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There are more than a million different animals in the world. They all belong to a number of groups, depending on their features. We can divide all the animals in the world into two big groups. Vertebrates are all the animals that have a backbone. Invertebrates are all the animals with no bones inside their bodies. Some of them might have a shell on the outside, though. But there are plenty animal species in these two groups. Scientists have sorted every animal – from the tiny ant to the enormous blue whale – into a separate group with other animals of the same type.



		
The more common features a group of animals have, the more specific they are. All the animals can be classified into the following groups: kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus and species. You belong to a class of animals. Which class do you think it is?
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Insects are definitely the biggest class of animals in the world. If you see an animal with six legs, you’ll know you’re looking at an insect. An insect also has three parts to its body: a head, a thorax and an abdomen.



		
Flies, moths, butterflies, beetles and mosquitoes are just a few of the insect groups in this class. They all have a hard shell that holds them in shape and protects their soft bodies.
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Arachnids all have two body parts. They also have eight legs. Spiders are arachnids, and so are scorpions, ticks and mites.



		
Spiders don’t have teeth. They can’t chew their food, so they dribble acid onto their prey so that they dissolve. Then they suck up their dinner!
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All molluscs have a soft body with no hard exoskeleton on the outside. Octopuses and squid have soft bodies and hard beaks. They use their beaks to break the shells of shellfish and crabs so that they can eat them.



		
But just to make things confusing, some molluscs do have a hard calcium shell to protect themselves. Snails, clams and oysters have this type of shell. Most molluscs live in the sea, but slugs and snails live on land. They like to hide in moist soil and munch on tasty plants.
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Crustaceans grow skeletons on the outside of their bodies. They have joints, and they often have lots of legs. Lobsters, crayfish, crabs and shrimp are all crustaceans.



		
Most of these animals live in the sea. Crayfish, though, live in ponds and streams, and sometimes scuttle onto land to look for food.
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Fish can only live in water. They have gills, scales and fins on their bodies and they don’t have fingers or toes. The fishes’ gills take in oxygen from the water, so that they can breathe as they swim about.



		
Starfish are not fish, and neither are jellyfish. But catfish, swordfish, sea horses, and eels are!
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Amphibians begin their life in the water and breathe with gills, like the fish. Then, when they grow up, they develop lungs and live on land.



		Frogs, salamanders and toads are all amphibians. They swallow their food whole, and like to eat spiders, insects and worms.
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Reptiles have skin that is very thin and is covered in scales. As they get older, reptiles grow too big for their skins. Some, like snakes, shed their old skin all in one piece, leaving a shiny new skin underneath. Other reptiles just shed a few scales at a time.



		Snakes, lizards, crocodiles, alligators and turtles all belong to this group of animals.
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Birds are the only animals with feathers. All birds have wings, but some, like ostriches and penguins, can’t fly because their wings are too small. Birds have hollow bones. If they had solid bones, birds would be too heavy to fly.



		
All birds have a hard beak and no teeth. Some, like eagles and vultures, eat meat. Others feed on seeds and fruit.
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		We belong to the mammal class. This means we’re in the same group as monkeys, tigers, whales and pandas! If an animal drinks milk when it is a baby and has hair on its body, it is a mammal.



		
Mammals live all over the world, from the coldest polar region to the hottest desert. They can also live underground and in the ocean. Some mammals are very clever, including dolphins, chimpanzees, and pigs. But guess which is the most intelligent animal of all … We are!
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