
    

    

    
    

  Once upon a time, far beneath the waves of a wide bay, lived a Sea King, who had six mermaid daughters. The youngest was the most beautiful, with rose-petal skin, sea-blue eyes and a shimmering tail.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  All the princesses had sea-gardens, blooming with coral-flowers. Each day they played their harps and sang to the sea. The youngest had the statue of a handsome boy in hers, a white marble figure lost in a shipwreck.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  She longed to know more of the world above the waves. "When you are fifteen, you can rise up out of the ocean," her grandmother said. "You can sit on the rocks in the moonlight, and sing to the great ships sailing by."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Finally, it was the youngest mermaid's turn. Above the surface sailed a great three-masted ship. She heard music and men's voices in choir.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  She swam outside the cabin window. Inside, she saw a young Prince with big, dark eyes, the crest of a red dragon on his breast, celebrating his birthday.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Then a terrible storm broke. The waves rose high, and lightning struck the sea. The ship pitched and creaked and gave way, its mast snapping in two. As the sailors were flung into the dark waters, the Little Mermaid looked for the Prince.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  At first, she was overjoyed to see him sink into the sea towards her home. But then she remembered that human people could not live underwater. He must not die!

 


  


    

    

    
    

  She dived down fast, and brought the Prince to the surface. She held his head above water and carried him to a shore with fine white sand. He lay there still, like her marble statue. She kissed him and hoped he would live.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Other people came to the beach and found the Prince, and he awoke. They took him away to a castle by the sea. He did not know that the Little Mermaid had saved him, for she had hidden away.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Little Mermaid watched him outside the castle, for many a night, and grew to love the Prince and his fellow human beings.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "They aren't like us," her grandmother warned her. "We die and become seafoam. But they have an immortal soul that rises to the stars."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Little Mermaid longed for her own soul. "You can only get one if a human loves you more than anything in the world," Granny told her. "But then you'd have to swap your tail for two legs."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  So the Little Mermaid decided to visit the Sea Witch for help. The Witch lived in a seething mire of seaweed and slimy tentacles that clutched the bones of drowned men.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "I know what you want," said the Sea Witch. "I will give you a potion to turn your tail into legs, to win the Prince's heart and gain a soul. But you can never be a mermaid again. My price is your voice."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Little Mermaid turned pale with fear, for she loved to sing above all else. But she drank the magic draught, and fell silent. She could no longer talk or sound a single note.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  She swam to the shore, and walked on her two new legs to the Prince's palace. The Prince found her asleep on his marble stair, and was mesmerised by her beauty.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Even though she could not speak a word, they became inseparable companions, and travelled everywhere together, over meadows, mountains and misty valleys.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  One day came the terrible announcement that the Prince must marry a Princess from his own land.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "My parents are forcing me to do this," he said. "But I want no other woman but you."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Little Mermaid could only sigh, for she was mute, and mermaids cannot cry.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The King and Queen paid an Enchanter who lived in the Black Mountain to make their son a bride.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  He wove a maiden out of flowers, with skin of lilies and hair of bright gold daffodils. She was so beautiful that the Prince fell in love with her at first sight.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  They were married, and the Little Mermaid felt her heart break.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  She returned to the sea, and met her sisters. "We have cut off our long hair to pay the Sea Witch for help," they said.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  They handed the Little Mermaid an enchanted knife. "Use this to kill the Prince and his blood will turn your feet back into a tail."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  She went to the Prince's bedchamber, and watched him while he slept alongside his beautiful bride.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  And the Little Mermaid could not do it. Instead she flung the knife into the waves of the bay, where it made the water boil red like blood.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Then she cast herself into the sea, and felt herself turn into foam.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  But what was this? She felt the warm sun on the chill foam, and she felt herself rising. High above, there was a host of ethereal beings, and she was now shaped like them.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "We are the daughters of the air," they said. "You are one of us, as a reward for your suffering and loyalty. In three hundred years, if you do enough good deeds, you may gain a soul."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Little Mermaid lifted her eyes towards the sun, and for the first time her eyes were wet with tears.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Unseen, she kissed the Prince and blessed his bride. Then she flew with her new spirit-sisters to the rose-red clouds on high.
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    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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