
    

    

    
    

  It's a warm, sunny day. You finished all your chores yesterday and there is nothing else to do. You think to yourself: "This day is made for a long walk in the woods". You get up, put on your best walking shoes, fill your backpack with snacks and off you go. While enjoying your walk, you can feel the soft breeze against your cheeks, you can hear the birds singing, everything is so peaceful and perfect.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Then out of nowhere, BANG! A huge bear is standing right in front of you. You can see its sharp teeth and big claws. You know that it's ready to attack. Your heart starts pounding, the blood rushes through your body, your arms and legs feel numb. You are overcome with panic. What will you do if this bear comes any closer?

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Since bears are much larger than humans, you might think that surviving a bear attack is unlikely. Bears are huge creatures. Some bears are so large that they tower over humans when they stand up on their hind legs.

 


    
  Once a bear decides to go after a human, it can be hard to imagine it would be possible to get away or change the bear's mind. However, many people have survived bear attacks because they were able to convince the bear to leave them alone.

 


    
  Of course, the best way to prevent a bear attack is to avoid meeting a bear in the first place. But, if you ever do, wildlife experts recommend some pretty good tricks.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  First, as tempting as the idea might be, don't run away from the bear or climb a tree. If you do, the bear is very likely to catch you. If a bear sees a human run, it knows it has the upper hand. To a bear, seeing a human run is a signal to chase after it. While bears normally amble slowly through the woods, they have been clocked running at 48 kilometres per hour (30 miles per hour) or more. That's a lot faster than most humans can run. Also, if you run through the woods, even for a short distance, there's a real danger of tripping on a root or branch and falling flat on your face!

 


    
  No matter how fast you think you can climb a tree, a bear can climb faster! Bears have been climbing trees all their lives, and are very, very good at it!

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Many people that go into the woods take a can of bear spray with them. Bear spray is a type of pepper spray that can be sprayed into a bear's face if it comes towards you. Bear spray creates a much longer and wider stream of spray than smaller containers of pepper spray used for self-defence against other humans. If you ever have to spray a bear, don't worry, it will not cause any permanent harm to the bear.

 


    

  Just make sure you have the spray can nozzle turned in the right direction. If you accidentally spray yourself, it won't do much to keep the bear from attacking you!

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Bear experts also say that waving your arms around and holding out your shirt or coat will make you look larger. The larger you appear, the less likely a bear is to see you as an easy target. Unless a bear is really determined to attack, these strategies should send it on its way.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  What if you do all those things, but the bear keeps coming towards you? Experts say the best thing to do is make lots of noise. Yelling at a bear is one way to make it go away. You can yell anything you want at the bear. You can call the bear names and tell it to get lost. You can sound like you are really, really angry.

 

    
  If you are within reach of pots and pans or anything else that can make a loud nose, great! Bang on them as hard and as loud as you can. If you happen to be in a vehicle when a bear approaches, toot the horn. All those things will say, "Go away, bear!".

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Another important thing to remember when dealing with a bear is not to make eye contact with it. If you look directly into a bear's eyes, the bear will think you are challenging it.

  And a bear that thinks it is being challenged for its territory is very likely to attack.

  If the bear attacks despite all this, use anything available to hit the bear in the face. Sticks, camping tools, or anything else within reach can work. If you can grab a big rock, hit the bear in the face with it.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  If that doesn't work, experts say to lie face down and play dead. Use your hands to protect your neck. If the person being attacked by a bear is wearing a backpack, the bear will often focus their attack on the backpack instead of the human. If the bear thinks the person is dead and no longer a threat, it will leave. Just make sure that the bear is no longer in the area before you get up!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The smell of food is one thing that brings bears into contact with people. Since bears

  live in the woods, you might think that only campers, hunters, and hikers need to worry about bear attacks. However, bears have been known to come to the outskirts of towns.

