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Despite Denmark being a small country with a population of just under six million people, it has managed to have a major impact on the history and culture of both Europe and the world. From Viking raiders sailing as far as the Americas, to the popular stories of writers like Hans Christian Andersen, to products like the famous building toy LEGO, Denmark has certainly made its mark. Because of this long and colourful history, it is difficult to narrow down the most essential places to visit, but we’ll try to highlight some of the best. Here are the top 10 places to visit in Denmark.
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The capital city of Denmark, Copenhagen, has many historical streets and squares which can be experienced by riding through the streets on one of the city’s thousands of public bicycles. The waterways of the city also offer great adventures, including sailing down the centuries-old canal of Nyhavn to see the colourful buildings in which Hans Christian Andersen lived and worked. For visitors wanting to try something more thrilling, Copenhagen is home to two of the oldest amusement parks in the world: Bakken, the oldest park, opened in 1583 and is home to a number of thrill rides and arcades; and the Tivoli Amusement Park, which combines modern rides and theatre with a charmingly old-fashioned feel which helped inspire Disneyland. Outside the city, you can see the two thousand deer living in the Jægersborg Dyrehaven, or clamber through the treetops in Camp Adventure, a climbing park deep in the forest.



		Copenhagen
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House, a huge building shaped like a cluster of Lego bricks, which contains an interactive museum dedicated to the toy and its history. There you can build your own models and minifigures in various displays. The Legoland Amusement Park nearby offers a number of rides for you to try. After the rides you can enjoy models of monuments and landmarks from all over the world.



		
Billund is best known as the home of the world-famous building blocks made by the Lego Group. Founded by the Danish carpenter Ole Kirk Christiansen who became a toymaker in the 1940s, Lego draws its name from the Danish words leg godt or ‘Play well’. Despite its humble beginnings, today Lego is one of the most popular toys on the planet. A recent addition to Billund is the new Lego



		Billund
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		The town’s Viking history can be studied in the Ribe’s Vikinger museum, which shows treasures found nearby. In May the VikingeCentre holds a big Viking Market with actors in costumes doing mock fights, or making handicrafts and food from the Viking period. Outside the town, you can go canoeing on the river, and watch hundreds of thousands of migrating starlings dance through the air above Ribe’s marshlands.



		
Ribe is the oldest town in Denmark. It was first built around 710 CE as a Viking marketplace and continued to be a major trading spot for nearly a thousand years. This long history can be seen in the narrow, cobblestone streets of the old town centre. You can tour them either in the daytime or in the evening with the night watchman, still singing and telling old stories as he follows his centuries-old route.



		Ribe
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		This connection to the ocean is explored further in the Fisheries and Maritime Museum. Home to live fishes and seals, the museum also organises exhibits on everything from the history of the fishing industry to the ocean’s role in the Second World War. Esbjerg is also near the World Heritage-listed Wadden Sea National Park, a huge and unique landscape of tidal flats. You can go and see Denmark’s largest population of the common seal, as well as many other animals, on boat tours, or go for a hike in the surrounding dykes and marshes. You can even go hunting for oysters!



		Home to one of the largest wind farms in the world, Esbjerg is a major centre of the energy industry and is also Denmark’s youngest town. Staring out from the town’s coast into the ocean is a colossal sculpture complex of four seated men, each 9 metres (30 feet) tall. The sculptures, called ‘Man Meets the Sea’, are by the local artist Svend Wiig Hansen and they represent the connection between people and nature.



		Esbjerg and
the Wadden Sea
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		Behind the shimmering moat and imposing towers, the castle houses a number of fascinating artworks. Some of them are gold and silk tapestries depicting a thousand years of history and mythology, and the centuries-old statue of national hero Ogier the Dane sitting in the gloomy depths of the dungeons. Inside the castle you’ll find the maritime museum, which has a 440-year-old ship’s biscuit!



		
A busy port town, Helsingør is best known for its castle, Kronborg. It is a gloomy structure where William Shakespeare’s famous play Hamlet takes place. While a castle has stood on the site since the 1400s, the current castle dates from the 1640s, and was used both as a royal residence and as a tollhouse for Helsingør’s harbour.



