

    

    

    
    

  ¡Feliz Navidad! Joyeux Noël! Hristos Razdajetsja! Glædelig jul! Shèngdàn kuàilè! These are just some of the ways that people all around the world say Merry Christmas. Yet the way we say Merry Christmas isn't the only thing that differs from one country to another.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Different countries have distinct ways of celebrating Christmas. So put on your Santa hat and get your Christmas carols ready. Today we are going to explore Christmas traditions through the eyes of kids, just like you, from all over the world!

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Merry Christmas! Our first stop on our Advent calendar of Christmas traditions is the United States. Here, children leave cookies out for Santa Claus. They decorate Christmas trees and pin stockings up on the mantel in preparation for the big night.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The United States celebrates on Christmas Day, 25 December. This is a wonderful day to spend time with family, open presents and enjoy a large Christmas feast together with loved ones.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  God Jul! Now let's fly across the globe to Norway, where children begin to prepare for Christmas at the end of November. There are Christmas concerts to go to and Christmas markets to visit. Then, on Christmas Eve, at five o'clock the bells ring to announce the official start of Christmas.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  But for kids in Norway the fun really begins on 23 December, which is known as 'Little Christmas Eve'. During this celebration, children decorate their Christmas tree and make gingerbread houses. Some families also enjoy a tasty, hot rice pudding, with an almond hidden inside one serving. If the almond shows up in yours, you win a prize.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Frohe Weihnachten! Germany is where many Christmas traditions started. Germany introduced the Christmas tree and the Advent calendar to the rest of the world. On the evening of 5 December, which is known as St Nicholas Eve, kids in Germany wait for St Nicholas to visit riding on a white horse. Children also write letters to the Christ Child and leave them on the windowsill.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Children also put a large, cleaned boot outside their door. Then, when St Nicholas comes to visit them, they will receive gifts, oranges, nuts, chocolates and other goodies in the boot. But only if they've been good! Marzipan is another tasty treat that children in Germany look forward to throughout the Christmas season.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Wesolych Swiat! Polish children call Father Christmas Starman. On Christmas Eve, kids look up in the sky to find the first star. Afterward, families get together to decorate their homes and eat a special wafer called an oplatek, to honour family members and remember the birth of Jesus.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  After eating the oplatek, the family sits down to enjoy a twelve-course Christmas meal, before going Christmas carolling from house to house. While they are carolling, some families carry a large stick with a star made of colourful paper. This represents the star that led the Three Kings to Baby Jesus in Bethlehem.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Happy Christmas! In Australia, Christmas falls during the summer season. The weather is warm, so instead of being all bundled up and staying inside to celebrate, Australians tend to have Christmas traditions that take place outside.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Some of these traditions include decorating a Christmas tree in their blossoming garden and enjoying a custom called Carols by Candlelight. This is an outdoor concert that kids and their families attend. They sing Christmas carols under the stars with their friends and families.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Hristos Razdajetsja! In Russia, the weather is cold at Christmas time. Kids have an interesting tradition to look forward to a visit throughout this part of the world, too. But instead of a visit from Santa Claus, they await the visit of Babushka!

 

  



    

    

    
    

  God jul! Swedish families decorate their Christmas tree a few days before Christmas. They also look forward to St Lucia's Day, which is celebrated on 13 December.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  On this day, the oldest daughter of the household gets up before the sun rises. She dresses up as the Queen of Light and serves coffee, along with other treats, to her parents in bed. The other children help, but it's the Queen of Light who's in charge. While presenting the treats, she usually sings a song called 'Santa Lucia'.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Joyeux Noël! The last stop on our Christmas journey around the world is France. Here, as well in Germany, the Christmas season starts on 5 December, St Nicholas Eve. The evening begins with stories about St Nicholas, who is the protector of children. Then, the children put their shoes by the chimney before bedtime, hoping that they'll be filled with treats by morning.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Kids in France go Christmas carolling as well. They look forward to a visit from Father Christmas, to a great feast on Christmas Day and to a taste of the traditional Yule log cake.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Remember, there are countless ways to celebrate Christmas. A huge Christmas dinner…lots of presents from Father Christmas…a visit to your church…

  What makes you excited at Christmas time?

 

  



    

    

    
    

  If you liked the sound of a tradition from another country, you could adopt it for your own family. Then, you can really join in the fun on a global scale. Or how about starting a tradition of your own? However you choose to celebrate though, let's hope you have a Merry Christmas!
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function fadePopup() {
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");

  window.setTimeout(() => {
    popup.className = "";
  }, 500);
}

function clickAreaHandler(evt) {
  evt.preventDefault();

  const word = evt.target.dataset.word;
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");
  popup.innerText = word;
  popup.style.top = `${evt.y}px`;
  popup.style.left = `${evt.x}px`;
  popup.className = 'visible';

  const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
  audio.src = `audio/words/${evt.target.dataset.audio}`;
  audio.play();
}

const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
audio.addEventListener('ended', () => {
  fadePopup();
});

const areas = document.getElementsByTagName("area");
for (const area of areas) {
  area.addEventListener("click", clickAreaHandler)
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
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      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
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      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
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  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
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      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
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      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
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      shade.appendChild(panel);
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    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
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    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
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    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
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    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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