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For thousands of years, people have performed incredible and extremely dangerous feats that test endurance and skill. But in more recent history, people have performed recklessly daring stunts for the express purpose of leaving audiences entertained and awed. These daredevils risk their lives to do the incredible, breaking records (and sometimes bones) in full view of millions. This book contains just some of the greatest daredevils in history, from pioneering performers whose feats are still imitated today, to modern masters achieving things that until now were thought impossible.
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		Charles Blondin



		
Also known as the Great Blondin, Charles Blondin was one of the most famous acrobats and tightrope walkers in history, to the point where many tightrope walkers in his lifetime used his name. He began performing at the age of five as ‘the Little Wonder’ and became famous throughout Europe and America, but his greatest fame came in 1859 when he was the first man to cross the 340-metre (1,100-feet) Niagara Gorge on a tightrope.



		He performed many incredible feats during multiple crossings of the falls, including crossing blindfolded, with a wheelbarrow, and most outrageously, pausing halfway with a portable stove where he cooked and ate an omelette while balancing on the wire. After his feats in the United States, he moved to Britain where he continued to perform incredible stunts on a tightrope, including turning somersaults while on stilts and riding a custom-made bicycle across the rope.
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Rossa Richter



		Rossa Matilda Richter, who used the stage name ‘Zazel’, was a famous acrobat and actor who was performing all manner of stunts from an early age, from tightrope walking to leaps on the trapeze. However, she made history at the age of 14 when, at a show in the Royal Aquarium in London, she was fired out of a spring-loaded cannon, flying through the air and landing safely in a net.
While she had performed similar stunts before, her 1877 launch made her famous as the first human cannonball, and she continued performing daring feats for years. She did a lot of work to encourage the use of safety nets, including leaping out of windows in regular clothes to show their use at saving people from burning buildings. Sadly, she suffered from a horrific fall in 1891, which left her with a broken back that forced her into retirement until her death in 1937.
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		Harry Houdini



		Possibly history’s most famous magician, Harry Houdini was the greatest escape artist who ever lived. First reaching fame at the start of the twentieth century, Houdini spent years touring the United States and Europe, challenging local police and press to hold him in different forms of handcuffs, straitjackets and other kinds of restraint. Some of his most famous stunts included the Milk Can Escape, where he was sealed inside an oversized milk can filled with water and padlocked shut, and the Chinese Water Torture Cell, where he was locked upside down in a tank filled to overflowing.
Houdini’s success came in part from a brilliant understanding of locks and how to break them, as well as incredible strength and an ability to hold his breath for a long time. Tragically, he died of a burst appendix when, in a test of his strength, a fan hit him in the stomach before he was ready.
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		Annie Edson Taylor



		
In 1901, school teacher Annie Edson Taylor needed money to retire in comfort, and so decided to become the first person to travel over the Niagara Falls in a barrel. After building a custom-designed barrel padded with a mattress and testing it with her cat (which was fortunately unharmed), she set out for the falls on 24 October, her 63rd birthday.
Her friends sealed her in the barrel and set her adrift, and the currents carried her down over the Horseshoe Falls section of Niagara. Incredibly, she was found more or less uninjured apart from a small cut on her head. Despite her incredible feat and all the publicity it brought her, she failed to gain fame and fortune, and she spent her last years running a souvenir stand near the falls where she had performed her groundbreaking stunt.
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Evel Knievel



		Robert Craig Knievel, better known as Evel Knievel, is possibly the most legendary of all daredevils, whose motorcycle stunts on a Harley Davidson made him an American folk hero. As famed for his failures as his successes, his 1967 attempt to jump the fountains outside the Caesars Palace casino in Las Vegas ended when he crashed into the landing ramp, which supposedly left him in a coma for 29 days.



