
    

    

    
    
  What Is Christianity?

 

    
  All over the world, people have religious beliefs about the creation of our universe and the way we should behave towards one another. People practise their religion with acts of worship or regular rituals.

   

   

  One particular religion is Christianity. People who follow this faith are called Christians. Today, there are over two billion Christians worldwide.

 

    

  There are three main branches of Christianity: Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox. They each have similar beliefs but different ways of worshipping.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Jesus Christ

 

    
  The word Christianity comes from 'Christ' (someone God has chosen). The religion is based on the life and teachings of a man known as Jesus Christ who lived in the Middle East over 2,000 years ago.

   

   

  When Jesus died, his followers continued to spread the word about his life and his teachings. Christianity grew and began to reach other parts of the world.

   

 

    

  In the Christian calendar, years date from the birth of Jesus. Years before Jesus' birth are referred to as BC (Before Christ) and years after as AD (Anno Domini– Latin for 'in the year of the Lord').

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Who Is God?

 

    

  Christians believe there is one God who created the world and the life within it. This God is timeless and lives eternally. He is said to be all-knowing, all-powerful and all-loving. Christians believe God lives in Heaven, but is also present among us.

   

   

  The Christian faith teaches that humans have been made in the image of God. This helps us to understand a little of God's nature. But humans differ from God because they are sinful and mortal, and they need God's forgiveness.

 


    

  Some Christians say they have seen, heard or felt God's presence. This is called 'revelation'.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  The Holy Trinity

 

    
  Christians believe that God appears in three ways: as God the Father; God the Son; and God the Holy Spirit. This is called the Holy Trinity.

   

   

  As 'Father', God is the powerful being who created the world and who cares for us. The 'Son' refers to Jesus Christ who lived on Earth to spread God's message. God also sent the 'Holy Spirit' to live among people, to guide Christians and to draw them closer to God.

 

    

  Christians believe that God became human and revealed himself as Jesus Christ. This is known as the 'incarnation'.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  The Bible

 

    
  A lot of what we know about God and Jesus comes from the Bible. It is a holy book compiled of various sacred scripts written over a long period of time.

   

   

  The Bible is full of God's teachings and gives advice about how to live. It describes how God gave the Ten Commandments to Moses, for example – a list of principles of moral human behaviour. The Catholic and Orthodox Churches also use other Holy Scriptures in their teaching.

 

    

  The Bible has 66 'books'. The first part (Old Testament) was written before Jesus' birth. The second part (New Testament) was written afterwards.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  The Birth of Jesus

 

    
  Bible stories tell us about Jesus' birth, life and death. According to one of them an angel visited Jesus' mother Mary and told her she would give birth to a baby called Jesus. Although Mary and Joseph were betrothed to be married, Mary was still a virgin. Therefore, she became pregnant with what is known as the Immaculate Conception, without committing a sin.

   

   

  Mary and Joseph were travelling to Bethlehem at the time of Jesus' birth. Unable to find a guest room, they spent the night in a stable where Jesus was born.

 

    

  Mary and Joseph were travelling from Nazareth to Bethlehem because the Roman Emperor had ordered a census to register all citizens in their home town.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  The Life of Jesus

 

    
  When Jesus grew up, he became very popular with people who followed his teachings. People would gather to hear him speak about God's love. Jesus would also perform miracles, by healing those who were sick or providing food to eat.

   

   

  Jesus had 12 close followers, called disciples, who helped to spread God's word. They would preach to crowds and perform some of Jesus' miracles for themselves.

 

    

  The disciples were all local men known to Jesus. Andrew, Peter, James and John were fishermen, for example, while Matthew was a tax collector.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  The Death of Jesus

 

    
  Despite Jesus' popularity, religious leaders did not like his views and the way he challenged their authority. They arrested Jesus, put him on trial, and nailed him on a cross to die. This is called the crucifixion.

   

   

  Three days after Jesus was buried in a tomb, he came back to life again. This is called the 'resurrection'. Thirty-nine days later, he ascended to heaven to live eternally.

 

    

  Christians think Jesus' suffering brought humans closer to God. His death is considered a sacrifice for the sins of humanity.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Heaven and Hell

 

    
  Although we die, Christians believe our soul is immortal (goes on living). If you live a good life, God grants you eternal life in heaven. Those who have sinned risk going to hell, a place of suffering.

   

 

    
  The Orthodox and Catholic Church also believe in 'purgatory': a place for those who have sinned, but can redeem themselves.

 

    
  Christians believe that on 'Judgement Day' – the end of the world – Jesus will return to Earth to decide our fate.

 

    

  Traditionally, Heaven was said to be a place in the sky and Hell found underground. Today, most Christians regard them as places that are either with or without God.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Acts of Worship

 

    

  Most Christians worship on a Sunday, the day Jesus rose from the dead. They gather at a church or chapel, where they listen to readings from the Bible, sing hymns of praise and say prayers.

