
    

    

    
    

  Once upon a time, the Emperor of China lived in the most beautiful palace in the whole world.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The palace was built of porcelain, and in its gardens were exotic flowers hung with silver bells. Everyone noticed them when they walked by.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Nearby was a dark forest that sloped down to the sea, where ships passed under the branches of trees. In the trees lived a nightingale with a song so exquisite that even the busy fishermen stopped to listen.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The bird's fame grew. Travellers to the kingdom praised its song more highly than the Emperor's palace. They wrote books and poems about the nightingale in the forest by the sea.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The Emperor read one of these books and demanded to see the nightingale. "Bring him to my palace. He will sing for me tonight," he commanded.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  But his courtiers had no idea where the bird was. Eventually they found a little kitchen maid, who said she would take them to it.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The kitchen maid led them through the forest to a very tall tree. There in the highest branches was a small grey bird. "Little nightingale, will you sing for the Emperor?" the kitchen maid asked.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "I would be delighted!" the bird said, and began to sing. He flew down from his perch. "But my song sounds best in the woods."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Back at the palace the nightingale sang so sweetly that tears fell from the Emperor's eyes. He sang even more beautifully, and the Emperor's heart melted. He offered the bird his own golden slipper as a present.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  But the nightingale said that seeing tears in the Emperor's eyes was the greatest reward.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The Emperor commanded that the nightingale should stay at court, and have his own cage. He was allowed to go for a walk twice a day and once at night, accompanied by twelve footmen. But they tied ribbons to his legs to stop him flying away, so the poor nightingale was trapped and miserable.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  One day the Emperor received a large parcel. Inside was a golden clockwork nightingale, studded with diamonds, rubies and sapphires. When wound up with a key, it wagged its glittering tail and sang one of the nightingale's songs.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The Emperor ordered the birds to sing together. But it didn't work, because the real nightingale sang whatever song he liked. While the clockwork bird had only one song. But he was so pretty with his jewels that they made him sing it thirty times.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  When the clockwork bird finally stopped, the Emperor discovered that the real nightingale had flown out of the window. He had returned to his forest home. "What an ungrateful bird!" the courtiers said.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  So they made the clockwork bird sing again and again, always the same song. It was given a cushion beside the Emperor's bed. They titled it "Grand Imperial Singer - of - the - Emperor - to - Sleep."

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The palace music master even arranged for the bird to give a concert. It sang perfectly, but some fishermen who heard it were disappointed. "There's something lacking," they said.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  After a year, the Emperor, his courtiers and all the people knew every trill of the song by heart. The whole country rejoiced at the clockwork nightingale's music. They loved to sing the song themselves.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  But then disaster struck. One night, while mid-song, there was a twang! and a whirr! and the bird broke down. The music stopped.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  A watchmaker was called to repair the bird. But he said its cogs and wheels were badly worn. If he replaced them, it would spoil the tune. So from now on, the bird must only sing once a year.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Five years went by and the whole country was in sorrow. The Emperor fell ill, and it was feared he would die. He lay, stiff and pale, in his magnificent bed with velvet curtains and gold tassels.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The moonlight streamed through the open window onto the Emperor and his broken clockwork bird. And the Emperor thought that he saw Death sitting on his bed, wearing the Emperor's crown and wielding his golden sword and banner.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Strange and terrible faces appeared around the bed, whispering the Emperor's deeds both good and bad. "Sing, my precious golden bird, sing!" he cried. "Drown out these awful voices!"

 


  



    

    

    
    

  But the bird stood silent. There was no one to wind it or make it sing. Death kept staring at the Emperor with cold, hollow eyes. Meanwhile the phantom faces continued their terrible whispering.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Suddenly a beautiful burst of song came through the open window. It was the real nightingale, who had returned. He sang of comfort and hope.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The phantom faces grew pale and started to fade away. As they did, the Emperor felt blood beginning to flow more quickly through his veins again.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "Sing on, little nightingale!" said Death. "I will give the Emperor his crown, sword and banner back for a song." So the nightingale sang of the quiet churchyard where white roses grow. With green grass, wet with the tears of the living.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Death longed for his garden. He drifted away through the window as a cold grey mist. The phantom faces vanished, and the Emperor was strong and well once more.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "How can I ever repay you!" the Emperor said to the nightingale. "You have already repaid me," the bird replied. "I saw the tears in your eyes the first time I sang."

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The Emperor wanted the bird to stay with him always. But the nightingale refused. "I cannot build my nest here or live in a palace. I will visit your window, and sing to you of everything in your kingdom. But you must promise not to tell anyone that a little bird comes and sings to you."

 


  



    

    

    
    

  When the courtiers came in to look after their dead Emperor, they were amazed to see him standing up, healthy and well. From then on the nightingale sang to him of his people: those who were happy and those who needed help. And the Emperor became a better and more beloved ruler.
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    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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