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When we look at a map of the world, we can split it into four sections, or “hemispheres”: the Northern Hemisphere at the top, the Southern at the bottom, the Western when we look at the left-hand side, and the Eastern on the right. We can also draw a line across the centre, which is the hottest part of our world: the equator.
Each part of our world is bursting with wonderful, extraordinary and sometimes rather peculiar animals. These creatures have adapted to their environments, from the freezing cold temperatures of the North and South Pole to the blistering heat of the desert. Let’s zigzag our way across the atlas and take a look at some of the most incredible and interesting of these creatures.
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If we jump down to the North Western Hemisphere, we find North America. Taking to the skies, we can find the symbol of the United States of America: the bald eagle. It gets its name from the snowy white feathers that cover its head. This beautiful bird, with a wingspan of up to 2 metres (around 7 feet), builds the largest tree nest of all animals, up to 4 metres (13 feet) deep and 2.5 metres (8 feet) wide. Its beak, eyes and feet are yellow, and it uses its talons to pluck fish out of the water. Also found in North America are the wolf, black bear, mink, armadillo and flying squirrel.



		This eagle can fly at speeds close to 160 km/h (100 mph).



		NORTH
AMERICA



		The Bold Eagle
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Now we arrive in Europe and this little omnivore (it eats both plants and meat) deserves a mention. A member of the weasel family, the pine marten stands about as tall as a cat. With its short legs, bushy tail and lovely soft fur coat it is well worth taking the time to discover. Typical European animals include the wild boar, hedgehog, swan, fox, badger and bat.



		EUROPE



		The Pine Marten
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Further along in the Northern Eastern Hemisphere, south east of Russia, lives the secretive Amur tiger. Bigger than most of the other cats, it is also one of the most dangerous and can easily kill an animal twice its size. This tiger, similar to our domestic cats, purrs. The wolverine, snow leopard, sable, stork and beluga whale also live in this area.



		RUSSIA



		The Amur Tiger
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The Japanese macaque is a primate and ordinarily most primates prefer tropical climates, but not this one. For most of the year it lives in Japan’s snow-covered mountains. However, thanks to the hot springs that form in some of the volcanic areas, it can enjoy a nice warm bath once in a while. In Japan we can also find the sea lion, black bear, the dugong, green pheasant and the Japanese giant salamander.



		

THE ORIENT



		The Japanese Macaque
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Bang on the equator, off the coast of Ecuador, are the Galapagos Islands, home to the famous Galapagos giant tortoise. The Galapagos Islands are made up of 20 small islands and even more islets, and most of the area is a national park. The Galapagos giant tortoise weighs in at a sturdy 315kg (700lbs). Moving at a nice leisurely pace of around .4 km/h (.25 mph), these giants can live for up to 150 years. The islands also boast 13 active volcanoes.



		Among the many unique animals here, you can find the blue-footed booby, red-footed booby, Galapagos flamingo, pink land iguana, lava lizard and Galapagos batfish.



		THE GALÁPAGOS ISLANDS



		The Giant Galápagos Tortoise
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Now we’ll travel to the Southern Hemisphere and to Australia. Australia is one of the smallest continents and is home to the kangaroo. Depending on the species, a kangaroo can weigh between 27 and 90kg (60-200lbs). Kangaroos are well-known for their powerful back legs; they use them to kick their adversaries in a fight as well as using their shorter front paws to punch, like a boxer! You will also find the koala, wombat, dingo, crocodile, emu and cockatoo in Australia.



		
When a baby kangaroo is born, it is the size of a bean, blind and deaf, yet it still manages to climb into its mother’s pouch to continue to develop.



		AUSTRALIA



		The Kangaroo
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Making our way towards the centre of our world and the equator, we arrive at the Indian Himalayas Region where we find the little red panda. Like its larger relative, the red panda eats bamboo shoots, but it also enjoys fruit, acorns and eggs. Growing to the size of a domestic cat, it is only a fraction of the size of the black and white panda. In India you can also find the rhinoceros, elephant, macaque, tiger, lion and water buffalo.



