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While many jobs are important and some can be pretty interesting, a lot of people feel like going to work every day can be quite boring. However, for some, going to work means hair-raising experiences that get their hearts racing. Some of these professions involve visiting incredible places and doing things every day that people spend their lifetimes dreaming of, while others are absolutely terrifying careers where people put their lives on the line on a daily basis. Find out more about just some of the most thrilling jobs out there, and how people go about getting them.
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For people who love going underwater, there is an enormous variety of jobs that require professional divers. Most people who choose diving as their specific profession are involved in the construction industry, performing tasks like welding and drilling underwater to help build, clean and repair structures like docks, pipelines or bridges. However, there are many other jobs which need people to do work underwater, from studying marine wildlife in its natural habitat, to harvesting and clearing nets in aquaculture farms, to military divers specialising in bomb disposal and salvaging materials lost at sea. Many of these fields need other skills and qualifications, but there is a lot of work out there for those passionate about diving.



		#10: Professional Diver
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Even though more people are killed or injured in car accidents than while flying, transporting large numbers of people through the air can still be dangerous. Because of the danger, pilots need to pass many tests and gain a number of licenses to work for commercial airlines, including up to 1,500 hours of flight experience in some countries. They also need to have excellent communications skills to interact with passengers, crew and air traffic control. The ability to cope well under pressure is also essential, especially if they end up becoming a flight captain as people will look to them for guidance in an emergency. However, pilots get the thrill of controlling massive machines as they shoot into the clouds and drift around the world, seeing all kinds of incredible places.



		#9: Airline Pilot
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Becoming a zoologist is the perfect job for animal lovers. A kind of biologists who study living creatures, zoologists observe animals both in their natural habitat and in captivity to learn about everything from the food they eat to the illnesses they catch. There are many different kinds of zoologists, specialising in specific kinds of animals that interest them, such as ornithologists who study birds, and ichthyologists who study fishes. Zoologists must endure extreme environments and sometimes dangerous weather conditions, often far away from civilisation, and deal with the deadliest animals on the planet on a regular basis. However, they get to meet many fascinating creatures and work to save endangered species from the threat of extinction.



		#8: Zoologist
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While it can be sad to say goodbye to some old buildings, it is necessary to clear space for new structures, or to tear down unsafe structures so no one gets hurt. Whatever the reason, it is up to demolition workers to salvage parts worth saving before destroying the structure and clearing up the remains to free up the area for builders. Demolition workers get to use a number of means to destroy old structures, with smaller tools like pickaxes, and sledgehammers make it easier to save useful materials like bricks. Heavy machinery, such as wrecking balls and bulldozers, makes it easy to break down structures quickly, and for some larger buildings workers even use explosives! This can be dangerous, especially when using explosives around tall buildings like skyscrapers, so demolition workers need to follow all safety precautions to avoid injuring civilians.



		#7: Demolition Worker
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For people with a love of the great outdoors and extreme sports, there can be few better careers than sharing that enjoyment with other people. Adventure sports instructors teach people how to take part in thrilling outdoor activities. From leaping out of planes to go skydiving and plunging into the depths of the ocean with scuba gear, to rafting through wild rapids and climbing the world’s highest peaks, this career lets instructors share the most incredible experiences imaginable. Instructors need to be calm under pressure, experienced with the sports they are teaching and very cautious. These sports are dangerous at the best of times, and instructors cannot afford to make mistakes.



		#6 Adventure Sports Instructor
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While the ocean can appear calm and serene from land, those chasing a career in fishing need to be ready for a rough time of it. Fishermen and women need to brave wild weather conditions like storms and gales on the way out to sea, live in cramped conditions for weeks and even months at a time, perform a great deal of manual labour, and deal with the blood and guts when preparing fish for sale. In addition, fishermen must be able to deal with catching potentially dangerous species like the swordfish, with its long, sharp bill used to slash at its prey, especially when using small-scale and traditional methods like handline and harpoon fishing. However, despite the risks, fishermen get to spend lives sailing across the open ocean, and the thrill of the catch can make the toughest struggles seem worthwhile.



		#5: Fisherman
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As scientists who study volcanoes, it is up to volcanologists to figure out when, why and how eruptions happen, so that they can get people prepared if a nearby volcano shows signs of erupting. Most volcanologists work at different universities and government agencies, and a lot of their work involves analysing rock samples and modelling eruptions using computer programs, which is important work but might not seem exciting. However, volcanologists often need to travel to remote and exotic locations where they get close and personal to active volcanoes. Toxic gases and blistering lava flows make this very dangerous work, on top of the normal dangers in scientific field work like falls and crashes, but the chance to save lives and study such an exciting part of the planet makes it worthwhile for many.



		#4: Volcanologist
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Whenever you see people doing dangerous things in movies, you are probably watching a stunt performer in action. These highly skilled professionals perform scenes too dangerous for normal actors to carry out, from car crashes to fights and falls from great heights. Normally, every stunt is carefully planned out to be as safe as possible but still an incredibly risky career path to take, as performers are among the only people at risk of dying during production. Becoming a stunt performer requires years of training, including lessons in physical feats known as ‘tumbling’, performing while suspended on wires, how to use weapons like swords, and even how to safely perform while on fire! Often, they get started as performers in live shows at places like theme parks, before working their way up to bigger roles which can see them become part of beloved films and series.



		#3: Stunt Performer
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Widely seen as the most heroic people out there, firefighters risk their lives fighting horrific blazes to keep people and their homes safe. Firefighters need to be ready to work at any hour to combat fires, sometimes staying awake for days at a time when dealing with particularly massive blazes. Temperatures can get hot enough to melt plastics, which means that firefighters have to deal with toxic fumes, and clouds of smoke sometimes get so thick that firefighters find themselves working in the dark. As well as being physically fit, good at teamwork, and cool under pressure, firefighters need to have a good understanding of the science behind how fires work. For example, by knowing that all fires need a ‘fire triangle’ of air, heat and fuel, firefighters can target sides of the triangle to suppress the fire.



		#2: Firefighter
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The ultimate dream job, many people imagine being able to leave the Earth and venture into outer space to explore the stars, but sadly very few people have been able to make it. In fact, there have only been around 500 people to venture into outer space since explorers first travelled out there, and these are from just a handful of countries. Those lucky enough to be chosen will need to spend years training to prepare for the months they will spend in space, including how to live in zero-gravity environments. While a lot of an astronaut’s work at the moment involves conducting repairs and experiments in the International Space Station, there are currently plans to send people back to the Moon, to begin a voyage to visit the planet Mars and possibly even further out into space. For those who make it, who knows what the future will hold?



		#1: Astronaut
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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