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Once upon a time in a tiny, humble house in the middle of the forest there lived a poor peasant and his wife. The two lived all alone but desperately wanted a child. “How I wish we had a child,” said the man.
“Yes,” said his wife. “Just one child, even a tiny, little someone only as big as my thumb. We would be quite happy.”
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It happened that the next month the woman became ill. Seven months later, the peasant and his wife had a beautiful little boy all of their very own. But indeed, though perfectly healthy, the boy was different. Just as the couple had imagined, he was no bigger than a thumb.
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“Oh, dear boy,” said his mother. “You will be the apple of our eye. We will call you Thumbling.” And so it was. The boy was the apple of their eyes and he was loved beyond measure. Though they fed him well and often, the boy got older but never grew an inch. Even still, the boy did grow to be very wise and quick-witted.
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One cold winter day while chopping wood for the fire, Thumbling’s father said, “Oh, how I wish that I had someone to bring the horse cart to me.”
“Don’t worry,” said Thumbling. “I can do it, Father!”
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Thumbling’s father thought this was very kind but he just didn’t see how a boy so small could drive a cart. How would he ever hold the reins? “Father, my mother can harness the horse and I will whisper in his ear. I will tell the horse where to go and he will arrive to you just as if he’d been driven.’’ And so the father agreed to try it.
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“Giddy-up!” whispered Thumbling as the horse whirled around the corners of the forest track. Suddenly, two strange men approached them. They noticed immediately that this cart had no driver. “We will follow the cart,” said the man with a black scraggly beard. “If we can discover how or who drives this cart we can make a pretty penny.”
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Just as they had vowed, the men followed the cart. As the horse approached the tiny little cottage deep inside the forest they saw Thumbling’s father. He scooped the boy from the ear of the horse and prepared to remove the horse’s harness.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
It was then that the two strange men approached. “Sir, we can buy this tiny boy from you. We are rich and will take good care of him. What do you say, old man?”
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“He is not for sale,” said Thumbling’s father. “He is the apple of my eye.”
The boy turned to his father. “Oh, Father!” he pleaded. “You do so need this money. Please let me go with these men. I will return to you, I promise.”
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Finally, Thumbling’s father accepted some money from the two men, and Thumbling left with them. “How shall we carry you?” asked the men.
“Oh, just set me atop your hat. Then, I can look all about the forest.” And so they did. The three travelled a way before Thumbling said, “Won’t you help me down?” So the men put Thumbling down, and he quickly scurried deep inside a mouse hole saying, “Oh, do go on without me. I must rest a while.” The men tried and tried, but they could not reach inside the tiny burrow. They returned home with empty pockets ... and no Thumbling.
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But Thumbling had not counted on the darkness of the night. He was so small and it was very hard to see anything. What if someone stepped on him? It wasn’t long until Thumbling tripped over an empty snail shell. He placed it upon his back and started his long walk home.
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Thumbling felt tired, so he stopped to rest. Just as he began to doze off he heard two men talking. “How will we steal the rich pastor’s silver and gold?” said one to the other. As he was such a good little man with a good heart, Thumbling couldn’t bear the thought of another good man losing his treasures. So Thumbling spoke up.
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“I can help you!” said Thumbling. The men looked all around but saw nobody. “Down here” cried Thumbling.
As the moonlight reflected off the shell, the two men caught a glimpse of the small man offering his help. “Ha! How could you help? You are far too small!”
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“Oh, I could definitely help” insisted Thumbling. “I can crawl within the barred windows that you are too big to enter through and I can retrieve anything you want!”
With greed in their eyes, the men approved the plan. “Very well. But do be quiet. If you are too loud it will spoil everything!”
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And so, just as he had planned, Thumbling cried to the men from the window as loud as he could. “DO YOU WANT ME TO GET THE SILVER? HOW ABOUT THAT SHINY THING OVER THERE?”
“Shh ...” insisted the men. “You’ll wake the pastor!” It was then that the ruckus awakened the maid who came down to see what was the matter. Thinking it was all a dream, she wandered back up to her bed.
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Even so, the sight of the maid scared the men and they scurried away quickly, as if they were little mice. As the men disappeared into the forest, Thumbling spotted a hayloft in the pastor’s barn. He snuggled down deep into the hay and settled in for a long winter’s nap.
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The next morning Thumbling was jostled about as the maid grabbed a large bundle of hay from the loft. Thumbling was trapped inside! Without realizing what had happened, the maid fed the hay to the cow and began to do the morning milking.
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“Hmm,” said Thumbling. “This little house is very strange. There are no windows and it is very dark in here.” Then suddenly, he realized where he was. He was in the belly of a cow! “Help!” cried Thumbling. “Help!”
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The maid looked around but saw no person, only a cow. “Master! Master!” cried the maid. “The cow ... she can speak!” The pastor himself heard the cow speaking.
“What sorcery is this?” he wondered. He decided that the cow must have been possessed by an evil spirit. “We can’t keep this cow,” he thought. “We’ll have her for our dinner.”
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So the cow was no more, and the uncooked parts that they didn’t want to eat were tossed onto the trash pile. Whatever next? Well, along came a hungry wolf that swallowed the leftover parts whole, with Thumbling still tucked inside. Thumbling began to think, as he was indeed very wise, and decided perhaps he could speak to the wolf from inside his belly.
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“Oh, wolf!” cried Thumbling. “I know of a place where you can get a fine feast. All the bacon, sausage, and cake you could want! Simply follow the sound of my voice to the little cottage deep inside the forest.” And follow, the wolf did.
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The wolf let himself into the tiny door of the quaint cottage and had his fill of sugary sweet cakes, rich sausages, and bacon. But as he tried to leave, he was stuck! He had eaten so much that now he was far too fat to escape, just as Thumbling had known he would be. It was then that Thumbling began to yelp. “Shh ... you will wake the people of the house!” hissed the wolf. But Thumbling just kept yelping.
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You can guess whose cottage it was, can’t you? Of course! It belonged to Thumbling’s father and mother! “Quick, get the axe, dear!” called Thumbling’s father. So Thumbling began to yelp even louder until his parents realized who was inside the wolf.
“Oh, it is our dear son! We must be gentle!” said his mother. With one swift blow, his father knocked down the greedy wolf and with forks and knives they gently removed Thumbling from the belly of the beast.
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“Oh, dear boy,” cried his father. “Never, ever leave us again.”
“Never!” agreed his mother.
“We will never sell you again. You are the apple of our eyes. No treasure can buy you. And Thumbling, wherever did you go?” asked his parents.
“I’ve been everywhere!” replied Thumbling. “In a mouse hole, in the belly of a cow, in the tummy of a wolf ... and indeed, it was a grand adventure.”
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		The End.
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        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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