
    

    

    
    

  Once upon a time, there lived a man and his wife in a small cottage by the river. They were very poor and had almost nothing. But poor as they were, they never complained. They were happy with their lives and thankful for whatever little they did have. And soon they were even happier when they welcomed a baby boy.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  This was no ordinary baby boy. He had a birthmark in the shape of a star on his right cheek. His parents felt that this was a good sign. And they were right. Soon after the boy's birth, three fairies visited the shabby cottage.

  "Your son will grow up to marry a princess one day. The star on his cheek is a proof of this." His parents were happy for their son.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  But, the news of the fairies' prophecy soon reached the king.

  "What, a poor farm boy marry my only daughter? I will not allow it," he declared. So he came up with a plan to get rid of the boy.

  The king travelled to the village to visit the boy's parents.

  The poor man and his wife were surprised to see the king at their door. They bowed their heads and meekly asked, "What can we do for you, your Highness?"

 

    

  "I heard you have a baby boy that is destined for great things. Will you allow me to take your son to the castle and raise him there as my own?" asked the king.

  The boy's parents didn't know what to say. They didn't want to give their son to the king but they knew that he could offer him a much better life than they could. After some time pondering, they finally agreed.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The king took the boy with him and rode off. He had lied to the boy's parents. He never intended to raise the boy as his own. Instead, he planned to lock him in a tower of his castle until his daughter was grown and wed to a prince.

  As they rode past the river, the horse jerked, and the basket carrying the baby boy fell into the water.

  "The boy will never survive in the cold water," said the king and he rode away.

  But, the baby boy did survive. He floated down the river and came ashore at the mill. The miller and his wife found the baby, took pity on him and raised the boy as their own.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  After many years, the king visited the mill to buy flour for his kingdom.

  He saw a strong-looking young man grinding grain. "Is that your son?" asked the king.

  "I raised him as my own, yes, but he is not mine," said the miller. "I found him floating on the river and took pity on the boy. He's been a part of our family ever since."

  The king realised that it was the same boy from all those years ago so he crafted another plan.

 

    

  "I need to send an important note to the queen. Can your son deliver it to her?" asked the king.

  "Why, of course," said the miller. "My son would be happy to help the king."

  The king gave the young man a note and sent him off. But what the boy didn't know was that the note instructed the queen to lock the boy in a tower as soon as he arrived.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The young man made his way through the forest with the note in his hand. After walking for hours he grew tired and needed to rest. He came across a ramshackle hut. He knocked on the door and an old woman answered.

  "Can I please come in and rest?" asked the young man.

  "You would do better to get far away from here," said the old woman. "This is a robber's hut and bad things will happen if you stay here."

  "I am so tired that I will take my chances," said the young man. The old woman let him in, and the boy soon found a place to sleep.

  When the robbers returned, they found the young man and his note. They read the note and felt sorry for the young man. So they tore up the note and wrote a new one. This one instructed the queen to marry the princess with the young man as soon as he arrived, on the king's order. When the young man woke, the robbers were gone and he was on his way to the castle once more.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Shortly after, the young man delivered the note to the queen. When the queen told him that he would marry the princess he was surprised but he agreed. And wedding preparations were soon underway. When the king returned, he was angry that the young man had not been locked in the tower as his note instructed. He then came up with another plan to get rid of the boy. He would send him on an impossible task.

  "Prove to me that you are worthy of marrying my daughter, the princess. Go pluck three golden hairs from the giant king's head. If you do this, I will gladly give you my blessing," said the king.

  "I will do it," said the young man.

  The young man will never succeed, thought the king. He will never marry my daughter.

  But the young man was determined to make the king proud so he packed his bags and went to see the giant king.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  On his way to the giant king's cave, the boy passed through a city. There he met a city guard.

  "What is your trade?" asked the city guard. "What do you know?"

  "I know everything," said the young man.

  "Then please, tell us. We have a fountain in the marketplace which has no more water and only runs dry. Why is this so?" asked the guard.

  "I'm in a hurry but I promise I will tell you on my return," said the young man.

  "Do so, and you will have all the gold you can carry," said the guard.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Soon, the young man passed through a second city.

  "What is your trade?" asked the city guard. "What do you know?"

  "I know everything," said the young man.