		Helsingør
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Better known as one of Europe’s biggest rock music festivals, Roskilde is also home to the Roskilde Domkirke which is Denmark’s most famous cathedral and the burial site of 37 of its rulers. The city is also home to the Viking Ship Museum, where five Viking ships, all nearly a thousand years old, are on display after centuries beneath the ocean. The museum also houses a vibrant community of re-enactors who build Viking-style ships using historically accurate materials and techniques. You can even sail aboard one of them! The nearby Roskilde Fjord contains thirty islands and is one of the most beautiful and well-preserved landscapes in Denmark, being home to many species of plants and animals, which makes it a perfect place to sail down and explore.



		Roskilde
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		The town is also home to the Funen Village, an open-air museum devoted to rural life in the past, and the train museum, which houses a collection of locomotives from the 19th century. Outside Odense, you can explore the grand Egeskov Castle which is one of the best preserved in Europe. If you hike up the Svanninge Hills, which are called the Alps of Funen, you’ll get stunning views of the surrounding islands. Among these, nearby Ærø is a relaxing island filled with quaint little towns of colourful houses, all run entirely by renewable energy.



		
Funen is the third largest of Denmark’s islands. It is best known as the birthplace of Hans Christian Andersen, the world-famous writer of classic fairy tales such as ‘The Little Mermaid’, ‘The Snow Queen’ and ‘The Ugly Duckling’. In the town of Odense, people can visit the house Andersen was born in, and see a number of exhibits and shows devoted to his life and the classic tales which made him famous.



		Funen
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The island of Møn has unusually dramatic scenery for the relatively flat Denmark. It is famous for the spectacular white chalk cliffs. These cliffs are surrounded by gnarled beech forests and beaches strewn with fossils, making them a wonderful place to hike around and explore. The nearby GeoCentre Møns Klint features interactive displays explaining how the cliffs were formed millions of years ago, along with kinds of strange creatures that lived in the ocean when the cliffs were formed. Not far from the cliffs are the 18th-century Gardens of Liselund, a beautiful collection of plants with a network of streams, waterfalls and pools. There peacocks roam among monuments like a Chinese pagoda with jingling bells, a Greek ruin and an Egyptian pyramid. Another historical wonder on Møn is a total of 119 ancient tombs housing dark passageways dug deep underground nearly 4,000 years ago.



		Møn
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Despite still having a pleasant feel of a small town, Aarhus is actually Denmark’s second biggest city. It is a major centre of culture and the arts, so it has a number of museums with buildings that are just as interesting as the cultural treasures inside. One of the most popular is the ARoS Art Museum, which has a rainbow walkway circling the roof where visitors may view the city through a variety of colours. The Old Town (Den Gamle By) is an open-air museum focusing on urban life back in the days. It also has a bakery producing food based on authentic 17th-century recipes! Outside the town, the Marselisborg Forests offer a pleasant green belt ideal for hiking and cycling. You can also take a look at the rose gardens of Marselisborg Palace or try some of the massive rides at the Tivoli Friheden fairgrounds.



		Aarhus
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		Another natural landmark near Skagen is Grenen, the northernmost point of Denmark, where the Baltic and the North Seas meet in a wild crash of waves. These natural wonders and the town’s rugged beauty make it a very popular place for artists to paint, and their famous Skagen Paintings are on display in Skagen’s museum. This artistic legacy can also be seen in fuzzier recreations in the Teddy Bear Museum, along with adorable displays such as teddies having tea parties and riding hot air balloons!



		
A seaside fishing port at the very top of Jutland, Skagen is most famous for Råbjerg Mile, the largest sand dunes in Denmark. These hills of sand, some reaching 40 metres (130 feet) in height, have been slowly drifting northeast for the last 500 years, and are great for hiking. One of the most famous places on the dunes is Den Tilsandede Kirke, the half-buried tower of a church which slowly sank beneath the sand until it was finally abandoned over 200 years ago.



		Skagen
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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