
    

    

    
    

  The spring break is here! You are heading to the beach. This is a holiday you've been looking forward to for a long time. It is a beautiful day, and the sun is shining. You take your surfboard out to the water. The waves look perfect!

   

  You ride your first wave, it feels great. The adrenalin is rushing through you while you're trying to catch your second wave. Nothing can stop your excitement. Or is there…? Suddenly, you hear shouting. Someone is yelling for everyone to get out of the water. It sounds like a real emergency! A shark has been spotted in the area!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Fortunately, the shark was spotted before it had a chance to injure anyone. Sometimes, people that happen to be in the water when sharks come around are not that lucky. Every year, dozens of people are attacked by sharks. Most of these people are within a few miles of land. Often, people that are attacked by sharks have no idea that a shark is in the area until they come face-to-face with it.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  In June 2019, a 17-year-old girl was attacked by a shark while she was enjoying a day at Atlantic Beach in North Carolina, USA. She was standing waist-deep in the water when the shark attacked. Her father, who was nearby, saw what happened. He rushed into the water and hit the shark in the face until it let go of her. Then he pulled his daughter out of the water. A beachgoer that happened to be nearby wrapped a tourniquet, or tight bandage, around the girl's badly injured leg to stop the bleeding. She was flown to a nearby medical centre, where her injuries could be treated.

 


    

  The shark attack cost the teenage girl the lower part of one leg and two fingers. The girl had to undergo multiple surgeries on her hands, and then spend time in rehabilitation. Still, she was very fortunate to have survived such a vicious shark attack.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  In October 2019, two friends were enjoying a trip in their kayak near Santa Catalina, California, USA. Suddenly, they felt something grab onto their kayak. It was a huge great white shark, and it had its mouth fastened around the back of their kayak! The two friends were not sure what to do. Fortunately, the shark decided that a kayak would not make a good meal and let go.

 

    

  After the friends were back on land, they looked at the damage caused by the shark. They discovered that two of the shark's teeth were stuck in the side of their kayak! Even though their kayak was damaged, they now have two shark teeth and a story to tell for the rest of their lives!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  There is no shortage of stories about shark attacks in the media. Reports about shark attacks nearly always make the news. In addition to that, during the past few decades, movies and TV programs have featured many stories about sharks attacking humans. Ever since the movie 'Jaws' was first released in 1975, it has caused people to fear the possibility of being attacked by a shark.

 


    

  The threat of shark attacks can seem very real. But before you panic at the thought spending time near the ocean, let's find out more about sharks and how they operate.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Sharks are a type of fish that eat smaller fish and other animals that live in the water. Scientists say that sharks have been on Earth for over 420 million years. That is a very, very long time!

 

    

  There are over 375 species of shark in the world today. However, only three species of shark have a reputation for attacking humans. They are the great white shark, tiger shark, and bull shark.

   

  Another type of shark, the oceanic whitetip, is also known to attack humans, although the number of attacks is much lower because this shark usually stays far away from land. Most victims of oceanic whitetip shark attacks are people that fell out of ships in the ocean. Other types of sharks have occasionally been known to attack humans, but these attacks are very rare.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Shark experts classify shark attacks on humans in two categories: provoked and unprovoked. A shark attack is considered provoked if the human that was attacked has, intentionally or not, done something to annoy the shark. Experts say that sharks can be annoyed if they are touched in any way. This can mean anything from a scuba diver brushing up against a shark during a dive to a person on a fishing vessel attempting to get a shark out of a fishing net.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Surfers can make sharks really mad if they accidentally hit a shark with their surfboards while riding the waves. If you were a shark swimming through the water and someone hit you on the head with a surfboard, you probably wouldn't be very happy about it either!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Unprovoked shark attacks happen when the person the shark attacked did not touch or annoy the shark before it decided to bite them. Often, the person involved in unprovoked shark attacks had no idea that sharks were in the area. A large number of unprovoked attacks happen near beaches and shorelines.

   

  Sometimes, the shark bites a person because they believe they are a fish or another food source. Then they can be very aggressive and bite many times. This kind of shark attack is very rare, but often fatal.

  If the shark leaves after biting a person once, this is known as a hit-and-run attack. Most hit-and-run shark attacks are survivable if the victim can get medical care in time.

   

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Some sharks, especially great white sharks, are known for circling around a human before they attack. Shark experts think they do this to evaluate the creature in the water. They are trying to figure out if the person, fish, or animal is likely to make a good meal.

   

  If you spend a lot time in the ocean, it is good to know what to do if you should find yourself face-to-face with a shark. Experts have come up with some strategies that could save your life if this ever happens.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The first important thing to remember is not to make any sudden movements. That way, the shark is less likely to notice you. Attempting to swim, or make other sudden movements can attract the shark. You might think you are a good swimmer, but do not try to out-swim a shark. Even the best Olympic swimmers cannot do that!

 

    

  If you are near a solid object, such as a large rock or boat, get up against it. This will make it impossible for the shark to attack you from behind. When a shark's angles of attack are limited, it will be more likely to leave you alone.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Ok, you played by the book and you tried to get out of the water as quietly and peacefully as you could. But your 'friend' has another plan. The shark has set its mind on getting you. It opens its mouth wide; you can see the shiny teeth approaching you. You can feel that your legs are going in the shark's mouth. Now is the time to get really, really mad!

 

    

  Start kicking and screaming as hard as you can. Don't play dead! That doesn't work for sharks. Instead, don't lose your focus. Make as much movement as possible. There is a great chance that you will hit a weak spot on the shark and make it abort its mission.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Hit the shark in the face as hard as you can. Experts say the best places to hit a shark are its eyes, its gills, and the tip of the shark's nose. If you can reach a hard object, use that to hit the shark with. Rocks, cameras and poles make good defensive weapons. If you hit a shark that wants to attack you hard enough to hurt it, there's a good chance that the shark will look for its next meal elsewhere.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Even if you are not injured by a shark that approached you, it is important to get out of the water immediately. Usually, sharks leave the area after the attack, but sometimes they change their mind and come back.

   

  If you see one in the water, make sure you warn anyone else that they might be in danger. Even if you think the shark you saw has gone, there may be more of them in the area.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  There are many safety measures that you can take to avoid meeting a shark in the first place.

   

  Some beaches have signs that warn swimmers, surfers, and scuba divers that sharks sometimes swim in the area. If you see a sign like that, make sure to pay extra special attention when in the water!

 

    

  Its good not to wear high-contrast clothes or bright jewellery while you are swimming. Experts say that orange and yellow attracts the sharks. Bright jewellery can be easily mistaken for fish's scales in the water.

  It is also useful not to pee in the water. Apart from protecting the environment, the smell of pee can bring sharks close to you.

   

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Now that you know more about shark attacks, you might not want to go into the ocean. However, if you keep an eye out for sharks and take adequate safety measures, there is no reason not to enjoy your favourite oceanside activities. Anyway, the chances of being attacked by a shark are the same as being hit by lightning or an asteroid. The ocean is big enough for humans, as well as the many other creatures that live there.
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      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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