
    

    

    
    
  Marvellous Magic

 

    

  Do you know any magic tricks? Magicians have been captivating audiences for centuries. There's something about being tricked that's intriguing and mesmerising!

 

    

  As we become more sophisticated with our knowledge of science, some magical secrets have been uncovered. But many still lie waiting to be discovered. Perhaps some really are just mystical illusions and amazing feats!

 

    
  The earliest known magic trick is said to be the 'cups and balls' trick, performed almost 5,000 years ago in ancient Egypt.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Robert Houdin

 

    

  One of the world's most famous magicians, Robert Houdin, is known as the 'father of modern-day magic'. Born in France in 1805, Houdin captivated audiences at home and later travelled around the world.

 

    
  Following in his father's footsteps as a clockmaker, Houdin grew up to be an inventor ahead of his time. He used clockwork to create moving parts and magical illusions. People had never seen such a spectacle before!

 

    
  Houdin's birth name was Jean-Eugène Robert. When he married, he took his wife's family name to become Robert Houdin.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Houdin created a life-like mechanical peacock that could spread its wings, and a machine that could write and draw. This was a time when many secrets of science had yet to be discovered.

   

  Houdin also performed with his son. In one famous trick, the duo showed their skill of 'second sight'. Houdin would ask his blindfolded son to identify objects brought up by the audience.

 

    
  Houdin started the trend of magicians wearing a tailcoat suit, after rich people flocked to see his shows in Paris.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Harry Houdini

 

    

  Three years after Robert Houdin's death, a new magician entered the world. Erik Weisz was born in Hungary in 1874 but moved with his family to the USA when he was two.

   

  Inspired by Robert Houdin, Erik performed magic from the age of 12. Later, he performed with his wife Wilhelmina as 'Harry and Bess Houdini'. The couple travelled to London in 1900 and became one of the biggest stage acts in Europe.

 

    
  Harry Houdini taught American troops how to escape from handcuffs during the First World War.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Houdini is remembered for his escape acts. As a former trapeze artist, he was strong and agile, but his feats were still remarkable. He could escape from ropes, handcuffs, shackles and chains.

   

  In 'Chinese Water Torture Cell', Houdini escaped from a water tank, with his feet bound by stocks. Later, hanging head-first over 20 metres above the ground, he freed himself from a straitjacket. Nothing stopped him!

 

    
  Houdini died on 31st October. The cause was appendicitis and a blow to the stomach, but many think this Halloween date is spooky!

 

  



    

    

    
    
  David Copperfield

 

    

  Fast-forward nearly 100 years to the birth of David Kotkin. Born in the USA in 1956, David became the youngest ever member of the Society of American Magicians (aged 12), and by 16 was teaching magic to students at New York University.

   

  David has been described as the greatest magician of the 20th century, and the most commercially successful magician of all time, with sell-out shows around the world.

 

    
  David Kotkin started performing under the stage name 'Davino', but later changed it to David Copperfield.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  David's spectacular illusions include 'walking through' the Great Wall of China, 'flying' across the Grand Canyon and causing the Statue of Liberty to vanish and reappear. It's no wonder he's received countless awards!

   

  David's illusions on stage astound audiences, too. As well as vanishing acts, he's been seen walking through fans and has supposedly been cut in half by circular saws. Thankfully, he remains unharmed!

 

    
  David Copperfield's museum in Las Vegas, USA, has the world's largest collection of magical memorabilia, including props belonging to Harry Houdini.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Penn and Teller

 

    

  The 20th century also saw the rise of double acts such as 'Penn and Teller'. Penn Fraser Jillette and Raymond Joseph Teller first performed together in 1975.

 

    
  Penn and Teller have a famous stage show, but have also captured hearts with their popular television series. In 'Fool Us', magicians are given an act in the Las Vegas show… if they manage to fool Penn and Teller with their skills!

 

    
  Penn and Teller have the longest-running stage show in Las Vegas, USA: 18 years at The Rio All-Suite Hotel and Casino.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  During their stage act, Penn takes a speaking role while Teller mimes his part. This combination has kept audiences captivated, while the pair perform masterful magic.

   

  Their dexterity is so good they can perform the 'cups and balls' trick with clear glass cups, and still fool their audience. More death-defying stunts include catching bullets in their mouths. It's a wonder they're still here!

 

    
  Raymond Teller is now known by a single name. He legally changed his name to just 'Teller', which can be seen in his passport.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Siegfried and Roy

 

    

  Another successful duo – Siegfried and Roy – met while working on a cruise ship in the 1950s. Roy Horn was a waiter who befriended steward Siegfried Fischbacher after watching him perform.

