
    

    

    
    
  Once upon a time, there was a woman named Bathilda who lived in a cottage with her daughter Ottoline and her stepdaughter Amalia.

  Bathilda always pampered Ottoline but told off Amalia.

  She made Amalia cook, do the laundry and spin wool

  into yarn.

  But Ottoline did nothing. She would lie around and complain that Amalia had burnt her toast or left stains on her dresses.

  Ottoline always got the nicest things to eat. Amalia got the leftovers. Sometimes she went to bed hungry.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  One day Amalia spun yarn for such a long

  time that her fingers started bleeding on

  the spindle.

  She knew Bathilda would be angry if she

  got blood on the yarn. She bent over the

  well to wash the spindle.

  The spindle fell into the well.

  Amalia knew Bathilda would be angry

  about her losing the spindle, so she

  jumped down into the well to get it back.

  Amalia fell and fell, and suddenly,

  everything went blank.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Amalia woke up in a beautiful green meadow

  full of flowers. She didn't know where she was

  so she decided to explore the strange place.

  Soon enough, she reached a bakery. But this

  was no ordinary bakery. Inside was a large

  oven with talking loaves of bread.

  "Get us out! We have baked long enough," the

  loaves called. So Amalia opened the oven door,

  pulled all the loaves out and set them to

  cool on racks.

  "Thank you!" said one of the loaves.

  "Now don't let me go cold. Take a bite and be

  on your way." She did feel a bit hungry so she

  took a bite of the hot loaf and was on her way.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  As Amalia walked on, chewing, she saw a

  tree so full of ripe apples that its branches

  almost touched the ground.

  The apples shouted, "Shake us down before we rot!"

  What an odd place, Amelia thought. First

  talking loaves, now talking apples!

  Amalia shook the apples down and gathered

  them into a pile.

  "Thank you!" said one of the apples. "Now don't

  let me rot. Take a bite and be on your way."

  The apple was juicy, and the bread was fresh. It

  was the best fruit Amalia had ever had. After

  finishing her meal, the girl was on her way.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  As she walked along a cobblestone path, Amalia

  came across an old woman with long yellow teeth.

  Before Amalia could run away, the old woman

  spoke in a kind voice. "Don't be afraid child," she

  said. "I won't hurt you. I'm Old Mother Frost. Come,

  let's sit down. Tell me about yourself."

  Amalia told her about her stepsister and

  stepmother, and about falling down the well.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  "Come live with me," Mother Frost said. "I'm getting

  old, and I could use some help with my work. You'll

  have good things to eat every day, and I'll never be

  rude to you."

  "What sort of work will I be doing?" Amalia asked.

  "You will help me cook and clean," Mother Frost said,

  "but what I really need your help with is shaking my

  feather mattress. It's not an ordinary duvet, though.

  You see, every time you shake the mattress all the

  feathers will come flying out and then they will turn

  into snow and paint the world white."

  "All right," Amalia agreed.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Every day Amalia got up early to cook, clean

  and shake the feather mattress. Feathers

  would fly out, and the snow would fall thick

  and fast. Children went sledging and built

  snowmen. Farmers were happy to have a

  good blanket of snow over the soil.

  Amalia liked living with Mother Frost. Even

  though she was kind to her Amalia soon

  grew homesick.

  One day, the young girl told Mother Frost,

  "I miss my home. I want to go back, but I don't

  know how."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Old Mother Frost didn't want to see the young girl

  leave. She enjoyed her company very much. Yet

  she didn't want to see her suffer, so she decided to

  help her get back home.

  "This door will open into your stepmother's yard,"

  said Mother Frost. "Take your spindle, and take

  this." Mother Frost gave Amalia a big sack, tied

  up tightly. "If you ever want to come back here,

  you know how to find me, and I'll be glad to see

  you again."

  Amalia thanked Old Mother Frost and then

  waved goodbye.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Amalia stepped through the door.

  There was her stepmother's cottage.

  Bathilda opened the door.

  "Where have you been you lazybones?"

  she asked angrily.

  "I haven't been lazy," Amalia said. She told

  her about the spindle and her time with

  Mother Frost. Then she opened the sack

  Mother Frost had given her.

  It was full of gold.

  Bathilda's eyes opened wide at the sight of

  the gold. "Come inside, sweet girl. It's freezing

  outside," she took the sack from Amalia and

  ushered her inside. She had a cunning plan.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Ottoline was not happy to see her stepsister return.

  "She was gone for ages," Ottoline complained,

  "and I had to do all her chores!"

  "Be quiet!" Bathilda snapped. She then told her

  everything that Amalia had told her and showed

  her the sack of gold. "You are going to do the same.

  Take the spindle and throw it down the well and

  jump down after it."

  "What?!" Ottoline protested.

  "Hurry! Don't you want to get another bag of gold?"

  her mother replied.

  Bathilda went on and on at her until finally

  Ottoline threw the spindle down the well and

  jumped in after it. She fell and fell, and suddenly,

  everything went blank.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Ottoline woke up in a beautiful green

  meadow full of flowers. She heard the

  loaves in the oven shouting, "We're done!

  Get us out before we burn!"

  "Why should I help you?" she asked.

  "I'm here for my sack of gold," she said and

  walked away.

  She then passed the apple tree, which

  was bent almost to the ground with apples.

  "Shake us down before we rot!" they called.

  "Why should I help you?" she asked.

  "I'm here for my sack of gold," she said and

  walked away.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  As Ottoline turned a corner she saw an old woman.

  "You must be Mother Frost," Ottoline said. "I came to

  help you."

  "Thank you," Mother Frost said. "I could use

  some help."

  On the first day, Ottoline made herself get up early

  and shake the duvet hard. She thought with every

  shake, "I want that sack of gold."

  She then cooked and swept the cottage, telling

  herself, "I'll get enough gold so I'll never have to

  work again."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The day after that Ottoline just shook the

  mattress a couple of times, thinking,

  "Mother Frost's too old to notice". Only a few

  feathers flew out.

  Very little snow fell in the world outside. There

  wasn't enough to build snowmen with or for

  sledging, and the farmers looked worried.

  Ottoline swept a little bit, but not under the

  table or in the corners.

  The day after that she woke up feeling sulky.

  She didn't get up. When she smelled food she

  sat up in bed and yelled,

  "I'm hungry! Bring me breakfast!"

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Mother Frost didn't answer. So Ottoline got up and

  went downstairs.

  "Where's my food?" she asked.

  "I think you should go home," Mother Frost said.

  "There's the door. It will lead you back home."

  "Aren't you going to give me something first?"

  asked Ottoline.

  "Why, yes, I'll give you something," said Mother Frost.

  "Take this sack."

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Ottoline stepped through the door. Just like Mother

  Frost had said there was her mother's house.

  "I'm home!" she yelled. Her mother rushed to open

  the door. Her eyes sparkled at the sight of the sack.

  "I bet I got more gold than Amalia! Look how heavy

  my sack is," Ottoline said.

  But when she emptied her sack dust billowed out.

  "What a mess!" Ottoline wailed.

  Then she heard a buzzing sound. Inside the dust

  cloud there were flies. Dozens upon dozens of flies.

  Hundreds of flies!

  "Shoo! Go away!" Ottoline yelled. But the flies

  didn't listen.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  All that day, the next day, and the day after that, the flies would follow Ottoline everywhere she went.

  Ottoline finally realised that they were there to remind her how bad she was.

  It wasn't until she started being kind to Amalia that the flies started disappearing one by one – and

  when she became as kind and generous as her stepsister, the flies were gone for good.
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    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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