		Despite his horrific injuries, Evel Knievel recovered and performed many incredible stunts, including around 75 motorcycle jumps between 1965 and 1980. Even more outrageously, he tried to cross the Snake River Canyon in Idaho in a steam-powered rocket called the Skycycle, which only failed due to a parachute malfunction. He holds the world record for most bones broken in a lifetime, suffering from a total of 433 fractures over his career.
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Philippe Petit



		The son of an army officer, Philippe Petit discovered a love of performing at an early age. First going on the tightrope at the age of 16, Petit became famous when he was only 22, after crossing a wire between the twin towers of Notre-Dame in Paris. This, however, was just training for a feat that he had been planning for years: crossing the gap between the twin towers of the newly built World Trade Centre in New York. After a few more years of careful planning, Petit and his crew managed to get into the towers, set up a wire, and make multiple walks between the towers, 400 metres (1,312 feet) above the ground.
In exchange for performing for children in Central Park, all charges were dropped, and his incredible feat brought the towers much greater publicity and affection than they previously had. Petit continued touring and performing dozens of wire walks, as well as writing books on his experiences.
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		Alain Robert



		
A climber from Burgundy in France, Alain Robert has become infamous for his spectacular free climbing of skyscrapers and monuments around the world, which have won him the nicknames of ‘the Human Spider’ and ‘the French Spider-Man’. Robert has climbed many of the most famous buildings in the world, including the Burj Khalifa in Dubai, the Eiffel Tower in Paris and the Sydney Opera House.
Using no equipment other than climbing shoes and chalk to help get a better grip, Robert uses small features like window ledges to climb up massive structures, which can often take several hours without rest. His climbs are often done without permission, and he has frequently been arrested for his dangerous stunts. However, some of his climbs are performed with permission, and he has done climbs to raise awareness for environmental issues and even to advertise films.
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		Jeb Corliss



		
From an early age, Jeb Corliss dreamt of flying, which he has translated into a career as one of the world’s best known BASE jumpers and skydivers. Over the course of his career, he has performed over 2,000 jumps from tall buildings and high places, many involving elaborate feats of acrobatics such as twists and somersaults through the air before he opens his parachute and glides to safety.
He has dived from many famous monuments, including Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, the Space Needle in Seattle and the Eiffel Tower. Infamously, he once tried to dive from the Empire State Building in New York, but he was arrested and sentenced to a long period of community service, as well as banned for life from entering the building. More recently, he has performed many dives with wingsuits, which let him glide around dangerous mountain terrain at high speeds.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		Nik Wallenda



		As a member of The Flying Wallendas family of aerialists, who have been performing balancing acts since the 1700s, seeking thrills is in Nik Wallenda’s blood. One of the most famous tightrope walkers and acrobats working today, Wallenda holds 11 world records for his incredible feats, including being the first person to perform a tightrope walk across the Grand Canyon.



		Other feats include crossing wires between skyscrapers in multiple cities, cycling across high wires and hanging from a helicopter by his teeth. Wallenda performs all his stunts without a safety net or harness, believing that it offers a false sense of security, and practises for weeks before each stunt. Most recently, Wallenda crossed the smoking crater of the active Masaya Volcano in Nicaragua in March 2020.
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		Travis Pastrana



		Winning motocross events at just 15, Travis Pastrana has gone on to a massive career in motorcycling, rally racing and professional stunt work. In some ways a successor to Evel Knievel, Pastrana has beaten many of Knievel’s records and even achieved some stunts Knievel was unable to finish, like jump over the Caesars Palace casino fountains.
He has also performed many stunts of his own, including riding a motorbike into the Grand Canyon, jumping off the bike, and parachuting to the canyon floor – and this at only 18! In addition to his stunt work, Pastrana has won numerous championships and gold medals at motocross events and rally races like NASCAR, performing several never-before-seen feats such as Double Backflips and Backflip Barspins. He is the founder and showrunner of ‘Nitro Circus’, an action sport collective and TV channel devoted to extreme sports and stunts.
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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