
    

    

    
    

  Once upon a time in a summer long ago, the wheat fields were golden, the oats were green, and the hay was stacked high in the meadows.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  A magnificent old manor house stood surrounded by woods and ponds. The reeds had grown so high that summer that they nearly hid the water from view.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Hidden in the reeds, a mother duck had made her nest, safe from weasels and the wily fox. She sat on her eggs, getting rather bored, for they took their time to hatch.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Finally she felt a tap! tap! tap! and cracks started to appear in the smooth shells. With a pop and a peep! peep! a bunch of golden ducklings appeared.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Their mother gave a delighted Quack! as she counted each fluffy gold head.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  But wait! The largest egg in the nest, her secret pride, was still there. Never before could she remember laying such a huge and splendid egg. How much longer would it take?

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Suddenly there was a tap and a crack and a pop. The ducklings and their mother excitedly awaited the arrival of their final sibling. But they quacked with horror at the baby bird who emerged.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  For he was big and grey and ugly. He had huge feet and a broad beak, and looked nothing like his brothers and sisters.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The next day the weather was perfectly splendid and the ducklings went for their first swim. One by one they plunged into the water, bobbing along in a golden line.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Even the big grey duckling could swim. Despite his ungainly size, he held himself upright in a graceful style.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Mother Duck quacked with delight. "See how nicely he uses those big feet? He is my very own son after all! Now follow me closely, and watch out for the cat."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The duck family waddled on their way into the yard. The sight of the big grey duckling caused an immediate commotion.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "How strange he is!" the other ducks said. "Look at his huge feet and his dull grey feathers. We won't stand for such an ugly fellow in our yard." And a handsome drake flew over and nipped him in the neck.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "Leave him alone! He's not doing any harm!" quacked Mother Duck. "He's too big and strange," the handsome drake replied. "And therefore he needs a good whacking."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  An elderly mallard peered down her beak at Mother Duck's brood. "Your other children are very pretty," she said. "But not that one. He's the wrong shape. It's a pity you can't hatch him again."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Mother Duck was sad. She knew he was big and grey and ugly, but he was still her little duckling.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Alas! Life only got worse for the poor ugly duckling. Every day he was pecked and pushed and jeered and joshed by the ducks and even the chickens. "He's too big! He's too ugly!" they clucked.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Gobbler the Turkey was the worst. He puffed up like a ship under full sail, and gobbled and gobbled at him until he was red in the face.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  One day the poor ugly duckling could take it no more. He ran far away from home, until he ended up at a swamp where only wild ducks lived.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "You're an ugly fellow," the wild ducks told him. "But you can stay here, so long as you don't marry any of us."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  But the poor ugly duckling wasn't thinking of marriage. He just wanted to hide away in the reeds, where no one could see him and mock him.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  One day a pair of travelling geese stopped by. "Hello friend!" they honked. "You're so ugly that we rather like you. Why don't you become travelling birds like us?"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  They told him of a wonderful marsh nearby, full of charming lady geese. "They'll adore you," the kind geese promised.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  But just as the three birds took flight, there was a terrible Bang! Bang! of gunshots ringing in the air.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The duckling's new friends dropped down dead into the rushes, and the waters ran red with their blood.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Immediately hunters and gun dogs came splashing through the swamp. The poor ugly duckling was terrified, but there was no time to hide in the reeds.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  One dog bared sharp fangs right at him and opened his wide jaws. But just as he was about to bite the duckling, he suddenly turned and ran off.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "I'm so ugly that even a dog won't eat me!" the poor duckling thought. He didn't know whether to be glad or sad.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Winter arrived, bitterly cold. The water froze, and one night the duckling got stuck in the ice.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  He sat there until morning when a farmer caught sight of him. He broke the ice with his wooden shoe, and carried the duckling home to warm him by the fireside.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  But the duckling was terrified. He fluttered into the milk pail, splashing it all over the room, and landed in the butter tub.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The farmer's wife was furious and chased him out into the cold. Back in the swamp he spent a long and lonely winter, struggling to survive.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  At last the snows melted away and the larks began to sing. It was spring, and the duckling unfolded his wings. They were bigger and stronger than before, and carried him high into the air.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Before long he found himself by a lovely lake, surrounded by lilacs and apple blossom. Three magnificent swans, white and graceful, swam there.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Their beauty filled the ugly duckling with despair. "I am so drab and grey. They will peck me to death," he thought. "Though perhaps it's better to be killed by these majestic birds than scorned and starved."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  He bowed his head in misery. But as he did so he suddenly saw his reflection in the water and got a shock. His ugly feathers were now snowy white. His neck was curved and slender. He had grown into a swan!

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The other swans glided over to him. Instead of biting him, they stroked him with their beaks.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Nearby children shouted with joy at the sight of him. "There's a new swan!" they cried, and threw him some crumbs.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Once I was an ugly duckling," he said. "And now I am the most beautiful of birds."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  But because he knew what it was like to be shunned and bullied, he was never cruel to another creature, and became the noblest of swans that ever lived.
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    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();




OEBPS/audio/words/1421.mp3
null

1.104



OEBPS/audio/words/287551.mp3
100

null, track 100

1.536



OEBPS/audio/words/15029.mp3
null

0.96



OEBPS/audio/words/608.mp3
null

1.2






OEBPS/images/bg-15-background.jpg





OEBPS/audio/words/201781.mp3
null

1.152



OEBPS/audio/words/4949.mp3
null

1.44



OEBPS/audio/words/9958.mp3
null

1.104



OEBPS/images/bg-7-background.jpg





OEBPS/audio/words/28054.mp3
null

1.344



OEBPS/images/bg-21-background.jpg








OEBPS/audio/words/1419.mp3
null

1.056




OEBPS/images/bg-38-background.jpg





OEBPS/audio/words/77100.mp3
null

1.152




OEBPS/audio/words/63358.mp3
null

1.344



OEBPS/images/bg-10-background.jpg






OEBPS/audio/words/21658.mp3
null

1.584



OEBPS/audios/silence.mp3
2015

Blues

60.054375



OEBPS/audio/words/577.mp3
null

1.056



OEBPS/images/bg-2-background.jpg






OEBPS/audio/words/77125.mp3
null

1.2



OEBPS/audio/words/1417.mp3
null

1.248



OEBPS/audio/words/8341.mp3
null

1.152



OEBPS/audio/words/1404.mp3
null

1.2



