
    

    

    
    

  As the cock crowed, Gudrun and Gunnar saw their father off as he set sail on a raid.

  "But what about swordplay?" asked Gunnar.

  "You must practise while I'm gone, "their father Ulf replied. "When you're ready, you can join us."

  Gudrun frowned." When can I go on a raid?"

 

    

  "Your mother will tell you when," replied their father.

  "But she only lets me do chores!" Gudrun said.

  Their father took off his necklace and gave it to her. "Then your task is to look after this while I'm away."

  After their father boarded the boat, the twins headed back to the longhouse.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "That necklace has runes on it," said Gunnar.

  "What does it say?" Gudrun asked.

  Before Gunnar could reply, their mother Sigrid peered out from the longhouse. "Gudrun!"

  "Oh, no!" Gudrun muttered. But there was nowhere to hide.

  "You're late for your chores," cried their mother.

  "Why can't I stay with Gunnar?" Gudrun asked.

  "You have your duties," said their mother.

  "I don't want to work inside all day."

  "Good," said the mother. "You can milk the goat outdoors."

  "Ugh!" Gudrun cried.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Outside the longhouse, she sat with a bucket to milk the goat, Slidrughorn.

  "I want to go on raids, too!" Gudrun whined.

  Gunnar shrugged. "I'm not going either."

  "But you don't even like battles," Gudrun cried.

  "I'm sure Mother will let you go one day."

  "How could I when she only lets me milk goats?"

 

    

  Just then, Auda, Snorri's friend rounded the corner.

  "Such smelly creatures," she scoffed. "I would never milk a goat."

  "You couldn't anyway," Gudrun replied.

  "My father's bringing me gold from the raid," said Auda. "What's your father

  getting you?"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Gunnar shrugged. "Nothing ..."

  "Pity," sighed Auda. "But what would you expect from a goatherd?"

  Gudrun stood up. "Father gave me this necklace."

  It glittered in the sunlight.

  Auda's eyes narrowed. "You stole it."

  "She did not!" Gunnar cried.

 

    

  "It's too pretty for a goat-girl," Auda sneered.

  "Take that back!" But as Gudrun stepped forward, she kicked over the bucket.

  Milk poured onto the ground. "It's all wasted," she gasped.

  Auda laughed. "You're not even a good milkmaid." Then she skipped away.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  In the longhouse, her mother Sigrid cried:"Now what will we drink?"

  "It was an accident," sighed Gudrun.

  "If you had taken your tasks seriously this would not have happened," said her mother.

  "But raids are exciting," replied Gudrun. "Chores are not."

  Mother Sigrid folded her arms. "And who do you think makes the sails for the boat?"

  "Fine," said Gudrun. "I'll never talk about raids again."

  But she watched Gunnar practise his sword and sobbed, "It's not fair."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  At dawn, Gudrun awoke to help her mother at the loom.

  "You're up early," her mother said. "But where's your necklace?"

  Gudrun felt her neck. "It's gone!"

  She searched her bed, then the longhouse floor but still could not find it.

  Gunnar approached her. "What's wrong?"

   

 


    

  "I've lost the necklace," cried Gudrun.

  "But you had it on last night."

  "Then where could it have gotten to?"

  "You don't think someone took it ..." said Gunnar.

  "But who?" Gudrun replied.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Later, while Sigrid was ploughing the soil with her oxen with the twins helping her steer, Auda strolled past. She was wearing a necklace.

  "That looks familiar," said Gunnar.

  Gudrun's heart thumped. "Because it's mine!"

  "Are you sure?" asked their mother.

 

    

  "Well, the runes look the same ..."

  "Why don't you ask her?"

  Gunnar replied.

  Gudrun darted across the field.

  "But we haven't finished!" their mother cried.

  "I'll be back," Gudrun replied.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Where did you get that necklace?" she asked Auda.

  "Do you like it?" said Auda. "My father made it for me."

  "That looks like mine," said Gudrun.

  "But it looks better on me."

 

    

  Gudrun reached to snatch it, but Auda held her off. "I'll tell the chief and you'll get into trouble ..."

  "Give it back!" Gudrun cried.

  "It's mine now," Auda hissed and then skipped away.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Back in the longhouse Gudrun cried to her brother.

  "Auda won't return it. I'll never get it back now."

  "Once," said Gunnar, "father told me about the goddess Freya's necklace."

  "She had one?" Gudrun asked.

 

    

  "Yes," replied Gunnar. "Freya was in love with gold, silver and other shiny things. Her most treasured possession was a necklace, called Brisingamen. One night, Loki, the trickster god, turned into a flea,

  went in her bedroom, bit her on the cheek and stole the necklace."

  "Did sheget it back?"

  "Freya asked Heimdallr, the Watchman of the Norse gods, to help her retrieve the necklace. Him and Loki turned into seals and fought until finally Heimdallr won and brought the necklace back to her."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Gudrun stared. "I can't turn into a seal!"

  "But you could fight Auda," said Gunnar.

  "She'll tell the chief," Gudrun replied. "But I could go on my own raid in disguise ..."

  That evening she hatched a plan.

 

    

  At night Gudrun took her mother's cloak of falcon feathers.

  Then she and Gunnar crept up to Auda's longhouse.

  Gudrun climbed onto Gunnar's shoulders, and then draped the cloak over them both.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  They ducked inside the open door, and stood over Auda's bed.

  "Auda ..." Gudrun moaned. "Wake up!"

  Auda awoke and gasped at the troll that loomed over her.

  "I am the troll of Brisingamen," said Gudrun. "Your necklace is cursed ..."

  "It is?" squeaked Auda. "H-how do I break the spell?"

 

    

  "Return it by dawn," Gudrun groaned. "Or you'll turn into a seal ..."

  Gunnar started to wobble underneath. "Hurry up!" he hissed.

  "I'll do it first thing," Auda cried. "I promise!"

  The twins teetered out of the longhouse, just before Gudrun tumbled off.

  "Hope it works," she giggled as they raced to their longhouse.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Before sunrise, Gudrun yawned as she milked their other goat, Svidrhof.

  Finally, Auda marched up towards her.

  "You lost this," she said and flung the necklace at Gudrun.

 

    
  Gudrun caught it. "About time."

  "Now you can turn into a seal," Auda cried.

  Gudrun clasped it around her neck. Nothing happened.

  "Guess I'm still a goat-girl," she replied as Auda screamed at the trick.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Later, Gudrun brought her mother the milk.

  "Auda returned the necklace?" she asked.

  Gudrun shrugged. "Maybe the idea just ... came in the night."

  Soon, the Viking boat returned and the twins dashed to greet their father.

 


    

  "I kept the necklace safe," said Gudrun.

  "But what do the runes say?" Gunnar asked.

  Their father smiled. " A brave Viking is also wise."
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
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      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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