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Many events throughout history have shaped the world that we live in today, changing people’s lives and making them see the world in a different way. This book contains many different kinds of events, ranging from wars and revolutions to incredible scientific feats and inventions. Some of these events are inspirational, and others are extremely tragic. But after each of these events, the world was never the same. Read on to learn about some of the most world-shaking events in history.
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		The Black Death



		
The most infamous pandemic in history, and arguably the deadliest, was the Black Death. Also called ‘the Plague’, it ravaged through Europe, the Near East and North Africa between 1347 and 1351. Spread by infected fleas that infested the fur of rats, the plague is believed to have killed as many as 30-60% of Europe’s population. The medicine of the day could not offer much help beyond attempting to ward off the bad smells believed to spread sickness, and no amount of praying to God seemed to stop the plague. But despite all this death and suffering, the plague did have some positive impacts on society. Because there were fewer people available to work on farms, the survivors could demand better wages and more freedom, breaking the power that rulers once held over them. In Italy, the plague made people focus more on the world around them than on spiritual life, a shift in values which may have led to the scientific and artistic flowering known as the Renaissance.
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Invention of the
Printing Press



		The introduction of the printing press in the mid-fifteenth century changed the world forever. Books like Johannes Gutenberg’s Bible from 1445, the first book ever printed, brought religious teachings directly to the people in words they could understand, rather than handwritten books which people needed a priest to read to them. This change brought about a period known as the Reformation, when the power of the Roman Catholic Church was broken and another form of Christianity known as Protestantism appeared. The printing press also helped scientific discoveries like the workings of the human body to reach a much wider audience, and great works of poetry and fiction also spread far and wide. Finally, as printing meant that more people could afford books to read, reading became something that far more of the population could do.
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The French Revolution



		On 14 July 1789, a mob stormed the Bastille fortress in Paris to defend the city against the King of France, Louis XVI. This was the beginning of the French Revolution, when the kingdom’s financial problems led to the common people taking over and ending the power of the nobles and priests. These revolutionaries established many liberties that we take for granted today, and made many positive changes, like abolishing slavery in France’s colonies in 1794. However, their efforts to spread the revolution to other countries led to Europe being consumed by decades of war, and nearly 40,000 people were executed for disagreeing with the revolutionaries during a period called the Reign of Terror, including King Louis. After the Terror, the revolutionary government became unpopular, and was eventually overthrown by the general Napoleon Bonaparte, who declared himself Emperor of France in 1804. But the Revolution’s ideas of liberty and equality spread around the world and laid the foundations of modern democracy.
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		First Vaccine



		
In the 1700s, about 10% of the population died of the deadly disease smallpox, which left survivors covered with horrible scars. When testing a rumour that milkmaids never caught smallpox, an English doctor, named Edward Jenner, discovered that they caught a mild form of another disease, cowpox, which left them immune to its more dangerous cousin. After testing samples of cowpox and discovering that those infected were protected, Jenner wrote a paper that argued for immunising the population using this milder form of the disease. Despite much ridicule in his lifetime, Jenner’s ideas were accepted, and his vaccine became available around the world. By 1980, smallpox had been declared extinct. Arguably, this humble doctor’s discovery saved more lives than the actions of any other person in history.
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Ford Model T



		During the 1880s and the 1890s, cars first began to join horse-drawn carriages on the world’s roads, including some of the first electric cars! But cars remained rare playthings of the wealthy until October 1908, when the first Ford Model T rolled off the assembly line. This car was designed from the start to be affordable to ordinary people, and within five years cars were beginning to take their place as the main method of road transport. It was so successful, in fact, that by 1918 half of all cars in the United States were Model T’s, and by 1926, two million were made every year. In producing it, Henry Ford also came up with a system of building his cars to help reduce the costs, where teams of engineers each worked on a different part of the whole. This process forms the basis for the modern assembly line, a system which has forever changed how products of all kinds are made.
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Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand



		In the early years of the twentieth century, the empires and nations of Europe were divided into two armed camps, with a mixture of rivalries and grudges that only needed the slightest spark to catch fire. On 28 June 1914, the fire was lit when the heir to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, and his wife were assassinated by members of the Serbian extremist group ‘the Black Hand’, who believed that he stood in the way of a unified Serbia. But instead of uniting their country, it fractured the uneasy peace and led to the biggest war the world had yet seen. By the time this conflict, World War I, had ended, the Austro-Hungarian Empire had fallen, revolutions had toppled the monarchies of Germany and Russia, and millions of people had been killed.
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Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki



