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As the sun slept, Gunnar and Gudrun helped their father Ulf load shields into the Naglfar longship. Soon Chief Ormr Ormrson and his son Snorri arrived.
“I’m going on my first raid,” crowed Snorri. “Unlike you.” Gunnar frowned. “But I’m not ten yet.”
“I was strong enough at eight.”
“Can we go raiding too?” asked Gudrun.
Snorri laughed. “Everyone knows you’re too weak to
be warriors.”
“We’re stronger than you,” Gunnar replied.
“Prove it,” said Snorri. “Catch me before the ship sails.”
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“It’ll leave any minute,” Gudrun cried.
“Then you won’t need this …” Snorri snatched Gunnar’s sword and fled.
“Come back!” Gunnar yelled as they chased him onboard the ship.
They searched inside a cask, behind the mast, then the rudder post.
“Where is he?” asked Gudrun. Finally, something rustled below deck.
Gunnar lifted a floorboard and from Snorri grabbed the sword. “That’s mine.”
But Gudrun’s eyes grew.
“Someone’s coming ...”
“You’ll get into trouble,” said Snorri. “Quick, hide!”
And the twins crawled below deck
beside him.
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“We’ll wait till they’re gone,” whispered Gunnar.
But in darkness, the ship soon rocked them to sleep.
Snorri shook them awake. “Get up you fools!”
Gunnar started: “Wha-where are we?”
“We’re at sea!” Snorri hissed.
“We can’t be,” Gudrun gasped and pushed
up the floorboard.



		
Lightning flashed and waves crashed on deck as the Vikings rowed.
“How could this have happened?” Gunnar cried.
“Forget that,” spat Snorri. “If you’re found, my father will be furious.”
Gudrun whimpered: “I feel sick …”
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“Some warrior you’ll make,” scoffed Snorri before he threw up.
Gunnar sighed. “Now we’ll have to go on deck.”
“You got yourself into this mess,” Snorri hissed.
As thunder rolled, the children climbed onto the slippery deck.
“Excuse me,” said Gudrun. “Has anyone seen our father?” Every Viking turned to stare in dismay.



		
Chief Ormrson bellowed at the twins, “How dare you sneak aboard my ship?”
“You shouldn’t have come,” Ulf said.
“It’s not safe.”
“Snorri took my sword,” cried Gunnar.
“We chased him onboard, then
fell asleep.”
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“My son would never be that foolish,” Ormrson cried.
“This is your doing Thorson!”
Ulf’s eyebrows rose. “I didn’t steal my son’s sword.”
“You wanted your brats to start raiding before mine.”
“Father didn’t know we were here,” Gudrun cried.
“Silence!” barked Ormrson. “Before I have you all tied and dragged behind my ship. Now stay out of my sight.” Then the chief yanked Snorri away.
“We’re sorry Father,” sighed Gunnar.
“Can we turn the ship back?” asked Gudrun as wind flapped the sail.
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“We’re too far from shore,” replied their father then he whispered: “Chief Ormrson is suffering from hafvilla.”
“He thinks we’re lost?” Gunnar gasped.
“And thinks his men don’t know,” Ulf sighed.
“What will you do?”
asked Gudrun.
“Row till this storm passes,” their father replied. “So make yourselves useful but keep out of Ormrson’s way.”
So as the storm raged, Gunnar mopped below deck while Gudrun fetched the rowers fresh water. Meanwhile, Snorri barked orders but screamed each time lightning cracked. Finally, the storm died and the rough seas calmed.
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“Thank goodness,” Gunnar thought. Then the Naglfar sailed into thick fog. A pale Chief Ormrson peered through his sunstone for directions.
Gudrun whispered, “Now we’re even more lost.”
“If we drift into enemy waters,” said Gunnar, “we’ll be attacked.”
“There is no danger here, coward,” the chief snarled.



