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The world is full of many fascinating and unusual places, some of which can seem too strange to be real!
Although some of those presented in this book can seem like the wild dreams of an artist, they all actually exist. While a couple of them did have some human involvement in their current appearance, the majority of these places are entirely created by the forces of nature.
Some of them are eerie and foreboding, others are enchantingly beautiful, and some are just plain bizarre, but all of them are among the strangest places in the world.
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		#1 Crooked Forest, Poland



		
The Crooked Forest (Krzywy Las) in Poland is known for its strangely bent trees. All 400 of the trees bend towards the north just above ground level, then curve back upright.
Why they are bent this way remains a mystery. The forest was mostly planted in the 1930s near the village of Nowe Czarnowo, but as it was destroyed during World War Two it is unknown if the villagers made the trees grow that way to produce curved timber for furniture or shipbuilding.
There have also been suggestions that snowstorms or a unique gravitational field in the area made the trees grow a certain way, but it is generally believed that humans somehow caused the strange shape of these trees.
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		#2 Cave of the Crystals, Mexico



		
The Cave of the Crystals (Cueva de los Cristales) was discovered by miners in the year 2000, inside the Naica lead and zinc mine. The massive crystals, made of a mineral called selenite, are some of the largest ever discovered, with the biggest being 12 metres (39 feet) long and 4 metres (13 feet) wide.
The crystals grew in the mineral-rich water that fills the cave, which needed to be drained when the cave was explored. When the cave was accessible, it was extremely hot, reaching up to 58°C (136°F) with a humidity level of 90–99%, which makes it hard to spend longer than ten minutes in the cave without protective clothing. This means that most people have only seen the cave in photos and documentaries.
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		#3 The Sea of Stars, Maldives



		
The island of Vaadhoo, part of the Raa Atoll in the Maldives, is a tiny island that is home to less than 500 people. However, it is known around the world for its beaches, which on some nights light up in what is called the sea of stars. This beautiful glittering blue effect is caused by little organisms called dinoflagellates, a type of phytoplankton. The dinoflagellates light up when they produce toxins that keep away predators.
This blue glow, also called bioluminescence, only happens in Vaadhoo depending on temperatures and how many plankton had grown on that particular year, although the locals believe that it happens most often in late summer.
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		#4 Socotra, Yemen



		
Socotra in Yemen is the largest of four islands making up the Socotra archipelago between the Guardafui Channel and the Arabian Sea. It is famous for being the home of nearly 700 species of plants and animals, many of which are found nowhere else on Earth.
One of the strangest species on this island is the dragon’s blood tree, a tree that appears to be shaped like an umbrella or a mushroom. The dragon’s blood tree gets its name from its red sap, which can be used as a dye or to varnish wooden furniture. A slightly more common but equally bizarre plant is the desert rose, which has a massive bulbous trunk and a tiny tuft of leaves and branches at the top, which bursts into flower when the rains come.
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		#5 Vinicunca, Peru



		
Also known as the Rainbow Mountain, Vinicunca is a part of the Andes range in Peru and rises about 5,200 metres (17,000 feet) above sea level. The mountain has become massively famous in the last decade for its colourful stripes in bright shades of red, green and yellow, which, while present in many of the other mountains in the region are at their clearest here.
The bright colours of the mountain are caused by minerals like Chlorite (green), Ferric sulphide (yellow) and oxidised limonite (red) being exposed by erosion and reacting with the air. The mountain is considered sacred to local Peruvians, with thousands of the Quechua people travelling there every year for a religious festival.
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		#6 Lake Natron, Tanzania



		
In the Rift Valley in East Africa is Lake Natron, a saltwater lake which is home to a critically endangered species of flamingo and hell on Earth to most other living things.
The lake appears to be blood red during the dry season, when water evaporates and leaves higher levels of salt that create the ideal conditions for tiny but deadly cyanobacteria to breed. To make things even more unpleasant, the specific salt in the lake is a mix including limestone blasted out of volcanoes millions of years ago, which dries out bodies and prevents them from rotting. Any animals that fall in are preserved as eerie, statue-like figures that sometimes wash up upon the lake shores.
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		#7 Jellyfish Lake, Palau



		
Jellyfish Lake or Ongeim’l Tketau as it is known in Palauan is one of 70 marine lakes that can be found in the southern portion of the Palau archipelago. These marine lakes were formed by glaciers during the last ice age, which left behind an inland lake connected to the ocean by an underwater passage through the surrounding limestone rock. This particular marine lake is almost 30 metres (100 feet) deep and is home to millions of jellyfish that migrate through the lake every day to avoid being eaten by local sea anemone.
Two main species live in the lake, the golden jelly and the rare moon jelly. These species have a sting so mild that it is almost undetectable and are safe for visitors to go snorkelling with.
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		#8 Wulingyuan Scenic Area, China



		
The Wulingyuan Scenic Area is a range of national parks in Central China, not far from the major cities of Shanghai, Guangzhou and Beijing. It is home to many rare species of plants and animals, but it is most famous for nearly 3,000 sandstone pillars and peaks.
These towering natural structures, which resemble traditional Chinese pen-and-ink landscapes, were formed by different mixes of limestone and sandstone under the ocean sixty million years ago. As the land rose above the ocean, the softer limestone eroded away over millions of years, while the hard sandstones cracked apart without the surrounding rock, leaving behind spectacular pillars.
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		#9 Spotted Lake, Canada



		
The Spotted Lake, known as Kliluk by the indigenous people of the region, is a large lake in Similkameen Valley of British Columbia in Canada. The lake is known for its bright colours, and the ways in which it changes shape and colour throughout the year.
These shifts in appearance are caused by the lake containing a mixture of chemicals such as magnesium sulphate, calcium and sodium sulphates. In the summer, the majority of the water evaporates, leaving large pools coloured by the different minerals, especially the magnesium sulphate. The other minerals harden and form walkways between the pools, giving the lake its strange spotted appearance.
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		#10 Caño Cristales, Colombia



		
Considered among the prettiest rivers in the world the Caño Cristales flows through the national park of Serrania de la Macarena in Colombia.
For most of the year, it appears very similar to most other rivers, but for a brief period between September and November, it undergoes a magical transformation. This period between the wet and dry seasons provides the perfect growing conditions for various kinds of algae, such as the brilliantly red Macarenia clavigera, that paint the water in stunning colours.
The rainbow waters flow gently through a course of pools, falls and rock formations, all surrounded by the lush greenery of the nearby rainforest.
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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