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		They were breathtaking, man-made structures that had been built near the Mediterranean Sea. A couple of thousand years ago, travellers enjoyed visiting these structures to marvel at the skill and imagination of the builders.Let’s find out what these ancient tourists went to see …



		What Were the SEVEN Wonders of the Ancient World?
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This statue really was COLOSSAL! The people of Rhodes built this statue of the Greek sun god Helios in 304 BCE. The statue was 33 metres tall and probably stood on one of the harbour walls. It was made of bronze and iron, standing on a stone pedestal. Sadly, it only stood for about 55 years before being destroyed by an earthquake.



		
The Colossus of Rhodes
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Very little is known about these gardens, and some think that they didn’t even exist.
Some say they were built by King Nebuchadnezzar II for his wife. She missed the mountains and forests of her homeland, so the king created a garden with many terraces and steps to make her happy.
Others think that the Hanging Gardens were rooftop gardens, or that they were gardens laid out on a slope that was made to look like a mountain landscape. No one is sure where the gardens were, either. They were probably in modern-day Iraq, but we may never find out.



		
The Hanging Gardens of Babylon
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Built in Greece around 435 BCE, we know that this statue existed because there were images of it on coins.
On the coins, Zeus was pictured sitting on a jewel-encrusted throne. Zeus was the ruler of the Olympian Gods, so he was very important. In one hand, he held a statue of Nike, the goddess of victory. In the other hand, he held a sceptre with an eagle on top. In around the fifth century CE the statue was destroyed, and nothing remains of this incredible work of art today.



		
The Statue of Zeus at Olympia
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Built around 270 BCE in Egypt, the Lighthouse of Alexandria was one of the first lighthouses. Around 110 metres tall, it was designed to keep boats safe as they sailed by.
It was made of light-coloured stone so it could be easily seen during the day. There was a mirror at the top of the lighthouse that reflected sunlight, and fires were lit at the top of the tower at night.
We know the lighthouse existed, because like the Statue of Zeus at Olympia, historians have found coins showing its image. The lighthouse stood for nearly 1600 years, but was destroyed by earthquakes.



		
The Lighthouse of Alexandria
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In the fourth century BCE, Queen Artemisia II had this huge tomb built in memory of her late husband. The tomb stood on a hill outside Halicarnassus and was over 43 metres tall. It was destroyed by earthquakes in the Middle Ages. The British Museum in London, England, has some broken pieces of the tomb on display.
The tomb was so famous that the word mausoleum came to be used for any tomb where the departed are buried.



		
The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus or The Tomb of Mausolus
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This marble temple was built in the sixth century BCE as a shrine to Artemis, the Greek goddess of hunting. The temple was a sacred site and visitors came to pay tribute to Artemis with valuable items such as jewellery and coins.
It took 120 years to complete. Then, in 356 BCE – disaster! A man called Herostratus set fire to the temple because he wanted to do something that would make him famous. Today, you can still see some foundation stones at the site of the temple.



		
The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus or Artemision



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
The Great Pyramid is the largest of the three Pyramids of Giza. Built in about 2600 BCE, it is the oldest wonder of the ancient world. Amazingly, you can still visit the Great Pyramid of Giza today in the desert outside Cairo in Egypt. It is the only structure from the list that is still standing.
The building of the Great Pyramid alone took 20 years and 360,000 people were involved in it. It was the tallest man-made structure for nearly 4,000 years, until the completion of Lincoln Cathedral in Lincoln, England around 1300 CE.



		
The Great Pyramid of Giza
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