  This is especially true of small towns that are surrounded by woods. When bears have a hard time finding food, they are likely to leave their own territory and come into contact with people. Bears have a very keen sense of smell and when bears smell food, they often follow their nose to wherever it takes them.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Bears normally eat a diet that is made up mostly of plants, small animals, fish and insects. However, the smell of just about any food that humans eat attracts them. To bears, eating food humans leave behind is like enjoying an extra yummy dessert. Once a hungry bear smells food, they want to track it down and eat it. If bears don't smell food, they are more likely to stay away from campsites, vehicles, and homes. Scientists have found that bears' sense of smell is over 2,000 times as sensitive as humans.

 

    
  That means that bears can smell even small amounts of food from far away. One way of keeping bears away is using special bear-proof containers to store and dispose of food. These containers seal in smells that often escape from ordinary food storage containers.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  When you go into the woods, keeping an eye out for bears is very important. Because the woods are filled with so many trees, there are lots of places for bears to hide. Unless you are fairly close to a bear, they can be hard to spot. After the sun goes down, bears are almost impossible to see in the woods.

  Parks and other wooded areas sometimes have signs warning campers, hikers, and hunters that bears are in the area. If you see

  a sign that says "Watch out for bears", it's a good idea to be extra alert.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  When a bear attacks a human, news reporters can hardly wait to tell the public. It seems that everyone wants to know exactly what happened. Why was the person attacked? Is the bear still in the area? Is anything being done to make sure this doesn't happen again?

 


    

  If the victim of a bear attack is lucky enough to have survived, everyone wants to know their story. How on earth did they stop the bear from attacking them? How did they escape such a large and dangerous creature? Let's find out the answers to these questions by looking at some real-life survival stories.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  In April 2019, a 17-year old boy was walking along a stream in Montana. He heard a noise, and turned around just in time to see a huge grizzly bear charging towards him. The bear quickly pinned the boy against a tree. The boy had a container of bear spray, but was unable to reach it. When the bear moved, the boy used the opportunity to crawl between two nearby trees. The bear immediately pinned the boy against the ground. Fortunately, the boy was able to reach for his bear spray and spray the bear in the face. After that, the bear ran away. The boy contacted his parents, and was taken to a hospital, where he was treated and released. If the boy hadn't had the bear spray, his story would have had a very different ending.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  In July 2019, a 16-year-old girl was running along a wooded trail near the town of Ely, Minnesota. Suddenly, a bear jumped out from behind some trees and started chasing her. The bear bit the girl's leg, but then it released her. Even though the girl was injured, she continued to move away from the bear. Finally, she reached a clearing, and the bear went away. That same day, wildlife officials found a bear in the area near a garbage bin. The bear did not seem to have any fear of humans. Unfortunately, wildlife officials had to kill the bear to keep it from attacking anyone else.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Despite all the stories about bear attacks, bears are normally pretty laid-back animals. Unless they are frightened or feel threatened, bears probably view humans as just another animal in the woods. However, if a bear is frightened or thinks that a human is challenging it, that changes everything! Female bears with young cubs are the most dangers bears of all. A mother bear will do anything to defend her cubs from an animal

  or human that gets too close.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  All this talk about bear attacks might make you want to avoid the woods completely. However, the likelihood of being attacked by a bear is very small. Experts say there is more of a chance of being struck by lightning during a thunderstorm than of being attacked by a bear. Worldwide, only about 40 people a year are attacked by bears. As long as you keep in mind that bears do live in the woods, they can be a wonderful place to explore. Woods are big enough for wildlife, as well as humans that want to enjoy outdoor activities.
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function fadePopup() {
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");

  window.setTimeout(() => {
    popup.className = "";
  }, 500);
}

function clickAreaHandler(evt) {
  evt.preventDefault();

  const word = evt.target.dataset.word;
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");
  popup.innerText = word;
  popup.style.top = `${evt.y}px`;
  popup.style.left = `${evt.x}px`;
  popup.className = 'visible';

  const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
  audio.src = `audio/words/${evt.target.dataset.audio}`;
  audio.play();
}

const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
audio.addEventListener('ended', () => {
  fadePopup();
});

const areas = document.getElementsByTagName("area");
for (const area of areas) {
  area.addEventListener("click", clickAreaHandler)
}
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  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
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  }
  function control(cls, label) {
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    var done = false;
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      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
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      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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