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		Top Secret



		
In the middle of the dusty Nevada desert is an unmarked, unpaved road. Anyone who travels along this road is soon greeted by a threatening set of signs. They warn about a restricted area ahead, an area shrouded in secrecy, guarded by some of the heaviest security on Earth: Area 51. Legends, myths and conspiracy theories have surrounded this site for decades. But how much do we really know about Area 51? Is it a top-secret military facility; or, as many people believe, is it really hiding aliens and flying saucers from outer space? Get ready to unravel the secrets of Area 51 – it’s sure to be out of this world!
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What Is Area 51?



		What we do know for certain is that Area 51 is real. It has served as a super-secret American military base since the 1950s, used by the US Air Force for testing new military aircraft. For decades, no aerial images of the site existed, and it didn’t show up on any maps. But since 2018, Area 51 has been visible on Google Earth. However, because the base is still strictly guarded and cut off from the public, we don’t know exactly what goes on inside …



		Up until 2013, the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) wouldn’t even admit that the facility existed!
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		Where Is Area 51?



		Area 51 lies around 129 km (80 miles) northwest of Las Vegas, Nevada. It is next to another much larger restricted area called the Nevada Test and Training Range. The base’s location was deliberately chosen to be as remote as possible. Miles away from any human settlements, in a valley surrounded by mountains, it is impossible to spot the base from any paved road. It’s also right next to a large, dry lakebed, Groom Lake, which is perfect for use as a runway for large aircraft. The longest runway on the base is 3.6 km (12,000 ft) long!



		In 1974, a crew of astronauts went to space on a mission to take photos of the Earth’s surface. They were instructed not to take any pictures of Area 51. When the crew accidentally took photos of the base, the CIA quickly had the images classified.
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Why Was It Built?



		In the early 1950s during the Cold War between the US and the Soviet Union, the US Air Force needed to send low-flying aircraft on spying missions. These planes were at constant risk of being shot down, so in 1954, the US President approved the secret development of a high-altitude stealth aeroplane. Then, in 1955, the United States government built a top-secret base to test the new craft. Now we know that this base was Area 51, and the aircraft was the U-2 spy plane. The U-2 could fly on special missions higher than 60,000 ft, when at the time, most aeroplanes only flew at heights between 10,000 and 20,000 ft.



		Some of the other known projects at Area 51 include the development of the A-12 OXCART – which could fly higher than any other aeroplane (up to 95,000 ft) and the famous Lockheed SR-71 ‘Blackbird’, which could fly at speeds of 3,530 km/h (2,200 mph)!
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		How Did Area 51 Get Its Name?



		
Sadly, it turns out that ‘Area 51’ is not some secret code name. The name actually comes from old surveyor’s maps of the Nevada Test Site, where the used grid naming system refers to the land as Area 51. When the U-2 Spy Plane project was started, the lead engineer gave the base the nickname ‘Paradise Ranch’, to try and convince new employees to come and work on the base!



		Area 51 has gone by many other names over the years, including Dreamland, Groom Lake, The Box and Homey Airport.
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		What Goes on There Today?



		Area 51 is still very much active today and continues to develop cutting edge military technology. Despite the government’s secrecy, we now know what type of aircraft was being developed at the facility up until the 1970s. The projects and research carried out after that remain top secret, and the US government goes to great lengths to keep it that way!



		We will probably have to wait a few more decades until the current work becomes public knowledge.
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		Security and Secrecy



		They say that what happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas – and that’s even more the case for Area 51. With surveillance cameras, warning signs, armed guards and motion sensors planted all around the perimeter of the base, it’s safe to say that nothing is getting in – or out! Trespassing in the area could get you a $5,000 fine, a 6-month jail sentence, or worse … The guards are authorised to use deadly force on anyone who disobeys the rules! The airspace above Area 51 is also restricted, and it’s also illegal to take photos of Area 51. There aren’t even windows in any of the buildings – preventing prying eyes seeing whatever lurks inside!



