
    

    

    
    
  History: Weird, Creepy and a Little Bit Funny

 

    

  History is filled with ugly, bloody and horrifying events, but things get even crazier when the people in charge are completely mad. Over the years there have been many mad monarchs throughout the world, each with their own quirks. Some were just a bit odd or misunderstood, but others were murderous and completely out of control. In the following pages, we'll check out the stories of 12 mad kings and queens and the weird things they thought, said or did, from mistaking a tree for a rival king to impaling everyone they didn't like!

   

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Charles VI of France (1380 – 1422)

 

    

  There's mad, and then there's thinking you're made of glass. Charles VI of France was notorious for going into regular rages, and on one occasion he even slaughtered five of his own knights. Charles was convinced he was made of glass and forbade anyone from coming close in case they broke him.

 

    
  He even wore special protective clothing just in case! At other times he forgot his own name, stopped recognising his wife, decided to tell everyone he was actually Saint George (of dragon-slaying fame) and regularly got naked in the palace gardens.

 

    
  No one is completely sure what was wrong with Charles VI of France, but some psychologists nowadays think he suffered from schizophrenia.

 

    
  People suffered from 'glass delusion' for 200 years after Charles VI first had it, then it disappeared completely.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Ivan the Terrible (1533-1584)

 

    

  Ivan the Terrible was not only the first Russian Tsar, but he might also have been the worst as well! Just in case the name wasn't a dead giveaway, Ivan was vicious! He loved ordering executions and waged wars throughout his entire reign. Funnily enough though, the name 'terrible' might have just been a bad translation. In the original Russian, Ivan was described as something closer to 'formidable'. It's fair to say, though, that most of his victims were probably pretty comfortable with the term 'terrible'. However, when his grandma was blamed for a deadly fire, Ivan stepped in and protected her. It's hard to hate a guy who loved his grandma!

 

    
  All the rulers before Ivan the Terrible were Grand Princes. Ivan appointed himself Tsar, a Russian translation from the Latin word 'Caesar' meaning emperor.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Queen Maria I of Portugal (1777–1816)

 

    

  Things started off pretty well for Maria, who began her reign in 1777 as the first woman in Portugal to rule in her own right. By 1786, however, she had started going mad. She was prone to fits of wailing and violence. She insisted to anyone who would listen that the devil had gotten into her and her condition steadily worsened. Unfortunately for Maria the main methods that doctors of the time had for treating her included blood-letting and ice baths! In the last months of her life she took to regularly slapping and punching her servants, but after her death she was considered to have been a good ruler for most of her reign.

   

 


    
  Queen Maria married her uncle and together they had six children.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Vlad the Impaler (1448-1476)

 

    

  Inspiring the most famous vampire story in history is not the best of credentials to have to your name, but Vlad the Impaler managed to make Dracula look practically tame. As his title suggests, he was a big fan of impaling people he didn't like, or who he'd defeated in war, or who disagreed with him… or for just about any reason really. At one point he hosted a banquet and invited everyone who opposed him as a kind of peace-keeping gesture. You can pretty much imagine what happened next. Eventually Vlad got a taste of his own medicine when he was overthrown and killed, but his bloody reign had already passed into legend and made sure that Transylvania would never be seen the same way again.

 

    
  Vlad was often referred to as Vlad Dracula, which means 'son of the dragon'.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Eric XIV of Sweden (1560–1568)

 

    

  When Eric took the throne of Sweden in 1560, he was seen as a good and noble king. That changed quickly as Eric got older and decided that Sweden wasn't quite enough for him. He wanted more. Eric ordered the murders of several rivals and even stabbed one himself – an act that led to him being dethroned when everyone around him decided that enough was enough. Fears lingered that Eric would get out of prison and wreak more havoc, but they were put to rest when somebody slipped him a bowl of poisoned pea soup in jail.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Ferdinand VI of Spain (1746–1759)

 

    

  As far as mad monarchs go, Ferdinand VI of Spain was actually a pretty alright ruler. But he was still mad, at least towards the end of his life. He liked music and shooting but was modest and talked down his own abilities.