   

  Siegfried and Roy are both from Germany. Siegfried became interested in magic as a child, and Roy has always loved animals. While on board ship, he joined Siegfried's act with his pet cheetah!

 

    
  Roy Horn's first pet cheetah was called Chico. Before long, the duo had a collection of exotic wild animals.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  After five years performing at sea, Siegfried and Roy returned to tour in Germany. Later, they made their debut in Las Vegas, USA, where they introduced 'Sahra', a white Bengal tiger to their act.

   

  The pair performed amazing tricks and illusions, such as replacing people with wild animals and using a box to squeeze a person to about 30 cm (12 inches) in height. Their troop of exotic animals continued to draw huge crowds.

 

    
  Siegfried and Roy have worked with white lions, white tigers, cheetahs, flamingos, dolphins, and an elephant called Gildah.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  David Blaine

 

    

  More recently, magicians have taken on death-defying stunts. David Blaine is an endurance artist, also described as 'the greatest magician who ever lived'. Born David Blaine White in 1973, he saw his first magician at the age of four.

 

    

  By 23, David had his own television show, 'Street Magic'. He would entertain passers-by and record their reactions on camera. He performed amazing tricks, mind-reading games and spectacular stunts.

 

    
  David was born in the USA. His mother is Russian/Jewish and his father is Puerto Rican/Italian.

   

 

  



    

    

    
    

  David's tests of endurance are astounding. In 1997, he spent seven days 'Buried Alive' in a plastic 'coffin' weighed down by a water tank, with no food and very little water, but emerged unharmed.

   

  In 2000, he was 'Frozen in Time' in a block of ice for over 63 hours, with just a small air pipe to breathe. In 'Vertigo', he stood on a 55-cm (22-inch) platform, at the top of a 100-foot pillar, for 35 hours.

 


    
  David can hold his breath underwater for 17 minutes, 4.5 seconds!

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Criss Angel

 

    

  Another unique performer – Criss Angel – was born in New York, USA, in 1967. Criss performed his first magic show aged 12, and during his high school years, performed in restaurants.

   

  Criss is one of the world's most successful magicians. He has stage shows in New York and Las Vegas, as well as a popular YouTube channel. For his own television series, he performs, writes the music and script, and acts as choreographer, creator, producer and director.

 


    
  Criss Angel has appeared on more television shows than any other living magician.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Criss cites Harry Houdini as his inspiration. He has escaped from shackles and handcuffs in a hotel demolished with explosives, and has remained shackled underwater for 24 hours.

   

  Criss is also famous for some amazing illusions such as 'walking on water', and temporarily causing human figures to 'divide in two'. It is said that his first illusion was floating his mother at home!

 

    
  Criss holds the record for the fastest escape from a straightjacket: 2 minutes, 30 seconds! And the most people to disappear in an illusion: 100!

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Dynamo

 

    

  In the UK, Steven Frayne – Dynamo – has been wowing audiences wherever he goes. Dynamo has brought a new era of street magic to a younger generation.

   

  As well as his amazing dexterity in card and coin tricks, Dynamo has 'walked on the River Thames', pushed a mobile phone into a bottle and removed jewellery through a glass-topped case.

 


    
  Dynamo had half his stomach removed, aged 17, because of a disease of the digestive system. He says it's the one thing he can't fix by magic.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Juliana Chen

 

    

  Juliana Chen has shown magic isn't just for men! Born in China in 1986, she joined an arts academy aged ten, to study ballet, gymnastics and juggling. She moved to Canada to study English, but soon pursued magic full-time.

   

  Juliana is incredibly dexterous, having practised for many hours. She is famous for her card scaling (throwing) and her illusions. It's no wonder she's called the 'First Lady of Magic'!

 

    
  Juliana became the first woman (and the only Chinese magician) to win gold at the World Championships of Magic in 1997.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Talented Troupe

 

    

  From Houdin and Houdini to Dynamo and Chen, magic has astounded audiences for centuries. Magicians have extraordinary natural talent, but they also put a lot of effort and dedication into their art.

   

  The practice of magic has survived for thousands of years, and shows no sign of abating. In an age of scientific discovery, how does magic continue to captivate audiences worldwide? If you could learn just one magic trick, what would it be?

 

    
  The world's largest magic society – The International Magicians Society (IMS) – has over 41,000 members.
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    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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