

    

    

    
    

  All over the world people have built structures to defend themselves and their lands for thousands of years. The most famous of these structures are castles, a style of building that emerged during the medieval period of European history, reaching their peak between the 11th and 15th centuries. To be called a castle, a structure normally has to act both as the home of a ruler and as a defence against attackers, although there are no hard and fast rules. Many different kinds of castles have been built over the centuries, from tough stone fortresses to glittering palaces. Take a look at 10 of the most impressive castles ever built and find out what makes them so interesting.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Citadel of Aleppo, Syria

 


    

  Standing on a hill in the centre of the city, the Citadel of Aleppo is one of the oldest castles in the world. The story of this fortress dates back over four thousand years to a temple of the storm god Hadad, built by the kingdom of Yamhad. Many civilisations invaded the region and gradually converted the hill into a citadel, including the Greeks, the Byzantines, the Ayyubids and the Mamluks, with the modern structure mainly dating to the time of the Crusades.

   

  Surrounded by a deep moat, the citadel's imposing walls contain a maze of passages, a grand palace, and an amphitheatre! Even today, the citadel remains an important defensive structure, being used as a base by the Syrian army during the Syrian Civil War, where it was badly damaged in a battle. Today, the citadel has been reopened to the public, and efforts are underway to restore the ruined sections to their former glory.

 


  



    

    

    
    


  Mont-Saint-Michel, France

 


    
  Just off the coast of Normandy lies the Abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel and a surrounding walled town. While not technically considered a castle, this collection of buildings has a long and mysterious history. Built on a rocky islet in the midst of sand dunes that are underwater every high tide, the island's position made it possible for pilgrims to walk to the abbey, but very difficult for invading armies to capture the town.

   

  According to legend, the Archangel Michael appeared to the Bishop of Avranches and instructed him to build the church on the islet in 708, although the islet has been used as a place of worship long before that. The Abbey was originally constructed in the 11th century; however, after being burnt down in 1204 it had to be extensively rebuilt in the new Gothic style. To support the weight of the massive structure on top of the mount, a network of underground crypts, chapels and other structures were built around and under the Abbey. Today, about 30 people still live around the Abbey, but millions of visitors come every year, and a massive bridge has recently been constructed to make accessing the island easier.

 


  



    

    

    
    



  Windsor Castle, England

 


    
  Home to royalty for over 900 years, Windsor Castle is the largest continuously occupied castle in the world, and the oldest royal palace still in use anywhere. Standing on the remains of an original castle built by King William the Conqueror, its construction began in 1070 and was completed 16 years later. The castle was originally built to serve as an outer defence for the city of London, which lay a day's march away. Over the following centuries, many kings and queens left their fingerprint on the castle, and ten monarchs are buried beneath the castle's chapel.

 


    
  The castle's history has a darker side too, with the buildings being used by parliamentary rebels as a fortress during the English Civil War, and King George III being confined to the castle during his final years after going insane. More recently, Windsor Castle was severely damaged by a major fire in 1992, which damaged or destroyed nearly a fifth of the castle and took fifteen hours to put out. The castle has since been restored, and remains a working royal residence, with the Queen spending a month over the Easter holiday

  holding court there.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Burghausen Castle, Germany

 

    

  At 1051 metres (3,448 feet) in length, Burghausen Castle is officially the longest castle complex in the world, and its main structure is one of the best preserved in Europe. Its location on a hill in Burghausen, Bavaria was first used as a Celtic fortification nearly two thousand years ago, with the present structure being begun nearly a thousand years ago by the Wittelsbach family, who later became the Dukes of Lower Bavaria.

 

    

  In particular, Duke Georg de Riche turned the castle into the strongest fortress in the country, and it became home to the wives and widows of the Dukes along with their most valuable treasures. While not used as a defence since the Napoleonic Wars of the early 19th century, the castle remains a magnificent site. The route to the keep is lined with five massive courtyards, containing chapels, clock towers, a torture dungeon, and even a theatre built in the old stables!

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Bran Castle, Romania

 

    

  The most famous tourist attraction in Romania, Bran Castle is believed to have been home to the bloodthirsty Vlad the Impaler, better known as Vlad Dracula, although most historians believe that it may have really belonged to the Transylvanian Saxons that he fought against. Strictly speaking, Bran Castle was a fortress built by Louis I of Anjou to defend his kingdom of Transylvania from neighbouring Wallachia. In the 15th and 16th centuries, the castle served to defend Transylvania against the armies of the Ottoman Empire, as well as from ongoing conflicts with Wallachia.

   

  It only became a true castle in 1920, when Queen Marie of Romania was given the building and fell in love with it, ordering it to be turned into a getaway for her. During the renovations, workers discovered a secret passage behind a wall, which was so well hidden that it had been forgotten for many years. When the royal family was driven out of Romania in 1948, the castle was seized by the state and in 1957 was opened as a museum, which it remains to this day.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Malbork Castle, Poland

 

    

  Covering a whopping 143,591 square metres (1,545,600 square feet) of land near the coastal city of Gdansk, Malbork Castle in northern Poland is considered to be the largest castle in the world. Building began around 1275 by the Teutonic Knights, one of the major orders of knights during the Crusades. Upon the structure's completion in 1406, it was the world's largest brick castle. Its location on the banks of the river Nogat meant that the Teutonic Knights were able to collect tolls on passing ships, until their unpopularity led them to being driven out by King Casimir IV in 1457, after which the castle became the residence of the Polish monarchy.