  "Then please, tell us. Why does our tree not grow? It once bore golden fruit. Now, it does not grow anything, not even leaves, said the guard.

  "I'm in a hurry but I promise, I will tell you on my return," said the young man.

  "Do so, and you will have all the rubies you can carry," said the guard.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  After passing the two cities, the young man came across a great lake where a boatman ferried passengers. He got into the boat.

  "What is your trade?" asked the boatman. "What do you know?"

  "I know everything," said the young man.

  "Then please, tell me. Why am I bound to this boat? How can I ever be free?" asked the boatman.

  "I'm in a hurry but I promise, I will tell you on my return," said the young man.

  "Do so, and you will have all the emeralds you can carry," said the boatman and rowed to the other side of the lake.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The boy finally reached the giant king’s cave. He snuck inside but the giant king’s grandmother saw him.

  "What do you seek?" asked the giantess.

  "Three golden hairs from the giant king’s head," said the young man.

  "You run a great risk," said the giantess.

 

    

  "I do it for the love of a princess," said the young man. "And if only I could also find out why a fountain does not run, a tree is bare, and a boatman is trapped, then I would be able to help others, too."

  "I will help you," said the giantess. "Hide behind this cabinet and wait for my sign."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  When the giant king returned he sniffed the air.

  "I smell a human," he said.

  "You have had a long day," his grandmother said. "Why would there be a human here?! Go to sleep and rest your muddled head."

  The giant soon fell asleep. When he was in a deep sleep, his grandmother plucked one of the golden hairs. The giant woke up screaming.

  "There, there," said the giantess. "You had a bad dream. Something about a fountain running dry."

  "Hmm," said the giant. "I was probably dreaming about the frog in the fountain. If it is removed, the fountain will flow again."

  The giant soon fell back asleep.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  When he was back in a deep sleep, his grandmother plucked yet another one of the golden hairs. The giant woke up screaming.

  "There, there," said the giantess. "You had a bad dream. Something about a tree which bears no fruit."

  "Hmm," said the giant. "I was probably dreaming about the mouse which gnaws at the roots of the tree. Get rid of the mouse, and the tree will bear fruit once more."

  The giant soon fell back asleep.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  When he was in a deep sleep once more, his grandmother plucked a third golden hair. The giant woke up screaming.

  "There, there," said the giantess. "You had a bad dream. Something about a boatman who was bound to his boat."

  "Hmm," said the giant. "I was probably dreaming about the poor boatman who is stuck. If only he passed his oars to someone else, he would be free, while the other person would be stuck."

  The giant soon fell back asleep.

  When the giant was in a deep sleep once more, the giantess called for the young man to come out. She gave him the three golden hairs and told him the answers to his questions.

  "You have the hairs, and you have the answers," said the giantess. "Now, be on your way."

  "Thank you," said the boy.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The boy returned across the lake and as promised, told the boatman the answer to his question.

  "Hand your oars to another, and they will be bound to the boat while you are free."

  "Thank you," said the boatman. He gave the boy all the emeralds he could carry.

 

    

  The boy returned through the second city and as promised, told the city guard the answer to his question.

  "Get rid of the mouse which gnaws at the roots and the tree will bear fruit once more."

  "Thank you," said the city guard. He gave the boy as many rubies as he could carry.

  The boy returned through the first city and as promised, told the city guard the answer to his question.

  "Remove the frog which is stuck in the fountain, and it will flow again."

  "Thank you," said the city guard. He gave the boy all the gold he could carry.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The boy returned to the castle with all his riches and gave the golden hairs to the king. The king was surprised that the boy had succeeded and gleamed at his riches.

  He realised that the young man truly was worthy of becoming a prince. "I did not believe that you would succeed," said the king remorsefully.

  "I was wrong for ever thinking you unworthy. You have my blessing to marry my daughter."

 

    
  The king then told the young man about everything he had done and begged for his forgiveness. The young man forgave the king and asked to meet his parents. The king happily agreed.

  So the young man sent word of his wedding to the miller and his wife, while the king sent a carriage to bring the boy's parents.

  Soon enough, everyone gathered in the palace ballroom for the wedding.

  The young man married a princess, just like the fairies had prophesied and everyone was happy.
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    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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