mother could live peacefully and comfortably, and never saw an ogre again.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  A Christmas Carol

 

    
  It was Christmas Eve and mean old Ebenezer Scrooge was working in his office, like every night.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  His poor clerk, Bob Cratchit, shivered with cold because, to save coal, Ebenezer forbade him from lighting the stove.

 

    
  Suddenly Fred, the old man's nephew, peeked through the door, with the intention of wishing his uncle a Merry Christmas and inviting him to his home to celebrate. But Scrooge sent him away brusquely, muttering: 'Christmas, what nonsense!'

 

    
  That same evening, returning home, Scrooge had a nasty surprise: the ghost of Jacob Marley, his old business partner who had died some time earlier, appeared to him, urging him to change life and foretelling the visit of three spirits.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Just as the spectre had foretold, the spirit of Christmas Past appeared at midnight,

 

    

  and led the old man back in time. They flew past two children: they were Scrooge and his beloved sister, Fred's mother. Seeing her, the old man regretted his surly behaviour with his nephew. Then it was Mr Fezziwig's turn, who had been his first employer, a kind and generous man who liked to organise wonderful Christmas parties, with music and dancing, for his employees.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Suddenly, everything disappeared and Scrooge found himself back home: just in time for the arrival of the spirit of Christmas Present, who led him to the humble dwelling of his employee, Bob Cratchit.

 

    
  Hearing him drinking to his health, Scrooge regretted having always treated him harshly.

 

    
  Immediately after, the spirit and Scrooge found themselves in the sitting room of his nephew, Fred, who was busy telling his friends about that evening's meeting with his old uncle. He too had only kind words for Scrooge, and the old man regretted having refused his invitation to the Christmas dinner. That was the last image the spirit showed him before disappearing into the darkness.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Finally, the spirit of Christmas Future arrived, wrapped in a black cape and much less talkative than the two who had come before him.

 

    
  Scrooge followed him out into the night all the way to a square, where he saw two of his acquaintances discuss the death of a businessman who was well-known for his avarice and unpleasant character. When the spirit showed him a tombstone in the cemetery, on which his name was carved, Scrooge understood that the two had been talking about him.

 

    
  Distraught, he begged the ghost to grant him one more chance to be a better man. The spectre of Christmas Future nodded and disappeared. Scrooge closed his eyes and, when he opened them again, found himself back at home. It was now morning, so the old man rushed to the window and asked a boy, who was passing by, what day it was. 'It's Christmas!' the boy replied.

 

    
  Then Scrooge threw some coins at him and asked him to buy the biggest turkey there was.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Then he asked him to take the turkey to Bob Cratchit and tell him that it was from a mysterious benefactor. Later, he dressed up in the smartest clothes he had and, laden with gifts and sweets, he went to the house of his nephew, Fred, who welcomed him with surprise and joy. Together with him and his family, Scrooge spent a splendid Christmas and that night he slept well, better than he had in years. The following day, having got to his office early, he immediately lit the stove and, when his clerk arrived, Scrooge ran to open the door to him and, with a big smile, informed him that he had decided to increase his salary. That gesture warmed his heart and, from that day onwards, Scrooge treated others with kindness and generosity and enjoyed many more serene and happy Christmases.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The Pied Piper

  of Hamelin

 

    
  Long ago, in the town of Hamelin, there was a huge mice infestation.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Confusion reigned, and the desperate citizens turned to their mayor, begging him to find a solution to that very urgent problem. In truth, the man didn't know what to do, as there were hundreds and hundreds of rodents and it would have taken an entire army to catch them all. Just as he was pondering his choices, a strange character dressed in funny clothes introduced himself. 'I've come to rid the town of the mice,' the stranger declared, and continued: 'I have magical powers and I can lead them away with my music.'

  'You've come just at the right time!' the mayor exclaimed happily. 'If you can really make them go away, I'll reward you handsomely, I promise.'

  So the man left the town hall and walked to the main square, clutching his magical pipe.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  As soon as he started playing it, a horde of mice, attracted by those bizarre notes, emerged from the houses and flooded the streets as it followed him.

 

    
  The piper led the mice out of the city walls and then down into the river.

  In a few minutes, they had all disappeared, like the piper had promised!

 

  

    

    

    
    
  However, when the man went back to the mayor to receive his reward, he was mocked and sent away rudely. In revenge, then, he started playing his pipe again: at once, all the town's children ran towards him and followed him into the woods.

 

    
  Only one of the children, who wasn't fast enough, was left behind and, seeing that the others were too far ahead, returned home sad.

 

    
  The following day, as all his friends had disappeared, the boy went out of the city walls, looking for them. To keep himself company along the way, he made himself a little flute and, as he played it, he heard a similar music, coming from a cave, echo his. He went into the cave and found all the town's children with the piper.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The boy begged him to release his friends and, moved to compassion, the man agreed, even giving him his flute as a present. Finally, the happy group of children returned to Hamelin, guided by the cheerful notes of the magic pipe played by the brave boy. On his part, from that day onwards, the town's mayor learnt to always keep his promises.
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version https://git-lfs.github.com/spec/v1
oid sha256:7d9d2bd80d6a83b9b62a9225236c0d9b4743b4cd03a2e2849f299ce816c24e55
size 56336
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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