

    

    

    
    

  Mist shrouded the morning as Gunnar played with old runestones.

  Three fell right-side up: Horse, storm and death.

  He sat up. What did it mean? Sudden footsteps

  thundered inside the longhouse.

  Startled, Gunnar hid the runes. His father Ulf frowned.

  "What are you doing? We're meant to be fishing."

  "Sorry," said Gunnar. "I was reading the runes."

  "How will playing with stones feed this family?" asked his father.

  "What use is a fishing rod in battle?" Gunnar cried.

  "No warrior can fight if he is hungry," his father said.

  Gunnar wailed: "But I'm no good at fishing."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Then practice," said the father. "Or you won't be strong enough for raids."

  "I don't like raiding either."

  "You'll do as you're told!" his father cried. Then a horn blasted. "Our ship leaves soon. We'll fish when I return."

  When his father left, Gunnar sulked outside.

  He found his sister dyeing cloth beside the longhouse.

 

    

  "What's wrong?" Gudrun asked.

  Gunnar whispered, "There might be an attack."

  He showed her the stones.

  Gudrun dropped her stick in shock.

  "By King Olaf? We must tell mother."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  But before they reached her they ran smack into

  Snorri and Fraenar. Gunnar's runes hit the ground.

  "Well if it isn't Pig-Boy and Goat-Girl," Snorri crowed.

  "We're busy," said Gunnar as he picked up the runes.

  "Casting runes?" sneered Fraenar. "That's for witches."

  "The runes say King Olaf may attack Særgard!" Gudrun hissed.

 


    

  Snorri folded his arms. "My father's the chief

  and his spies would've warned him."

  "Runes never lie," said Gunnar.

  "But pig-boys do," Snorri replied.

  "What if the runes are right?" cried Fraenar.

  "We must tell your father."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Gudrun pointed to the sea. "But his ship is gone."

  Snorri paled. "For your first tooth gift, weren't you given a boat?"

  "Skidbladnir," said Gunnar. "Why …?"

  "We'll sail it to Father's ship," Snorri said.

  "No way!" Gunnar cried. "Your boat's bigger than mine."

  "Bring Skidbladnir. Now!" Fraenar replied.

  "You can't make us," cried Gunnar.

 


    

  "Then if Olaf attacks, we'll blame you,"

  Snorri spat.

  At the longhouse, Sigrid was chopping firewood with an axe. Meanwhile,

  Gunnar and Gudrun were stealing inside.

  They carried Skidbladnir to the sea

  as the skies darkened above.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  When the twins pushed the boat into the sea, thunder rolled.

  "I don't think Thor's pleased," muttered Gudrun.

  "Out of my way!" yelled Snorri as he and Fraenar barged onto the boat. When Gudrun and Gunnar climbed in, it bobbed low in the water.

  "Skidbladnir can't carry us all!" Gunnar cried.

 


    

  Snorri lay in the back. "Now row."

  Gunnar and Gudrun rowed as Fraenar cast a fishing line.

  "Why should we do all the work?" asked Gunnar.

  "It's your boat," said Snorri.

  "It's your idea," Gudrun snapped.

  "Can't hear you rowing …" Snorri replied.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "You could at least help," Gunnar said.

  "Shh!" hissed Fraenar. "You'll scare away the fish."

  Now drops of rain splashed into the boat.

  "Great," sighed Gunnar. "Now we'll get drenched."

  "And what if we never catch the ship?" asked Gudrun.

  As Skidbladnir drifted down the sea, waves tossed the boat.

 


    

  Snorri looked startled. "Row faster."

  "We're trying," Gudrun cried.

  "But the current's too strong."

  "Less talking, more rowing!" Snorri replied.

  But the boat rose and crashed against rising tides.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Fraenar gulped. "I can't even swim!"

  "We must turn back," shouted Gunnar.

  "We're not turning back!" Snorri yelled.

  "Everyone must know I saved Særgard."

  "Those were Gunnar's runes," cried Gudrun.

  "Keep rowing!" Snorri barked.

   

 


    

  Gunnar threw down his oar. "You row."

  Snorri raised his sword. "Your pig can't save you now."

  "I don't need a pig to fight you …" said Gunnar.

  Snorri blinked. "Then I'll throw you off this boat."

