
    

    

    
    

  For 1300 years, humans have used goose quills to write until, at the beginning of the 18th century, the production of metal nibs started. Historical sources tell us that the first place, or one of the firsts, where these metal nibs were manually forged was a convent in Paris. But what gave the nuns the idea of metal nibs? I believe it went something like this:

 

  


    

    

    
    

  In the second half of the 17th century, in the convent of Port Royal, near Paris, lived seventy nuns under the careful guidance of an abbess. Each of them had a specific task: some worked in the kitchen, some cleaned the convent, some wrote memoirs or commentaries on sacred texts.

 

    
  Some nuns worked with copper and made dishes, cups, bracelets and other objects that they sold to scrape together some money to keep the

  convent going.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  There were geese in the convent's garden. They were precious animals because the nuns took some feathers off their wings that, after being treated and sharpened, were used to write, as it had always been: you just needed to dip the tip in the ink!

 

  

    

    

    
    
  But quills fell apart very quickly and you needed to replace them often. Since every goose had only three or four feathers that could be used to write, just think of the thousands and thousands of geese that were needed to satisfy the demands of students, teachers, writers, scribes...

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Every week in Port Royal, two or three geese gave their feathers to the religious scribes and then ended up in the oven or in the pan, and the unfortunate victims wondered:

 

    
  "There are so many birds in the world; can't they take their feathers as well?"

 

    

  The problem was that the feathers of other birds were too small, too delicate or simply less beautiful.

  And besides, you couldn't breed such aggressive animals as eagles, hawks and seagulls.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Eventually, all the geese grew tired of the situation. It was intolerable to just wait around to be plucked, and then ending up in the cooks' hands...

 

    

  They needed a solution! But how could they tell the abbess that they were unhappy?

 

    

  They had a hundred useless meetings and they'd still be there quackquack-quacking if one day Goose Pauline hadn't said:

 

    
  "If we keep wasting time, we're all going to end up in the pan! Which one of you has a good proposal for the abbess?"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The geese looked at each other and shook their heads, embarrassed:

  "Oh, do we need a proposal?" asked one of them.

  "Couldn't we just say we are tired of this life?" asked another.

  "Let's go on a hunger strike!" suggested a third goose but she was silenced by all the others:

  "You do it!!!"

 


    

  "That's all you can say? I'm disappointed!" said Goose Pauline.

  "I have a proposal that the abbess might accept... I'll go talk to her!"

  The others couldn't believe they had found someone to represent them.

  And so the brave goose requested an audience with the abbess.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Abbess, I'd like to speak to you on behalf of all the geese".

  The abbess was very surprised. A goose was asking to have a personal interview with her! It was unheard of!

  "I confess I'm intrigued..." she thought; and then she said out loud:

  "Tell me, pretty goose, what do you want to talk about? Do you want new straw to sleep on? Beans instead of corn? Or you wish we don't pluck you on Sunday?"

  "None of that" answered the goose.

  "I'm here to talk to you about a job offer".

 


  


    

    

    
    
  "What do you mean? I don't understand...

  "Listen to me very carefully, because this proposal can be very convenient for you, for us geese, for the whole world!".

  "This goose must be mad!" She thought; then she said out loud:

  "Go on, pretty goose, but hurry, I have important things to take care of".

 

    

  "Fine, I'll explain it to you very quickly. You know that our precious feathers, that you use to write, only last a couple of days..."

  "So what? It's not my fault if you don't have sturdier feathers!".

  "That's the whole point: you should be the one to make feathers with sturdier tips!"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "And how should we do that?"

  "Please, let me finish. You should make quills with metal tips, let's call them metal nibs! The nuns of this convent know how to work with copper. They could cut small copper foils and forge them to imitate the quills you use to write!"

 

    
  "All right, it would be doable in theory. But to what end? Forging these metal nibs manually would require more work than what we do now to prepare your feathers. The cost would be higher and no one would buy them anymore!"

   

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Every innovation has a high cost at first" replied Goose Pauline, showing an expected knowledge of market laws. "But soon making metal nibs will take less time than making quills. The cost will decrease and the advantage of having eternal tools is so great that everyone will quickly realise they're worth buying. When this will happen" she added, sighing, "the convent will make a lot of money and the geese will finally free themselves from the terrible slavery you humans forced upon us".

  "It's not a silly proposal..." said the abbess. "Let me think about it until tomorrow. I'll let you know".

 


  


    

    

    
    
  That answer was already a small victory for the goose. The abbess had listened to her without treating her as a silly animal!

  The next day, some nuns were ordered to make metal nibs. They made twenty, they attached them to thin wooden sticks and put them on sale on their market stall.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  A school teacher and a poet were fascinated by this new writing tool and they bought it. The next day they came back all excited and bought more. Word spread and lots of people crowded around the nuns' stall, just as Goose Pauline had predicted. The sale of metal nibs brought the convent a lot of money.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  We were at the end of the 17th century AD. Little by little, the whole world started producing metal nibs; at first they were handmade, then they were industrially manufactured. The geese had won their fight and they finally lived in peace.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  When Goose Pauline died, she was buried in the convent's garden and on her tombstone you can read:

  "Rest in peace, Goose Pauline, our worthy saviour!"
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OEBPS/main.js
function fadePopup() {
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");

  window.setTimeout(() => {
    popup.className = "";
  }, 500);
}

function clickAreaHandler(evt) {
  evt.preventDefault();

  const word = evt.target.dataset.word;
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");
  popup.innerText = word;
  popup.style.top = `${evt.y}px`;
  popup.style.left = `${evt.x}px`;
  popup.className = 'visible';

  const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
  audio.src = `audio/words/${evt.target.dataset.audio}`;
  audio.play();
}

const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
audio.addEventListener('ended', () => {
  fadePopup();
});

const areas = document.getElementsByTagName("area");
for (const area of areas) {
  area.addEventListener("click", clickAreaHandler)
}




version https://git-lfs.github.com/spec/v1
oid sha256:7d9d2bd80d6a83b9b62a9225236c0d9b4743b4cd03a2e2849f299ce816c24e55
size 56336
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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