 

    

  The lands were annexed by Prussia (part of modern-day Germany) in 1773 and were only restored to Polish hands after World War Two. Among the many incredible spaces inside are the Great Refectory, an entertaining room where tree-like columns stretch up to a ceiling painted with leaves and vines, and a museum containing many artefacts made of amber, which the Teutonic Knights controlled the trade of.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Glamis Castle, Scotland

 

    

  Built on lands given to the Bowes-Lyons family by Scottish king Robert the Bruce in 1372, Glamis Castle is an immense castle in Scotland. Glamis Castle is infamous for claims that it is the most haunted castle in Great Britain. The chapel and the clock tower are supposed to be haunted by a 'grey lady' who was said to have been burnt as a witch for trying to poison the King in 1537.

 

    

  Earl Beardie, a cruel nobleman who sold his soul to the Devil while playing cards on a Sunday, is said to have appeared leaning over children's beds. The most infamous story, though, is that of the 'Monster of Glamis', a monstrous child so hideous that he was hidden away in a secret room for his whole life, the room supposedly being bricked up after he died. The castle is also believed to have been an inspiration for William Shakespeare's play 'Macbeth'.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Château d'Amboise, France

 

    

  One of the many castles in the Loire Valley region of France, the Château d'Amboise sits 81 metres (265 feet) above the valley, reaching down to the banks of the nearby Loire River. Originally a medieval fortress, the castle was extensively rebuilt during the early Renaissance by Charles VIII. The king invited many artists from France and Italy to help remodel the castle and plant beautiful gardens in the grounds.

 

    

  The most famous of the artists to come here was Leonardo da Vinci, who spent the last years of his life decorating the castle and designing machines to entertain at the court's feasts. When he passed away in 1519, Leonardo was buried in the castle's extravagant gothic chapel. Charles VIII also died here in 1498, after hitting his head on a low doorway! While much of the castle was destroyed during the French Revolution, the building has been extensively restored and is open to the public as a protected historic monument.

 

  



    

    

    
    


  Himeji Castle, Japan

 


    
  While castles are mostly associated with Medieval Europe, castle-like buildings can be found in many parts of the world, most famously in Japan. The largest and most complete of these is the beautiful Himeji Castle, dating back to 1333. Protected by a moat, Himeji Castle is known as the White Heron for its beautiful appearance, with soaring white walls said to resemble a bird soaring through the sky.

   

  The castle had many defence mechanisms used to ward of enemy forces, including confusing maze of walls and passages leading to the castle's keep. Dozens of gates designed to obstruct invading forces and openings to rain arrows and rocks down upon the invaders would have made getting in even harder. Though abandoned in 1871 after modernisation made the castle's defences useless, the main structure has miraculously survived two world wars and earthquakes, and has been extensively restored using mainly traditional techniques, giving visitors a great idea of how it looked in its prime.

 


  



    

    

    
    



  Neuschwanstein Castle, Germany

 


    
  While Neuschwanstein Castle appears to be a spectacular historic palace, the current building is actually less than 150 years old! It was built by King Ludwig II of Bavaria, who was a big fan of the operas of Richard Wagner. He also enjoyed old medieval stories and fairy tales. He spent massive amounts of money constructing castles and palaces all over Bavaria, including this incredible structure on the site of an old medieval ruin.

 


    
  The castle was designed by Christian Jank, who designed sets and scenery for the theatre, and was meant to be a private retreat for the king and his friends rather than a working palace. Unfortunately, after only spending eleven nights in the castle, Ludwig's ministers grew tired of his demands for more money and overthrew him, and he died soon afterwards, not living to see his castle finished. But the castle brings millions of visitors to Bavaria every year, and was a major inspiration to animator Walt Disney, who based the castles in Disneyland and his company's logo on this incredible structure.
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OEBPS/main.js
function fadePopup() {
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");

  window.setTimeout(() => {
    popup.className = "";
  }, 500);
}

function clickAreaHandler(evt) {
  evt.preventDefault();

  const word = evt.target.dataset.word;
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");
  popup.innerText = word;
  popup.style.top = `${evt.y}px`;
  popup.style.left = `${evt.x}px`;
  popup.className = 'visible';

  const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
  audio.src = `audio/words/${evt.target.dataset.audio}`;
  audio.play();
}

const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
audio.addEventListener('ended', () => {
  fadePopup();
});

const areas = document.getElementsByTagName("area");
for (const area of areas) {
  area.addEventListener("click", clickAreaHandler)
}




version https://git-lfs.github.com/spec/v1
oid sha256:7d9d2bd80d6a83b9b62a9225236c0d9b4743b4cd03a2e2849f299ce816c24e55
size 56336
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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