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		While many parts of the world experience heatwaves and warm temperatures in the summer months, the hottest parts of the world encounter very specific conditions. These regions tend to be quite low-lying, as temperature decreases further above sea level. They are all mostly in desert regions, where the sun’s rays aren’t blocked out by clouds and where there is very little moisture to evaporate, leaving the soil to absorb most of the solar energy. There are many hot places where people live despite the scorching temperatures all year round. Have a look at some of the hottest places on Earth where people live.
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No.10



		
Dallol, Ethiopia



		While other regions cope with much hotter temperatures in the height of summer, the town of Dallol has the highest average temperatures, with daily averages of 46°C (115°F), and temperatures never going below 37°C (99°F) except in winter. While it was once an important centre for mining minerals, like potash, sylvite, and salt, the unbearable temperatures have turned it into all but a ghost town. The surrounding landscape is stunning with pinkish salt canyons and hot springs which chloride and hydroxide from deep below the earth have coloured in bright greens, oranges and yellows.
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Birdsville, Australia



		A small town in the Australian state of Queensland, Birdsville was founded to manage the movement of cattle across the nearby state border to South Australia. Temperatures have frequently gotten as high as 49.5°C (121°F), with an average of mid-thirties in the hottest time of the year. This, mixed with very low levels of rainfall, means that Birdsville is prone to intense dust storms during the spring. While the population is quite low, hundreds flock to the town to go to watch horses compete in the annual Birdsville Races. They have to be careful, though: among the few plants that grow in the area is Birdsville indigo, a toxic flowering plant that can kill any horse that eats it.
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		No.8



		Phoenix, Arizona, USA



		
The sixth largest city in the United States, Phoenix is also definitely the hottest. Built around the farming and mining industries, its economy relied on the five C’s: cotton, citrus fruits, cattle, copper and climate. Phoenix is able to stand the searing desert temperatures through an impressive canal system and began to really boom after the invention of air conditioning had made it more bearable.
Constructed mostly on flat desert, the city can get extremely hot in the summertime, sometimes reaching highs of 50°C (122°F). Many dangerous animals live in the surrounding desert, including rattlesnakes, cougars, and scorpions.
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		Oodnadatta, Australia



		
With a name derived from the word ‘utnadata’ or ‘mulga blossom’, the remote town of Oodnadatta is built on an old trade route through the state of South Australia, used by Indigenous Australians for tens of thousands of years. European settlers braved the intense heat to build railways and telegraph lines along the route, and while it has declined in importance since then, Oodnadatta still sees tourists and miners travelling through.
Temperatures have been known to get up to 50.7°C (123°F), the highest recorded in Australia, and Oodnadatta receives so little rain that a sign there proclaims it to be ‘the driest town of the driest state of the driest continent’.
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Ouargla, Algeria



		Located in the Sahara Desert, Ouargla, also known as Wargla, has existed for nearly a thousand years. While today its economy is mainly built around oil, it was formerly best known as a stop on the routes of camel caravans, and as a starting point for exploring the southern Sahara. It is known for extreme summer heat, sometimes getting as hot as 53.5°C (128°F), and receiving very little rain.
On the other hand, winters are much milder, sometimes even dipping below zero outside the urban heat. The city is surrounded by groves of date palms and vegetable gardens, irrigated with an underground water supply.
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		Bandar-e Mahshahr, Iran



		
An ancient city and port in southwest Iran, Bandar-e Mahshahr was once a small harbour town where neighbouring Arab tribes traded food and textiles. Now, though, it is one of the most important ports in Iran, specialising in oil and gas products from nearby refineries, and serving as a gateway to neighbouring ports. As a result of winds blowing ocean heat inland, it is known for being incredibly hot and humid, with temperatures getting as high as 54°C (129°F), and humidity levels that make the city’s temperatures feel up to 20°C (68°F) hotter than they actually are. To cope, citizens carry bottled water or juice around all the time, stay in the shade in the warmest parts of the day, and rely on powerful air conditioners.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
No.4



		
Tirat Zvi, Israel



		A religious collective settlement known as kibbutz in the northeast of Israel, Tirat Zvi sits 220 metres (722 feet) below sea level in the Beit She’an Valley. In 1942, it recorded a temperature of 54°C (129°F), the highest ever documented in Asia, although some scientists have debated the accuracy of this reading. The town’s main businesses include a meat-packing factory and date farming. Tirat Zvi grows the most date palms in Israel. Along with the dates, they preserve date palm fronds to be used as the ‘lulav’, one of the Four Species (along with citron) that are tied together and waved on each day of the Jewish holiday of Sukkot.
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Ghadamès, Libya



		Ghadamès, known as the pearl of the desert, is one of the oldest cities in North Africa, being first settled 2,400 years ago. The climate reaches average highs of 39.5°C (103°F) in summer, with temperatures sometimes getting as high as 55.2°C (131°F). Listed as a World Heritage site, the thick mud walls and sheltered alleys of the Old City’s traditional architecture protect the occupants from the sweltering summer heat. In fact, most of the city’s inhabitants prefer to live in the older buildings during the summer months, finding them far cooler than the more modern concrete buildings making up the rest of town.
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		‘Aziziya, Libya



		
‘Aziziya, also known as El Azizia, is a small town in north-western Libya, the former capital of the Jafara district and a major regional trade centre. It held the world record for the hottest temperatures on Earth for many years, with a high of 58°C (136°F) recorded in 1922. However, experts have questioned the accuracy of this reading, with the World Meteorological Organisation finding the record illegitimate. Nonetheless, the town is indisputably extremely hot, with summer temperatures regularly reaching 48.8°C (120°F). Because of the intense heat, many of the local shops serve their customers early in the mornings and late into the evenings, staying closed during the middle of the day.
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Furnace Creek, California,
USA



		The aptly-named Furnace Creek is a small settlement of only 24 people in California, serving as the visitor centre and museum of the Death Valley National Park. It holds the record for the highest proven temperature documented on Earth, experiencing a blistering heat of 56.7°C (134°F) on July 10, 1913, as well as the hottest ground temperature of 93.9°C (201°F) in 1972. The ground gets so hot, in fact, that it is possible to fry eggs on the road. Despite the hostile temperatures making the area too hot for most people, many species find ways to live around Death Valley, including desert tortoises that live in underground burrows for most of the year to escape the heat.



	
OEBPS/image/11.png





OEBPS/image/07.jpg





OEBPS/audio/124060-pageAudio.mp3
S

null, track 5

59.184



OEBPS/audio/124065-pageAudio.mp3
S

null, track 10

66.816



OEBPS/audio/124057-pageAudio.mp3
S

null, track 2

56.16



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-9.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-8.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-7.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-6.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-5.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       



OEBPS/audio/124056-pageAudio.mp3
S

null, track 1

43.776



OEBPS/image/06.jpg
. R RN T
i aae
;

{
; {






OEBPS/pt/smil/page-4.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-3.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-2.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-1.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-0.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



OEBPS/image/19.png





OEBPS/pt/audio/page-10.mp3
S

null, track 11

67.632



OEBPS/image/7.png





OEBPS/audio/124066-pageAudio.mp3
S

null, track 11

67.632



OEBPS/image/27.png





OEBPS/audio/124061-pageAudio.mp3
S

null, track 6

56.112



OEBPS/image/05.jpg





OEBPS/image/04.jpg





OEBPS/image/31.png





OEBPS/image/39.png





OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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