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		There are plenty of animals around the world which can be called dangerous, from vicious predators that maul their prey to parasites that eat them from the inside out. Even humans have been called one of the deadliest species! But the most dangerous animals in the world, or at least the most dangerous to humans, aren’t always the ones you expect.



		Sometimes, normally peaceful animals will turn aggressive when they or their young are under attack, and small and seemingly harmless creatures can turn out to be far deadlier than they look. Take a look at just some of the most dangerous animals on Earth.
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		Saltwater Crocodile



		
One of the two most dangerous crocodile species, saltwater crocodiles are found all throughout Southeast Asia and Australia, where they are sometimes known as ‘salties’. These crocodiles dwell mainly in mangrove swamps and river mouths, and unlike other species of crocodiles they have been tracked swimming into the open ocean. They can reach astonishing lengths of over 6 metres (20 feet), and they have the strongest bite of any known animal. Saltwater crocodiles have been known to attack humans for a number of reasons, with many appearing to be either defending their territory or mistaking humans for other animals; people are more likely to survive these kinds of attacks. However, when saltwater crocodiles treat humans as prey, their speed and strength make surviving a direct attack very difficult.
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		Bull Shark



		
While sharks are not as dangerous as is sometimes thought, they can still be aggressive and territorial animals and are deadly predators. In particular, scientists consider the bull shark, found in coastal waters around the world, to be the most dangerous to humans. Bull sharks can grow over 2 metres (6.5 feet) tall and are so aggressive that many aquariums refuse to display them, as they can kill any other animal in their environment.



		
Normally, bull sharks hunt for other marine animals such as large fish, dolphins, and even other shark species, using their agile movements to chase down their prey and sometimes even head-butting to stun before attacking. However, attacks have been reported everywhere from Australia to India, where they have either mistaken humans or boats for prey or have attacked out of curiosity.
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		Poison Dart Frog



		
These brightly-coloured frogs, also known as poison arrow frogs, can be found in the tropical rainforests and swamps of Central and South America, and come in many different colours. However, the colours act as a display called aposematism, which warns predators not to try and eat them. The colours are in part caused by the toxins just beneath the skins of these frogs, which they are able to make by eating a diet of bugs such as mites, ants and centipedes. The most dangerous of the species, the golden poison frog, is so toxic that its poison can kill up to 20 people!



		The indigenous people of Colombia once used the toxins of these frogs to make poisoned darts for their blowguns, giving these small but deadly creatures their name.
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		Hippopotamus



		
Although they can look big and clumsy, the hippopotamus is known as one of the most dangerous animals in the wild. Mainly living in rivers and swamps in Africa, hippos can be very unpredictable and aggressive, especially when around their young. Hippos have very powerful and flexible jaws that can open in a massive ‘yawn’ which acts as a warning to any potential predators. These jaws and their tusks are strong enough to bite crocodiles in half! Hippos are not only strong, but also much faster than they look, even on land. Hippos have been known to attack and sink small boats, and they can even raid nearby farmland for food if they have a chance.
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		Nile Crocodiles



		
The Nile crocodile takes its name from the Nile River that flows from Tanzania to Egypt, but it has been found in many parts of the African continent. Like many crocodiles, it is a very lethargic creature, spending most of the day sleeping in the sun with its mouth open to prevent overheating. But the open jaws could also act as a warning, as this is one of the most aggressive crocodile species and the one responsible for the most attacks on humans.



		
Very fast over short distances, and able to remain incredibly still while hiding in the water, the Nile crocodile is a fast and unpredictable predator, and unlike many other species, their habitat is very close to environments where humans live. This, along with a willingness to attack humans as prey, makes them the greatest predator of humans among wild animals.
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		Cape Buffalo



		
Also known as the African buffalo, these bovines live in sub-Saharan Africa and are distant relatives of domestic cows. They are best known for their distinctive horns, the bases of which come close together in a vaguely moustache-shaped form called a ‘boss’. These horns are often used when sparring, which can be both actual fights and just the animals playing. Cape buffalo are very social animals, and while normally peaceful they will gang up and stampede if a member of the herd is in danger, often pursuing attackers for hours at a time. This, along with their formidable strength, makes them extremely dangerous to any humans that try to hunt them. They are believed to kill up to 200 people every year, more than predators like lions or leopards, earning them names like ‘the Black Death’ or ‘the widow-maker’.
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Blue-Ringed Octopus



		Found in the oceans around Japan, the Philippines, Australia and India, the blue-ringed octopus is normally orange-brown, but when startled, it produces beautiful blue rings all over its body. But despite its tiny size and harmless appearance, this is one of the deadliest creatures in the ocean, containing enough venom to kill 26 people within minutes! This deadly venom or tetrodotoxin, which is also found in pufferfish, is injected by biting any would-be predators that come too close. Fortunately, only three people are known to have ever been killed by this animal, which like many others on this list is pretty harmless if left alone.
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		Box Jellyfish



		
Box jellyfish, which get their name from the four-cornered shape of their top, or bell, migrate around the Pacific Ocean and are frequently around the northern parts of Australia during the summer months, just when people are going swimming in the beaches and rivers. With trails of tentacles up to 2 metres (6.5 feet) in length, they swim to swamps or the mouths of rivers to breed, where swimmers will often fail to notice them in the muddy waters. Their agonisingly painful sting, which feels like acid burning into your skin, contains a venom that helps them paralyse predators so they can escape. On humans, this venom can have serious effects on movement and breathing, and in serious cases can kill you within minutes.
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		Venomous Snakes



		There are many species of snakes around the world that kill their prey with venom, which in snakes is often a kind of toxic saliva that is normally injected with hollow or grooved fangs. While many venomous snakes are shy around people, they can become very aggressive and territorial when disturbed. The most dangerous species in the world are probably the ‘Big Four’ species native to India, including the common krait, Russell’s viper, Indian saw-scaled viper, and the Indian cobra. While these aren’t always the most venomous snakes in the world, their territorial behaviour and issues with supplying antivenoms mean that these four species kill up to 50,000 people every year.
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Mosquito



		The most dangerous animal in the world isn’t the largest or fiercest, but a tiny little insect that normally just lands on your arm and drinks a tiny amount of blood. There are 3,500 species of mosquito (a word meaning ‘little fly’ in Spanish) which have elongated mouthpieces that they use to feed on plant juices and nectar, but also to pierce the skin of animals and consume their blood. While this isn’t very dangerous in and of itself, mosquitoes are known for carrying and spreading horrifying diseases such as malaria and yellow fever, and it is believed that up to a million people die every year from something they got from a mosquito bite. Fortunately, it is fairly easy to protect your home from mosquitoes by making sure to empty water-filled containers around the home and spraying yourself with insect repellent when going outside.
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  function css() {
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  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
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    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
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  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
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      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
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      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
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    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
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    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
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    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
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    box.appendChild(hit);
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    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
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    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
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    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
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        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
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  }
  function run() {
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