
    

    

    
    
  Prized Possessions

 

    
  For thousands of years, people have worshipped objects linked to religious figures. Some are thought to be the remains of a person, or their carefully preserved possessions. Others are man-made objects associated with them. We call these religious relics or artefacts.

   

  Some relics are said to have healing properties or the power to bring good fortune. Some have been revealed as fakes, while others are still debated.

 

    
  The word relic comes from the Latin reliquiae ('remains') and relinquere ('to leave behind').

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Sacred Cloth

  (Turin Shroud)

 

    

  One famous relic is the Turin Shroud. Many Christians and Jews believe this piece of linen is the burial cloth of Jesus.

   

  The cloth is kept in a cathedral in Turin, Italy. It has faint brown images that look like the front and back of a man. Some markings are similar to the crucifixion wounds of Christ.

 


    
  In 1988, tests showed that the Turin Shroud was made between 1260 and 1390. This disproved it could have belonged to Jesus, but many Christians still travel to see it.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Crowning Moment

  (Crown of Thorns)

 

    

  Another relic linked to Jesus is the Crown of Thorns. When Jesus was crucified, Roman soldiers made him wear a wreath and mocked him, calling him the 'King of the Jews'.

   

  Around 800 years ago, the Crown of Thorns was moved to France where King Louis IX built a special chapel in Paris to house it. It was later moved to Notre-Dame Cathedral nearby.

 


    
  In 2019, Notre-Dame Cathedral lost its roof and spire in a devastating fire. Thankfully, the Crown of Thorns survived.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Mother's Pride

  (Mary's Holy Belt or Tunic)

 

    

  Mary's Holy Belt is associated with Jesus' mother. It is believed that Mary passed her belt on to Thomas the Apostle just before she died. In the fourteenth century, a special chapel was built in Italy to house it.

   

  Another of Mary's possessions is found in Chartres Cathedral, France. The Tunic of the Blessed Virgin which Mary supposedly wore during the birth of Christ.

 

    
  The Tunic of the Blessed Virgin is another relic to survive a devastating fire, when Chartres Cathedral caught alight in 1194.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Angel Intervention

  (The Chains of St Peter)

 

    

  The apostle Peter was jailed in Jerusalem for preaching about Jesus. He was shackled in iron chains.

   

  It is believed that the night before his trial, an angel released Peter and led him out of prison. The Chains of St Peter were later given to Pope Leo and are now kept in a church in Rome, Italy.

 

    
  Legend has it that when this chain was held against an iron chain from Peter's imprisonment in Rome, the two chains miraculously fused together.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Still Searching

  (Ark of the Covenant)

 

    

  In the Bible, God gave Moses the Ten Commandments: laws written on tablets of stone. Some believe Moses built a gold-plated chest to house them, known as the Ark of the Covenant.

   

  The Ark was supposedly kept in a temple in Jerusalem, but when the Babylonians invaded in 597 BCE, it disappeared. No one has ever found it.

 

    
  The Ark was said to be responsible for a number of miracles, such as stopping the flow of the River Jordan so the Israelites could cross to the Promised Land.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Magical Cup

  (Holy Grail)

 

    

  Another lost relic is the Holy Grail. This is the cup Jesus drank from at the Last Supper, and the cup that caught his blood at the crucifixion.

   

  Christians believe that the Holy Grail has miraculous powers that bring good fortune. No one knows if it can be found, but the search still goes on!

 

    
  There are many legends about the Holy Grail. One of them comes from England and it says that a stream runs red with Christ's blood because the Holy Grail is buried beneath it.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Powerful Liquid

  (Blood of San Gennaro)

 

    

  San Gennaro was an Italian bishop killed in 305 CE because of his Christian beliefs. A relic of his dried blood is kept in Naples Cathedral, Italy.

   

  On the anniversary of his death, and about 18 other times throughout the year, the Blood of San Gennaro becomes liquid. People gather to see the spectacle, believing it keeps the city safe from plagues, earthquakes and volcanoes.

 

    
  If the blood fails to liquefy, people think bad things happen, such as an earthquake, or even a football team losing a match!

