

    

    

    
    

  Sunlight warmed the longhouse as Gudrun and her mother Sigrid spun wool. Meanwhile, her cat Loki played with the yarn.

  "Gunnar's getting better at swordplay," Gudrun sighed.

  "You have your own work," replied her mother.

  "But it's boring. Loki shoo!"

  "Would you rather have our warriors battle with no clothes on?" Sigrid asked.

  Gudrun shrugged. "I wouldn't have to spin wool all day..."

  Finally, Loki got tangled in the yarn.

  "I'll have to start all over again!" sobbed Gudrun.

  "You know, whenever Odin left," said Sigrid. "Goddess Freya cried gold tears?"

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Gudrun perked up. "Did her tears fall over Særgard?"

  "Finish your work," said her mother.

  Later, Gudrun found Gunnar outside. He rubbed his ribs whilst clutching a sword.

  "What happened?" she asked.

  He groaned, "Fraenar's better with the axe."

  "Here's something that'll cheer you up," Gudrun replied. "What if Freya's gold tears fell in Særgard?"

  "I heard some were buried in a marsh," exclaimed Gunnar. "Near a rock called Thviti."

  "Our parents could do with that gold…" Gudrun said.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "What gold?" a girl gasped behind them.

  Auda and Snorri stepped into view. "Take me to it," Snorri said.

  "We're not taking you anywhere," cried Gudrun.

  Snorri stomped his foot. "But I'm the chief's son!"

  "So you'd better help us find it," said Auda. "Or we'll tell."

  Gunnar sighed. "It might be buried in the marsh, but …"

  "Auda, fetch my chariot!" ordered Snorri.

  "But what if we get lost?" Gudrun asked.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "If anything happens to us," said Auda, "you'll be punished."

  "But a wolf hunts in that marsh!" Gunnar cried.

  "If you don't take me," hissed Snorri, "you'll be brought before the chief."

  "Besides," said Auda, "I've always wanted a golden belt."

  "Well don't say we didn't warn you," Gudrun muttered.

  The twins trudged towards the marsh; Snorri and Auda followed in a cart drawn by two goats.

  "When I find Freya's tears, I'll become a legend!" Snorri crowed.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "And my belt will be more famous than Freya's," added Auda.

  Gudrun sighed, "When can we ride in the cart?"

  "Silence," barked Snorri, "or your tears won't be made of gold."

  "Don't worry," Gunnar whispered. "We'll get our fair share."

  But ahead, a foamy river stopped them in their tracks.

  "It's the River Ván," gasped Gudrun. "But there's nowhere to cross."

  "Swimming's too risky," said Gunnar. "Perhaps we should go home."

  "Find my gold or I'll tell everyone you're cowards," Snorri said.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "The river's dangerous," cried Gudrun.

  "Fine," Snorri spat, snapped the reins and the goats charged.

  "Run!" Gunnar yelled.

  Gudrun spied stepping stones across the river. "Quick!" And the twins dashed across as the cart rattled behind them.

  Before they reached the other side, dark clouds swallowed the sun.

  Gudrun shuddered. "Feels like something's watching us … "

  "What are you moaning about?" Snorri snapped.

  "I don't think we're alone," Gunnar cried.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Snorri scowled. "There's nothing here but marsh."

  "W-what if that wolf's nearby?" squeaked Auda.

  "I'm not scared of any wolf," Snorri scoffed. "Come out and fight!"

  "Shh!" said Gudrun. "Do you want it to hear us?"

  Snorri grinned. "Don't worry; it'll eat you first…"

  Then he cracked the goats' reins. The twins yelped and hurried on.

  Finally, they reached a clearing where a large rock stood.

  "That must be Thviti!" cried Gudrun.

  "Think the gold's buried there?" Gunnar asked. The twins raced towards the rock.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "Move aside!" Snorri bellowed. The goats galloped and his cart overtook the twins. He and Auda reached the rock, jumped out and began to dig.

  The twins arrived too late. "That's our gold!" Gudrun cried.

