
    

    

    
    

  The sun rose as twins Gunnar and Gudrun fed the pig Frekrkjafta inside the longhouse.

  Their father, Ulf Thorson, called from outside:

  "Gunnar, today you will learn the sword."

  Gunnar gulped.

  "I'm no good at fighting."

 


    

  Their father's footsteps thumped closer.

  "Gunnar!"

  "But I want to learn swordplay!" Gudrun cried.

  "I've got to hide," Gunnar hissed and ducked behind a pillar.

  Their father strode inside and folded his arms. "Gunnar, stop hiding. It's time for sword practice."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Gunnar peeked into view.

  'But I don't want to fight.'

  'You're a warrior's son,'the father replied. 'You must help keep the village safe.'

  Gudrun pouted.

  'Why can't I learn to fight instead?'

  'Your mother will teach you your duties,'said the father.

  'But I'm bored with weaving cloth!'

 


    

  'And I don't want to be a warrior,'cried Gunnar. 'I want to be a farmer.'

  'And do what?'spluttered their father. 'Feed pigs all day?'

  'Why not?' asked the twins.

  'King Olaf wants to rule all of Norway,' their father sighed. 'If he attacks Særgard, no pig will save you.'

  But Gunnar stomped his foot. 'I don't want to fight!'

  'Fine!'their father said. 'Don't say I didn't warn you.'

  Then he marched out of the longhouse.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  'I'm going to be a farmer!' Gunnar crowed.

  'But why can't I be a warrior?'asked Gudrun.

  'It won't matter,'replied Gunnar. 'The king will beat the Vikings anyway.'

  But as they stepped outside, the chief's son blocked their path.

  He pointed his finger at Gunnar.

  'You're a coward!'

 


    

  'Go away,Snorri,'Gudrun cried.

  'He'd rather roll in the mud with pigs than fight.'

  'That's not true!' Gunnar cried.

  Snorri raised his chin. 'Then prove it.'

  Gudrun stepped in front of her brother.

  'Just name the place,' she replied.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Snorri sneered.

  'Does your sister always do your fighting for you?

  Gunnar frowned.

  'I fight my own battles!'

  'And Gunnar can beat you any day,' added Gudrun.

  'Is that so?'replied Snorri. 'Then I'll meet him by the brook at noon.'

 


    

  'Good grief,' Gunnar thought but

  stuttered. 'F-fine!'

  Snorri laughed as he strolled away.

  Gunnar scolded his sister:

  'What have you done?'

  'He called you a coward,' said Gudrun.

  'And now I have to fight him,' Gunnar cried.

  'You'll be alright,' said his sister.

  'But I don't know how to use a sword!'

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Later, Gunnar found his father helping to build a ship.

  'Tired of farming already?'he asked.

  'Not yet,' Gunnar replied. 'But will you still teach me the sword?'

  'I'm busy,' his father grunted.

  'But I've got to learn fast.'

  His father lowered the hammer. 'Why?'

  'Snorri Ormrson wants a sword fight.'

  'Ah,' said his father. 'Then good luck.'

 


    

  'Aren't you going to show me how

  to fight?'

  His father laughed. 'Maybe if you throw some seeds at him, he'll run away.'

  'But Snorri is twice my size!'

  Gunnar cried.

  'You said you didn't want to be a warrior. Besides, farmers don't fight...'

  'Fine,' snapped Gunnar. 'I'll beat

  him myself.'

 


  


    

    

    
    


  Gunnar's heart thumped as he and his sister reached the brook. Snorri's friends crowded nearby to watch.

  'I still think you can win,' Gudrun whispered.

  'But I don't know what to do.'

 

    
  'Ready to fight, Gunnar?'shouted Snorri. 'Or are you going to run away?'

  Gunnar trembled as they faced each other.

  'Watch out!' Gudrun cried.

  Snorri lunged first and hit Gunnar's shoulder. Gunnar thrust out his sword

  but missed.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Snorri struck again. His sword poked Gunnar's ribs.

  'Ow!'

  Gunnar drove his sword forward. Snorri dodged it, then knocked the sword from his grip.

  Snorri pointed his sword at Gunnar, while he picked up the other weapon.

 


    

  'I won!'

  'That's mine!' Gunnar cried.

  'You won't need it anymore.' Then with both swords Snorri strutted away.

  'What will you play with now?'

  Gudrun asked.

  Gunnar shrugged.

  'Maybe father will make me another sword.'

 


  


    

    

    
    

  'No,'growled his father by the longhouse fire.'I already made you one.'

  'Snorri won it in the fight,' Gunnar sighed.

  'If you had learnt the sword, you'd still have it,'said his father.

  'How do I get it back?'

  'But farmers don't need swords,'the father replied.

  After dinner, Gunnar cried to Gudrun:'Father won't help!'

 


  


    

    

    
    

  'Mother told a story at the loom today,' said Gudrun. 'The god Freyr fell in love with the beautiful giantess Gerth, but in order to win her love, he had to give away his valued sword. The sword was really special because it was able to fight on its own. He won the love of his life, but lost something really special. Many years later Freyr had to fight the giant Beli, but had no sword.'

  'What did he do?'asked Gunnar.

  'Fought him with a stag's antler and won.'

  'I don't have an antler,'Gunnar wailed.

  'But I could use something else...'

 


  


    

    

    
    

  That night Gunnar stayed up till sunrise thinking of a plan.

  The next morning,Snorri walked by the longhouse with Gunnar's sword.

  Gunnar freed Frekrkjafta from its pen and with a broom in hand, rode the pig out of the longhouse towards him.

 


    

  'Snorri!' Gunnar cried.

  'Give back my sword!'

  The other boy turned to look and yelped.

  A wide-eyed Snorri began to run. 'Help!'

  Gunnar held on tight as Frekrkjafta caught up with his rival.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  But just before they reached him, Snorri slipped on some mud and fell flat on his back.

  Frekrkjafta came to a halt and Gunnar leapt off his steed.

  He pointed the broom at Snorri's chest.

  'Now you won't need this anymore,' Gunnar said.

 


    

  Then he bent down and snatched his sword off Snorri's belt.

  'But you're just a farmer!' spat Snorri.

  'Well,' Gunnar said. 'Farmers can be warriors too.'

  Then he leapt back onto Frekrkjafta and they galloped back to the longhouse.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  As Gunnar returned to the longhouse on Frekrkjafta, he found his father Ulf at the door wearing a proud smile.

  'I won my sword back,' Gunnar cried.

  'It was cleverly done,'his father replied. 'As I knew you would,when you set your mind to it. And now it is time.'

  'For what?'asked Gunnar as he climbed off Frekrkjafta.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  'For you to learn the sword,'his father replied. He patted his son's shoulder as they headed towards the meadow.

  'Can I still be a good farmer?' Gunnar asked.

  His father laughed.

  'One day you'll become a great warrior and farmer- if you're willing to learn.'

  Gunnar grinned.

  'Then let the training begin!'
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
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      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
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      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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