
    

    

    
    

  "Another boring Saturday," I thought to myself as I watched the rain through the car window. It was early in the morning and my mum was taking me to stay with Grandpa while she went to work. "Can't I just stay at home by myself, Mum? I am way too old for a babysitter," I protested. "You know how I feel about that, Matt," she answered, turning into the driveway.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "But Mum….Grandpa doesn't have any video games and his TV only gets three channels! What am I supposed to do here all day?" I whined. "You could always do your homework… or better yet - read a book! You know, books are those things with words and pages," she said, reaching for her umbrella and opening the door.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  I reluctantly grabbed my backpack and ran across the garden towards the old house. My grandpa was already giving my mum a hug when I finally walked inside. "We'll be just fine. Get to work before you're late," he instructed. "You boys have fun and call me if you need anything. Love you!" yelled Mum over her shoulder as she ran toward the car.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  After eating breakfast and flipping through all three channels about a hundred times, I finally turned the TV off and went to the room that my grandpa called "the study." As I opened the door, I remembered being afraid of this room when I was younger. My cousin had told me that a ghost lived under the desk and I had believed her. As I looked at the huge writing table, the old furniture, and the floor-to-ceiling shelves filled with books, it did look a bit like a place that a ghost would like.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Turning on the light, I sighed and walked toward the massive wall of books. After scanning the spines, I shook my head and turned to leave. "Looking for something special?" asked Grandpa as he walked through the door.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  "Well, I was looking to see if you had any cool books, but they all just look old and boring," I replied, shrugging my shoulders. "Old they may be, but not all that boring," he said, sitting on the edge of the large armchair. "What kind of stories do you like?"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Umm I don't know. I don't really read much. But I like action movies, so maybe books like that," I replied, sitting down. "I see. Perhaps a story of adventure would interest you then." Grandpa stood up and took his glasses out of his pocket. He reached expertly for a book on the third shelf and then turned to me with a smile.

 

  


    

    

    
    


  "When I was eight years old, my father gave me this book for Christmas. I wasn't a very good reader, so he thought that it would help me if I read aloud. We would sit by the fireplace every evening and I would read a chapter to him. Not only did this practice help my grades at school, but it also gave me a love of books," he said as he sat beside me. "Perhaps I can read it to you?" he offered. "It's called 'Moby Dick'."

 

    
  "Oh, you don't have to read it to me. I can read pretty well myself," I said. "I am eight years old, you know." "Yes, that's right! Well then, I think we should take turns. We can each read a portion and then trade. It will give us both some much-needed practice," he said, opening the book at the beginning. "Shall I start?" Grandpa asked, with a twinkle in his eye.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Call me Ishmael…" Grandpa began. As he read, I found myself quite interested in this funny sailor character that Grandpa referred to as '"the narrator'." His name was Ishmael and he wanted to take a voyage on a whaling ship. He soon found one that was scheduled to set sail, but it seemed that the infamous '"Captain Ahab'" was full of mystery. In fact, the whole trip seemed to be a bit spooky, with strange men talking about curses and trouble and dark figures appearing in the mist.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  When it was my turn to read, I laughed as I got to the names of the ship's crew. There was Starbuck, the chief mate, a second mate called Stubb who always smoked a pipe and the reliable third mate named Flask. At first, it seemed that these three mates would be in charge of the whole voyage because Captain Ahab never came out of his cabin. One morning, though, this all changed.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The frightening captain finally appeared and was as scary as any "ghost in the study." He was missing one leg from the knee down, and instead, he had a peg leg of sorts. This peg leg was not made from wood, though, but from the jawbone of a whale. "He looked like a man cut away from the stake, when the fire has overrunningly wasted all the limbs without consuming them." Grandpa read in a strong voice. I shivered as I pictured this old sea captain, standing at the front of his ship, gathering the crew together.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The story took on a new twist as Ahab revealed his plan to hunt down and kill a large whale called Moby Dick. He hated this whale because it had taken his leg on a past voyage and he somehow convinced the entire crew to help him get revenge. Ahab also secretly brought on board additional crew members, including the wicked harpooner named Fedallah. Just as this strange Fedallah was telling dark secrets to Ahab, Grandpa closed the book and announced "Lunchtime!"

 

  


    

    

    
    
  It seemed like it took Grandpa forever to finish his sandwich. I tried to hurry him along so that we could get back to the story. I looked at the clock on the stove a bit anxiously. "Only five more hours until my Mum is back. Do you think we can finish the book by then?" I asked. "Perhaps," said Grandpa. "But we better get back to it," he said, as he washed his hands.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  The next few chapters went quickly, as the crew sailed the open sea asking other ships and sailors where the White Whale named Moby Dick had last been seen. When they finally found his location, they followed him for two days. Fedallah disappeared during this time. On the third day of the chase, the crew discovered that Fedallah was dead and they then had a small battle with the whale. Chief mate Starbuck tried to convince Ahab to give up, saying, "Moby Dick seeks thee not. It is thou, thou, that madly seekest him!"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Of course, Captain Ahab wouldn't give up and the action heated up as he sent all three of the smaller harpoon boats out to kill the White Whale. Within just a short time, two of the boats were damaged and were forced to return to the main ship. Only Captain Ahab's boat remained and he readied the harpoon to take down his enemy, Moby Dick. He took a shot and the harpoon hit the whale, only to break before doing any damage. Moby Dick rammed into the main ship, causing it to sink.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Ahab had one last chance to turn back and save himself and his crew. But he hated the White Whale so much that he tried to harpoon him again instead. This time, the harpoon stuck. As the injured whale dived underwater to escape, the rope from the harpoon got caught around Captain Ahab's neck and he was dragged to the bottom of the sea to die at the hands of the whale that he hated so much. Ishmael barely survived but was rescued by another ship and lived to tell the story of Moby Dick.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Grandpa finished reading that last line and closed the book. We both sat there quietly for several long minutes, staring at the wall. The clock chimed six o'clock and brought us back from our thoughts. Grandpa spoke first. "Your mother should be back soon. I hope that you have not been too bored staying with me today."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "No, I actually had a great time, Grandpa. Thanks for reading with me. I had no idea that an old book like that could be so cool. It was even better than a lot of movies I have seen!" I said smiling. "Movies are fun, Matt, and I even like to watch them sometimes, too…but reading a book can take you to far away places with unlimited adventure. Moby Dick is just one of many." He stood up and placed the book back on the shelf.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Maybe we could read another one the next time my mum has to work on Saturday?" I asked, following Grandpa to the kitchen. "That would be wonderful, Matt. I know just the one!" he said as his eyes twinkled. Just then, I saw Mum's red car pull into the driveway. I grabbed my backpack and gave Grandpa a big hug as I ran outside. "See you soon!" I yelled over my shoulder, excitedly.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "How was your day? Did you find something to do?" Mum asked as we drove towards home a few minutes later.

  "It was awesome, Mum! Grandpa read me a story about a scary sea captain and a monster whale named Moby Dick. I can't wait to go back the next time you work. Did you know that books are actually cooler than movies?" I asked.

  Mum smiled and winked at me. "You never know what you will learn in Grandpa's study!"
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      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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