  "Not anymore … " sung Auda.

  "Let's hope they find nothing," Gunnar whispered.

  But a spade struck – clunk! Then Auda and Snorri found a wooden chest.

  "Well, open it!" barked Snorri.

  Auda prized open the chest to find it heaped with gold.

  Snorri shoved her away. "Now Freya's tears are mine!"

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "We found them first!" Gudrun cried.

  Snorri raised his sword. "Stay back!"

  Auda smiled. "Don't worry, you'll get your share ... " She took two gold coins and handed them to Gudrun.

  "That's not fair!" cried Gudrun.

  "It's fair for a goatherd's brat," Snorri replied.

  Gudrun sulked as she tucked them away.

  Then Snorri tossed a coin at Auda's feet. "Here's yours."

  "That's not enough for a belt!" she wailed.

  "It's more than you deserve," he sneered then hauled the chest towards the cart.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  A low growl rumbled across the marsh.

  Snorri froze, wide-eyed. "Auda, I hope that's your stomach … "

  She gulped: "It's not … "

  Another growl grew closer. The goats bleated in terror and dragged the cart away.

  "Come back!" Snorri yelled. They did not return.

  He faced the twins. "You carry the chest home!"

  "I-I don't think any of us is going to carry it," Gudrun whispered then pointed above him.

  Snorri gaped at the giant wolf that glared down from the

  rock's peak.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  It bared large fangs with a growl.

  "We're going to die …" whimpered Auda.

  "We've got to escape!" Gudrun said.

  "Not without my gold!" Snorri bellowed.

  Gunnar cried, "But it's too heavy to carry."

  "Drop it before the wolf attacks you!" Gudrun yelled.

  But Snorri clutched the chest tighter. "It'll have to catch me first."

  The wolf's eyes narrowed.

  "It will swallow you whole!" Auda shrieked.

  Snorri raised his sword. "I'll fight to the death!"

  "But this wolf's bigger than Fenrir!" Gunnar said.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Loki's son?" Gudrun asked.

  "Remember when Fenrir the wolf grew too big?"

  "The dwarves made the strongest chain in the world," Gunnar said. "Then wound it around Fenrir's legs."

  The wolf crouched to pounce. "So what?" Snorri yelped.

  "They tied him to a rock so he couldn't escape," Gudrun replied. "We should bind the wolf's legs!"

  Auda frowned. "We can't make a magic chain!"

  "We have your belt … " Gudrun said.

  "No! Mother made it for me."

  "We must save Snorri," Gunnar cried.

  Finally Auda gave them her belt and the twins dashed around the rock.

  The wolf pounced. They yanked the belt tight and caught its legs fast.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  With a snarl, the beast thumped at Snorri's feet.

  The twins tied the belt around the rock so the wolf could not flee.

  "Ha!" said Snorri. "No wolf can harm me."

  With a roar, it clawed the chest from his hands. "Ow!"

  As the wolf thrashed, the belt began to fray.

  "Run!" Gudrun yelled.

  "But my gold," Snorri cried then lunged for the chest.

  The wolf broke free and opened huge jaws. The twins yanked Snorri away before it snapped off his head.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "You lost my gold!" Snorri wailed as they ran.

  "That wolf almost ate you!" Gunnar said.

  The beast chased them across the river's stepping stones.

  "It's going to catch us … " cried Gudrun.

  "Look!" Gunnar yelled as the goats grazed ahead. The children leapt onto the cart, then Gudrun snapped the reins.

  The wolf bayed as they left it behind.

  "You twins will pay for this!" Snorri howled.

  "They just saved us!" Auda said.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Later that day Sigrid and Ulf marched into the longhouse.

  "A wolf attacked the chief's son?" they cried.

  "Snorri forced us to look for gold," Gudrun said.

  "Now we have nothing to show for it," wailed Gunnar.

  Then from one shoe Gudrun took two gold coins:

  "But this gold should keep the wolf from the door … "
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    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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