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Family Revenge

  (John the Baptist's Head)

 

    

  The Bible tells the story of Salome, who famously asked her stepfather Herod for John the Baptist's Head on a platter. Her mother Herodias bore a grudge because John said her marriage to Herod was illegal.

   

  No one knows what happened to John's head. Muslims say it's kept in a mosque in Damascus, Syria, while Christians lay claim to it in churches, cathedrals and museums in Rome, France and Germany.

 

    
  In the nineteenth century, John's head was supposedly stolen from Amiens Cathedral in France.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Body Parts

  (Buddha's Tooth or Sarira)

 

    

  In Buddhism, relics of the Buddha are worshipped. It is said that after Buddha's death, parts of his body were preserved.

   

  Some, such as the Buddha's Tooth, are thought to have survived. Legends say that whoever has the tooth has the divine right to rule. Today, Buddha's tooth is supposedly kept in a temple in Sri Lanka.

 

    
  When a Buddhist monk is cremated after death, crystal-like remains called sarira are sometimes found. They are worshipped like sacred pearls of wisdom.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Remembering the Man

  (Muhammad's Beard or Footprint)

 

    

  In Islam, the Prophet Muhammad's possessions are highly regarded. Muhammad's Beard is said to be hair shaved after the Prophet's death, now displayed in a museum in Istanbul, Turkey.

   

  Muhammad's footprint is also worshipped. Wherever Muhammad went, he was said to leave a lasting impression with his left foot. These footprints can be seen in mosques and museums throughout the Middle East.

 

    
  The Islamic faith teaches that only God should be worshipped, but Muslims like to visit relics associated with the Prophet Muhammad.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Following Footsteps

  (Hindu Relics)

 

    

  Hindus worship footprints, too. In Hinduism, a 'guru' is someone who teaches you how to live a better life. A guru's shoes or footprints are worshipped because they represent the 'path' to a better life.

   

  One Hindu temple in Gaya, India, is marked with the footprint of Lord Vishnu, an important Hindu god. Some Hindus collect the water that has bathed a guru's feet (or has bathed an image of their feet).

 

    
  In Hinduism, sacred shoes or footprints are called 'padukas'.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Revered Teachings

  (Sikh Relics)

 

    

  In Sikhism, the gurus are also greatly respected. Sikhs worship relics associated with the ten gurus, including shields, swords, turbans, cloaks and combs.

   

  The most sacred Sikh relic of all is the Guru Granth Sahib, a holy book of the guru's teachings. The tenth guru, Gobind Singh, declared this book would become the eternal guru after his death.

 


    
  No one is allowed to change the text of the Guru Granth Sahib. Sikhs worship copies of this book, too, which they cover with special cloths called rumulas.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Sacred Text

  (Jewish Relics)

 

    

  In Judaism, a sacred scroll called the Torah is worshipped. This text is written in Hebrew and contains the laws by which Jews try to live.

   

  No one can touch the Torah. Instead, a special pointer called a yad is used to follow the words. In a Jewish synagogue, the Torah is stored in a special cupboard called the Ark.

 

    
  Every year, Jews celebrate 'Simchat Torah' when all the scrolls have been read.The scrolls are carried round a synagogue seven times, while people sing their praises.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Eternal Worship

 

    

  Over the centuries, relics have often been bought or stolen. Why do you think a town or city might want to own a religious relic?

   

  Today, science is making it easier to discover the age of an object or where it comes from. Some relics have been found to be fakes. Why do you think people still want to believe that they're real?

   

  Think about some of your prized possessions. If you were a saint or a guru, which of your belongings might be worthy of worship?
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function fadePopup() {
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");

  window.setTimeout(() => {
    popup.className = "";
  }, 500);
}

function clickAreaHandler(evt) {
  evt.preventDefault();

  const word = evt.target.dataset.word;
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");
  popup.innerText = word;
  popup.style.top = `${evt.y}px`;
  popup.style.left = `${evt.x}px`;
  popup.className = 'visible';

  const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
  audio.src = `audio/words/${evt.target.dataset.audio}`;
  audio.play();
}

const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
audio.addEventListener('ended', () => {
  fadePopup();
});

const areas = document.getElementsByTagName("area");
for (const area of areas) {
  area.addEventListener("click", clickAreaHandler)
}
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
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    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
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    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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