   

   

  Some people take 'holy communion' which commemorates the Last Supper Jesus shared with his disciples before he died. Jesus gave his disciples bread as a symbol of his body, and wine as a symbol of his blood, for the forgiveness of sins.

 


    

  For Protestants, the bread and wine are symbols, while the Catholic and Orthodox Church regard them as the actual body and blood of Christ.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Prayer and Repentance

 

    
  Christians use prayer to bring themselves closer to God, to give thanks and to ask for guidance or forgiveness. The Orthodox Church places great importance on prayer. Prayers may be personal or said or sung out loud.

   

   

  The Catholic and Orthodox Church also use confession as a way to acknowledge sins. Followers confess their sins (anonymously in the Catholic Church) to a priest and ask for forgiveness so they can get closer to God again.

 

    

  Christians also use fasting (going without food and/or drink for a period of time) as a way to concentrate the mind on prayer and to ask for God's strength.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Christian Symbols

 

    
  The cross (or crucifix) is the most common Christian symbol – a reminder of the way that Jesus died. Another is the fish – many of Jesus' disciples were fishermen, and Jesus invited them to become 'fishers of men' to spread God's word.

   

   

  Other Christian symbols include eggs – a symbol of new life and Jesus' return from the dead, and the dove – a sign of the Holy Spirit, as well as of peace.

 

    

  The ancient Greek word for fish (ichthys) has the same letters as the initials for the Greek phrase 'Jesus Christ Son of God Saviour'.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Christmas

 

    

  Christmas Day is on the 25th of December, and on this day Christians commemorate the birth of Jesus. Families spend time together and give each other presents (because God gave Jesus as a gift to the world). People gather together at special church services to celebrate.

   

   

  'Advent' starts four Sundays before Christmas – a period of preparation. Children often have an Advent calendar in December to count down the days until Christmas Day. Other Christmas rituals include decorating the home, singing special songs called carols, and sharing a big roast dinner with family.

 


    

  Christmas trees are a common decoration at Christmas time. Evergreen trees are a symbol of everlasting life, and the top is said to point to Heaven.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Easter

 

    
  Easter is a celebration of Jesus' resurrection. It falls in late March or April, depending on the position of the Moon. Families gather to celebrate, and give each other chocolate eggs as a symbol of new life.

   

   

  Good Friday is the day Jesus died, while on Easter Sunday he rose from the dead. Before Easter, a period of 40 days called Lent is a time of fasting and reflection. Orthodox Christians call it the 'Great Fast'. On the first day of Lent (Ash Wednesday), Christians think about their sins and about death.

 

    

  The Orthodox Church calculates its holidays based on the Julian calendar. That is why the Orthodox Easter can sometimes fall in early May.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Other Celebrations

 

    
  At Pentecost, Christians remember the time the Holy Spirit came to Earth. The Bible describes how the disciples felt a strong wind and saw tongues of fire. They began speaking in foreign languages, too, as if the Holy Spirit was among them.

   

   

  On Ascension Day (39 days after Easter Sunday), Christians celebrate Jesus' ascension to Heaven. Other celebrations include Harvest Festival in the autumn, which is a time to thank God for all the things he has given the world.

 

    

  The word Pentecost comes from the ancient Greek pentekoste (fiftieth). Pentecost falls 50 days after Easter Sunday.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  The Christian Life

 

    

  Christianity is the world's largest religion, representing about a third of the global population. It is mainly practiced in Europe, North America and South America, but can be found in all corners of the globe.

   

   

  Christian teachings encourage people to be kind – to love one another and to love God. Christians are encouraged not to judge, and to willingly forgive other people. Christian teachings also set out a moral code about what is right and wrong, to guide people in the way to live a good Christian life.

 


    

  There are at least seven Christian churches in Antarctica! Temporary visitors can practise their faith there.
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function fadePopup() {
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");

  window.setTimeout(() => {
    popup.className = "";
  }, 500);
}

function clickAreaHandler(evt) {
  evt.preventDefault();

  const word = evt.target.dataset.word;
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");
  popup.innerText = word;
  popup.style.top = `${evt.y}px`;
  popup.style.left = `${evt.x}px`;
  popup.className = 'visible';

  const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
  audio.src = `audio/words/${evt.target.dataset.audio}`;
  audio.play();
}

const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
audio.addEventListener('ended', () => {
  fadePopup();
});

const areas = document.getElementsByTagName("area");
for (const area of areas) {
  area.addEventListener("click", clickAreaHandler)
}




version https://git-lfs.github.com/spec/v1
oid sha256:7d9d2bd80d6a83b9b62a9225236c0d9b4743b4cd03a2e2849f299ce816c24e55
size 56336
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
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      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
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      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
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    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
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  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
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    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
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    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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