  Gudrun yanked her oar from the water. "You'll have to throw us both out!"

  "Very well …" Snorri replied.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  As Snorri stood, the boat jolted and knocked him off his feet. He fell into the sea with a splash. Fraenar screamed. "Help!" Snorri cried before he sunk below the waves. Gudrun shoved her oar into the water to steer back. Gunnar grabbed Skidbladnir's side.

  He lowered a hand and grasped Snorri's collar.

 


    

  Then Gunnar pulled the boy's head above water.

  Snorri climbed over the boat's side.

  "I'm soaking wet, thanks to you."

  Gunnar rolled his eyes. "You're welcome."

  Snorri shivered as he sat in the boat. "Just row."

  The twins rowed as hard as they could.

   

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Still, the boat lurched out of control.

  Then Fraenar pointed ahead. "There's a waterfall!"

  Snorri gasped. "Row harder!"

  But Skidbladnir shot faster towards the steep drop.

  "We're going to be smashed to pieces!" shrieked Fraenar.

  "Everyone must row," Gunnar shouted.

  "We have no oars!" Snorri cried.

 

    

  "Use your arms," yelled Gudrun.

  The children paddled faster as oaks flashed past.

 


    
  Still, the waterfall neared.

  "This is your fault!" snapped Snorri.

  Gudrun frowned: "We weren't the ones who-."

  "Wait!" Gunnar pointed at a huge oak near the fall's edge. "That's our Midgard."

   

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "What are you talking about?" cried Snorri.

  "Thor fished with an ox-head as bait. When the Midgard serpent bit, Thor pushed both feet through the boat's floor to catch it."

  "How will this save us?" Fraenar shrieked.

  "We'll catch the tree like Thor's serpent,"

  Gunnar replied. "Give me your fishing rod."

 

    

  "It's mine!" Fraenar cried.

  Gunnar snatched the rod and cast the line at a branch. Missed. He cast again. Almost.

  The boat approached the waterfall's edge.

  Gunnar flicked the line. It wrapped around a branch and hooked tight.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Gunnar rammed feet and rod inside Skidbladnir's bow.

  "Snorri, take my oar," he yelled. "Everyone row to land."

  They paddled hard as Gunnar wound the reel.

  But the boat still raced towards the waterfall.

  "We're going to drown!" Snorri cried.

  Just as Skidbladnir reached the edge, the line jerked tight and they stopped. Gunnar reeled them in.

 


    

  The fishing rod bent as the children rowed.

  "It's going to break!" Fraenar cried.

  The line snapped as the boat bumped against land.

  Snorri leapt out, then Gudrun and Gunnar.

  The twins pulled Fraenar out in time.

  Skidbladnir plunged down the falls

  and smashed into rocks.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "My boat!" cried Gunnar.

  "My fishing rod!" Fraenar sobbed.

  "My sword …" Snorri growled at the twins.

  "At least we're all safe," Gudrun replied.

  "Father shall hear of this!" Snorri snarled. "Come Fraenar."

  "Thanks Gu-," Fraenar began before Snorri dragged him away.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Soon the twins reached the longhouse.

  Their mother greeted them inside. "Where have you been?"

  They shrugged. "Just … fishing?"

  Later that night, their father returned from the raid.

  He frowned at one empty corner. "Where's Skidbladnir?"

  Before Gunnar replied, Chief Ormr Ormrson burst through the door.

 


    

  "Ulf Thorson!" Ormr bellowed.

  "Your brats almost drowned my son."

  "My twins would never hurt your child," said Ulf.

  Gunnar trembled. "The runes foretold death.

  Snorri made us take the boat to warn you."

  "Don't tell lies," Chief Ormrson snarled.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Snorri's the liar!" Gunnar cried.

  "Gunnar stopped us tumbling down a waterfall,"

  Gudrun said. "We couldn't save Skidbladnir."

  Ulf sighed. "You must learn to sail before you cross the sea."

  "If your children harm Snorri again," Ormr cried.

  "I'll drown you myself!"

 

    

  Ulf frowned. "Olaf may strike before you keep your word …"

  "Lies and nonsense!" spluttered Ormr before he stormed out.

  "But how did you save yourselves?" their mother asked.

  "Sometimes," said Gunnar, "the fishing rod is stronger than the sword."
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      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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