		
Gudrun pointed to seagulls far away.
“Either land is near or another ship comes ...”
“Save your brains for the spindle, girl,” Ormrson snapped.
But through the fog loomed the huge shadow of a longship. Every Viking gasped.
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		Even though it drifted afar, the longship dwarfed their own.
“It’s the ship of the dead!” Ormrson shrieked.
Ulf rose from his oar. “It’s not the true Naglfar, it has a dragon prow.”
“Our enemy Bjófr?” gasped Ormrson. “Turn the longship!”
“We cannot out sail him,” said Ulf.



		“But he’ll ram my ship and seize our goods!” Ormrson cried.
“Then we must fight,” replied Ulf.
“No,” Ormrson whimpered. “His crew are Jötunns!”
Snorri’s eyes bulged, “Giants?”
“If the fog clears they’ll see us ...” Gudrun cried.
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“Father?” said Gunnar. “You told us that Regin sent his foster-son Sigurd to kill the dragon Fáfnir.”
“This is no time for stories!” Snorri cried.
“He told Sigurd to dig a hole and lie in wait. When Fáfnir came, Sigurd thrust his sword up into the dragon’s heart.”
“If we dig a hole in my ship it’ll sink,” Ormrson spat.
“Your boy’s a fool, Thorson!”
“Wait!” Gunnar replied. “We can hide under the floorboards. Then when Bjófr’s men board we launch a ...”



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		“Surprise attack!” Snorri interrupted.
Ormrson patted his son’s shoulder. “You’re almost as wise and brave as I am.”
“But it was my ide-,” Gunnar began.
“It’s better to be wise than only think yourself so,” Ulf whispered.
“The fog’s clearing,” called Gudrun. “Let’s get ready.”



		As the enemy ship neared, the Vikings hid below deck with spears and longbows. They waited in silence for Bjófr’s ship to arrive.
“This better work,” growled Ormrson. Snorri hissed at Gunnar, “My father will blame you if we die.”
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		A sudden thud rocked Naglfar and footsteps pounded above.
“They’ll find us!” squealed Snorri.
Gudrun clapped her hands over his mouth. “Shh!”
“Search the whole ship,” rasped Chief Bjófr.
“Soon my longhouse will be filled with gold.”
“Ship’s empty,” grunted another Viking.
“Must’ve drowned in the storm.”



		“Then tear it timber from timber!”
Bjófr said.
Below deck, Ormrson hissed. “Well?”
Ulf whispered to the children, “Stay here,” then yelled, “Now!”
The Vikings burst through the floorboards and charged the startled men.
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Three children peeked through an open floorboard, as the spear sand arrows of Ormrson’s Vikings pierced the shields of Bjófr’s men. But the huge number of raiders began to defeat them.
“We’re going to lose,” Snorri wailed.



		
Gunnar and Gudrun picked up ballast stones then slid them across deck. One enemy warrior tripped and stumbled; with one thrust of Ulf’s spear he fell overboard.
“Good shot!” cried Ulf then dashed back to fight.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
But Snorri folded his arms. “I want to battle like a warrior, not skim stones like a child.” Then nearby, Bjófr spied Chief Ormrson mid-fight and raised his spear to attack. But Ormrson had not seen him. Snorri froze. As Bjófr crept past their open floorboard, Gunnar grabbed an oar. He stuck it out just before the enemy took another step.



		
Bjófr slipped and yelped. Ormrson spun around, fired an arrow from his longbow and Bjófr splashed into the sea.
Chief Ormrson’s men then stormed the dragon-prowed ship and stripped it of gold.
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As Ulf loaded the last chest onto Naglfar, the chief checked his sunstone:
“Sail west for Særgard!” he roared.
And as the skies cleared to a bright blue, the Vikings sang as they rowed home. When Naglfar touched shore, their mother Sigrid rushed to hug the twins.
“Where were you?”



		
“We went raiding by mistake,” Gunnar replied.
Just then Ormr Ormrson and Snorri stopped by.
“If it wasn’t for my son we’d all be dead. He has the makings of a fine warrior.”
Snorri beamed with pride as the pair strode off.
“But he didn’t do anything,” Gudrun cried.
Ulf smiled. “Like Sigurd waiting in his hole, sometimes the true warrior is hidden …”
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