		World War II killed millions of people around the globe, but by 1945 only Japan was left standing of the Axis powers. Desperate to end the war quickly, the United States government had spent the war working on the so-called Manhattan Project, where top scientists had produced a weapon that would change the world. On 6 August, the city of Hiroshima was hit by “Little Boy”, the world’s first atomic bomb. The bomb exploded in mid-air, flattening all but the strongest buildings for miles around and killing more than 70,000 people, with thousands more succumbing to radiation poisoning over the next few years. Three days later, another, even larger bomb fell on the city of Nagasaki, killing 40,000 and destroying one third of the city. The bombings broke Japan’s will to keep fighting, and the emperor surrendered on 15 August. The war was over, but at a terrible cost, and the threat of nuclear annihilation has hung over major conflicts ever since.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		Indian Independence



		
At its height a century ago, the British Empire ruled over a quarter of the planet, with India being seen as the jewel in the crown. But anger at the Empire’s cruelty, greed and indifference to the Indian people led to waves of protests and uprisings from the 1920s onwards, most famously in Mahatma Gandhi’s campaign of nonviolent resistance. This, along with Britain’s economic problems after World War II and much pressure from Britain’s allies, meant that the Empire’s rule could no longer continue. In 1947, India was finally granted its independence, although the new state of Pakistan was also created for the country’s Muslim minority. This led to the largest mass migration in history, with millions travelling between the two new countries, and up to a million deaths in clashes over this so-called Partition. But despite the tragedy of its foundation, India was able to emerge as the world’s largest democracy, and one by one the rest of Britain’s colonies have gained their independence.
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		Apollo 11 Moon Landings



		
Starting with the launch of the satellite Sputnik in 1957, the United States of America and the Soviet Union competed in the so-called ‘Space Race’, for who would be the first to achieve great feats of exploration and discovery beyond our atmosphere. The Soviet Union had early success, but the tide began to turn and America achieved perhaps the greatest victory of the race on 20 July 1969. On that day, the Apollo 11 Lunar Module, named Eagle, touched down upon the dusty surface of the Moon. Around the world, millions watched grainy black and white images projected by powerful radio telescopes in Australia, showing astronaut Neil Armstrong make history as the first man on the Moon. As he jumped down the ladder, he said, ‘That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.’
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World Wide Web



		While the internet has existed in various forms since the 1960s, it is arguably the development of the World Wide Web that transformed a military research programme into a vital part of modern life. Frustrated with the limitations of file-sharing technology in his day, CERN engineer and programmer Tim Berners-Lee developed a method of sharing information between all computers in all formats, and in pictures and sounds rather than just text. In August 1991, CERN made the browser accessible to anyone with a computer, and in the next fifteen years, hundreds of millions of web pages were created, and nothing would ever be the same. The internet has changed the way we communicate with people, let us buy things from all over the world, provided hours of entertainment with videos and music, helped us discover all kinds of facts at the click of a button, given people a bigger voice in politics, and it even lets us enjoy books on our screens.



	
OEBPS/image/9.png





OEBPS/image/145926-background.jpg





OEBPS/image/29.png





OEBPS/pt/smil/page-9.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-8.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-7.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



OEBPS/audio/145925-pageAudio.mp3
2

null, track 2

71.424



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-6.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       



OEBPS/image/145924-background.jpg





OEBPS/pt/smil/page-5.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     



OEBPS/audio/145933-pageAudio.mp3
10

null, track 10

64.176



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-4.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-3.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  



OEBPS/image/36.png





OEBPS/pt/smil/page-2.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-1.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          



OEBPS/image/10.png





OEBPS/pt/smil/page-0.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         



OEBPS/pt/audio/page-10.mp3
11

null, track 11

74.016



OEBPS/image/145933-background.jpg





OEBPS/image/145929-background.jpg





OEBPS/image/145931-background.jpg





OEBPS/audio/145927-pageAudio.mp3
4

null, track 4

75.648



OEBPS/image/14.png





OEBPS/image/145928-background.jpg





OEBPS/image/6.png





OEBPS/image/145930-background.jpg





OEBPS/audio/145924-pageAudio.mp3
1

null, track 1

35.232



OEBPS/audio/145930-pageAudio.mp3
7

null, track 7

59.424



OEBPS/image/145932-background.jpg





OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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