 

    

  He dearly loved his wife Barbara and was utterly devoted to her. After she died, he lost his mind and stopped caring about his kingdom. Like other mad kings, he was prone to wandering around the palace undressed, even heading out into the grounds and beyond – not a great look for a king. He died one year after his wife.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Queen Joanna of Castile (1516-1555)

 

    

  Joanna was never supposed to be Queen of Spain, but thanks to a few inconvenient deaths in the family the title ended up as hers. There's some debate now as to whether Joanna was actually mad or just temperamental. Her husband, who by all accounts wasn't a particularly nice guy, spread plenty of rumours about her insanity during her reign.

 


    

  Not that it put Joanna off. After he died, she travelled great distances with his body, even opening the coffin to kiss him! So there's probably a pretty strong argument to be made about her being just a little on the mad side.

 

    
  Queen Joanna was a skilled dancer and a talented musician. She played the clavichord, the guitar and the monochord.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  King George III (1760–1820)

 

    

  King George III was certainly more on the 'enthusiastic' side of madness than the murderous. His condition caused him to babble and made him so energetic that often his pages would have to sit on him to keep him still! During his life he was very interested in agriculture, earning the nickname 'Farmer George' – this might at least partly explain the time he shook hands with a tree that he mistook for the King of Prussia. He also once began an important speech with the words "My Lords and Peacocks," which surely went down well! However, madness got the better of poor George in the end and he spent his final weeks in a straitjacket and wheelchair.

 

    
  George III was the first British monarch to study science as part of his education.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  James VI and I

 

    
  King of Scotland (1567-1625)

  King of England and Ireland (1603-1625)

 

    

  Due to marriage, James had the odd distinction of being two kings: the Sixth James of Scotland and the First James of England. He also had the distinction of being famously known as 'the wisest fool in Christendom'. He was an intellectual who wrote several books, but he was also rude, aggressive, hateful and paranoid. Convinced witches were out to get him and his wife, he wrote a book on the subject, which led to hundreds of innocent women being put to death for witchcraft. James, then, is an odd case, where even his positive traits ended up being used for ugly outcomes.

 


    
  King James became King of Scotland in 1567 when he was just 13 months old.

   

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Queen Christina of Sweden (1632–1654)

 

    

  When Christina was born, her father was informed that he had a son. When he was told that there had been a mistake, he laughed and announced: "She's a clever one; she'll fool us all!".

 

    

  Christina, as it turned out, was less mad, but more just ahead of her time. The 'madness' people accused her of was more down to the things she enjoyed that, at the time, were considered improper for women.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  These included learning military tactics, horsemanship, wearing jodhpurs and having no interest in marriage. She also converted to Catholicism at a time when that was illegal in her country, but kept it secret so as not to cause any damage to her family name. In the grand scheme of things, she wasn't so bad after all!

 

  


    

    

    
    
  King Henry VIII (1509–1547)

 

    

  Henry VIII is maybe the most famous of all the mad kings. He loved the ladies (at least until they annoyed him), and notoriously married six times. He started his own church in order to permit himself to get divorced and had two of his wives killed. Some parts of his reputation are a little unearned (he was in fact fit and slim for most of his life, until a hunting wound left him unable to exercise, and he was a polite eater, not the guzzling boor of legend). Other parts of his reputation are thoroughly deserved. For example, he sent more men and women to their death than any other monarch.

 

    
  King Henry loved jousting, hunting, composing music and throwing big, expensive parties.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Isabella of France (1308-1327)

 

    

  Isabella was known as the 'She-Wolf of France' and for good reason. When her husband Edward (the King of England) paid more attention to one of his friends than her, Isabella had that friend beheaded and his body paraded around town strapped to a ladder. When other rich friends of her husband's started persecuting the poor, Isabella had their castles and possessions burned then tortured them to death.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  When one noblewoman didn't allow Isabella access to her castle, Isabella had her thrown in the Tower of London, outside which several of the woman's associates were hanged. When Edward eventually got sick of Isabella killing all of his friends, she went to France, raised an army, returned, kicked him off the throne and made their son the new king. The son in question would eventually put Isabella under house arrest when she proved just a little too intense.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  "In Summary, My Lords and Peacocks…"

 

    

  From strange to scary, these mad monarchs had the kinds of lives it's almost impossible to believe! But that's history for you; everything looks stranger from the other side, and you never know what things that we consider normal today will look mad in a hundred years' time. Let's just hope that our future leaders are a little saner than these ones.
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      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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