		The 1,500 people said to work at Area 51 have to undergo security measures, too. Every employee must sign an oath that swears them to secrecy about what goes on there. There’s also a secret unmarked airline that carries employees to and from the site each day.
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Conspiracy Theories



		All this secrecy has fuelled countless theories about the base. Many people believe that Area 51 is more than just a test site. Some people say that the 1969 Moon landing was actually filmed on a set in one of the base’s hangars. Others think the military is hiding alien technology (or even live aliens) there for scientists to study. According to these theories, this research has led to better technology on our planet – technology that would not have been possible otherwise.
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		Whistle-Blower



		
In 1989, a scientist named Bob Lazar said he had studied alien spaceships at Area 51. He claimed the facility was used to examine and reverse engineer alien technology in order to create better military vehicles. Bob Lazar’s claims shocked the world. Many people thought his story was a hoax, but many others believed him.



		The military denies that Bob Lazar ever worked at Area 51. But then again, they would, wouldn’t they?
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		Roswell



		
One of the most famous theories is centred around an incident that happened in Roswell, New Mexico. In 1947, an airborne object crashed down on a ranch there. Military reports at the time stated that a ‘flying disc’ had been recovered. The military quickly retracted this statement, saying the object was actually a weather balloon – but it was too late – the rumours of a UFO recovery had already spread. Many people believe the military took the remains of an alien spacecraft and the bodies of its pilots to Area 51. The base has been top secret ever since the crash.



		In 1994, declassified documents revealed it was a spy balloon that crashed. It was part of a secret project, testing technology that could detect nuclear bombs. Of course, lots of people thought this story was a cover-up, too …
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Are There Really UFOs and Aliens at Area 51?



		For years, people have reported strange happenings at Area 51, with many claiming to have seen alien UFOs above or near the site. But when you think about Area 51’s purpose, its association with aliens is understandable. Since the base has been used to test all kinds of secret military aircraft, these test flights account for some of the UFO sightings. When people spotted these top-secret, lightning-fast, high-flying, never-before-seen planes, they had no idea what they were looking at – this new technology must have looked completely alien! That being said, aircraft sightings don’t quite account for eyewitness descriptions of round, flying saucers …



		The CIA did not discourage the rumours that alien UFOs were flying around Area 51 – because it helped distract from what they were really doing!
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Can I Visit Area 51?



		Is spotting a UFO on your bucket list? Though you won’t be able to go to the base itself, you could take a road trip on the Nevada Highway 375 – also known as the Extraterrestrial Highway – which will take you as close as you can get. If you travel 25 miles north of the base you can visit the closest town, Rachel, and stop off at the local inn, the Little A’Le’ Inn (get it?), for an alien burger. Despite only having 96 residents, Rachel has made a name for itself as the ‘UFO Capital of the World’. And if you think living near Area 51 could make you a little bit loopy, you’d probably be right! Rachel is home to several quirky characters. Many of them have their own theories about Area 51, and even stories of extraterrestrial encounters.



		One of the most popular places for UFO spotting near Area 51 is the ‘Black Mailbox’ on the Extraterrestial Highway. The mailbox became famous when Bob Lazar named it as being the best location to watch scheduled test flights of alien spaceships!
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A Raid on
Area 51



		In 2019, a student named Matty Roberts created a Facebook event joking that people should ‘storm’ Area 51 in a quest to uncover and free the aliens held captive within. The event quickly spread across the Internet and sparked countless memes. Over two million people said they were going to the event. Government officials soon became aware of the event and the US Air Force warned things would end badly for anyone who attempted to enter. The FBI even paid a house call to Matty Roberts! In the end nobody managed to storm Area 51, so we still don’t know whether any aliens are inside.



		Instead, the event turned into a wacky, alien-themed festival in the desert, called Alienstock!
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		The Truth Is Out There



		
There’s no doubt that Area 51 is one of the most mysterious places in the United States. The secretive site has become the subject of many conspiracy theories, sci-fi films and books, and has even become an unofficial tourist destination. And while it’s unlikely that little green creatures are hiding inside, the truth of what’s going on there is likely to be just as exciting. Perhaps one day we’ll find out!
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  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
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      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
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      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
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