		INDIA



		The Red Panda
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Before arriving in Africa, just off its east coast, we can visit Madagascar. This is the fourth largest island in the world and known for its unique wildlife such as the tomato frog. This is one of the most brightly colour animals you can find! Its bright red colour helps to deter predators, but in reality, this frog is not very toxic. Other rare animals that can be found here include the sifaka, the panther chameleon, the fossa, the blue coua and the Madagascan pochard.



		MADAGASCAR



		The Tomato Frog
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Sitting a little higher up, between Africa and Asia, we have the hot, dry deserts of the Arabian Peninsula. It is home to the desert hedgehog, a spiky little animal that usually prefers cooler climates. The desert hedgehog mostly stays in its burrow during the day and comes out at night. The fluids it gets from its prey are enough to keep its thirst away for long periods of time.



		
These animals also like the heat of the Arabian Peninsula: the sand cat, onyx, Arabian leopard, dromedary, tahr and the Arabian gazelle.



		THE ARABIAN PENINSULA



		The Desert Hedgehog



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
Here, practically sitting on the equator, is the tallest and probably the gentlest of all animals, the giraffe. This herbivore stands at around 5.5 metres (18 feet tall). The giraffe’s amazingly long tongue – 45 cm (18 in) long – helps it to grab leaves from the highest branches. The African Savannah is also home to lions, elephants, rhinoceros, gorillas, zebras and camels.



		A giraffe will eat hundreds of kilos of leaves every week.



		AFRICA



		The Giraffe
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		On to the South Western Hemisphere, where we can relax with the slowest mammal in the world: the sloth. Most of the time the sloth lives in trees – sometimes even in the same tree for its whole life – often sleeping for 15 hours a day. A sloth’s claws grow to around 10 cm (4 in) long, making it difficult for it to walk on the ground. Generally, they only get down from the tree to go to the toilet, about once a week.



		
This can be a perilous business as they are at great risk from their predators because they also go to the toilet slowly! Just for the record, there is one thing that sloths do quickly: swim! Other local animals are the cougar, tiger shark, bull shark, crocodile and giant anteater.



		CENTRAL AMERICA



		The Sloth
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Between Central and South America, over on the east side and near the equator, is the sunny Caribbean. Enjoying the tropical weather here is the Cuban crocodile. It can only be found on the Great Peninsula in Cuba and on the Isla de la Juventud. Covered in yellow, green and black scales, it is the most aggressive of all the crocodiles.



		Sadly, it is also one of the most endangered species in the world. Watch out! This croc is a master of surprise! It will leap out of the water to grab animals sitting peacefully on the branches of trees.



		THE CARIBBEAN



		The Cuban Crocodile
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It would be a bad idea to go swimming in the Amazon River of South America. Around northern Argentina and Colombia, you could very well stumble upon the notorious red bellied piranha. Piranhas are generally quite shy and unaggressive; however, the red bellied piranha, with its sharp teeth and strong jaw, is better left alone. They swim in groups of up to a hundred… that’s a lot of sharp teeth to deal with! The jaguar, eyelash viper, anaconda, llama and piraiba catfish can also be found in this area.



		SOUTH AMERICA



		Red Bellied Piranha
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Let us finish our journey by hopping right down to the southern-most continent and coldest place in the world. The continent of Antarctica sits on a bed of ice that’s 1.6 km (1 mile) deep… brrrrrr! There are no trees in Antarctica, but there are a few plants such a mosses, lichen, and algae. The summer temperature rarely rises above a cool -28°C (-18°F) and in the winter it will plummet to -60°C (-76°F). This is where the emperor penguin calls home. Standing at around 125 cm (50 in) tall and weighing up to 45kg (99lbs), it is the largest of all penguins. The penguin is a flightless bird, but does use its wings to paddle. Other animals that enjoy this icy climate are whales, seals, albatross, snow petrel and krill.



		Some penguins like the sun. Galapagos penguins like the warm weather and live on tropical islands.



		ANTARCTICA



		The Emperor Penguin
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This has been a fascinating tour of the world, through icy wildernesses and scorching hot deserts to tropical islands and snow-capped mountains. Our world is incredible and there is a place on it for every animal. Marvel at how amazing it is and, above all, remember to always take care of it.
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